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About El Portal 
 
(O�3RUWDO�R̆HUV�D�XQLTXH�YHQXH�IRU�WKH�RULJLQDO�ZRUN�RI�ZULWHUV��
DUWLVWV��DQG�SKRWRJUDSKHUV��3XEOLVKHG�ELDQQXDOO\��(O�3RUWDO�LV�IXQGHG�
E\�DJHQHURXV�JUDQW�IURP�'U��-DFN�:LOOLDPVRQ��D�ZRUOG�UHQRZQHG�
VFLHQFH�¿FWLRQ�ZULWHU�DQG�SURIHVVRU�HPHULWXV�DW�(DVWHUQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�
University.
)RXQGHG�LQ������DV�WKH�FUHDWLYH�IRUXP�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\��DQG�
VWD̆�RI�(108��LW�ZDV�'U��:LOOLDPVRQ�ZKR�JDYH�XV�WKH�QDPH�RI�(O�
Portal, along with his vision to showcase the region through art. 
6LQFH�WKHQ��ZH�KROG�D�VRIW�VSRW�IRU�WKH�:HVW��EXW�RXU�HFOHFWLF�WDVWHV�
PDNH�XV�RSHQ�WR�HYHU\WKLQJ��&RQVHTXHQWO\��YLHZV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKLV�
LVVXH�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�UHÀHFW�WKRVH�RI�(108�
2XU�PLVVLRQ�LV�RXU�QDPH��(O�3RUWDO�LV�D�GRRU�WR�SRHWU\�DQG�¿FWLRQ��
SKRWRJUDSK\�DQG�DUW��QRQ�¿FWLRQ�DQG�ÀDVK�ZRUNV�VWULYLQJ�WR�
transgress boundaries, straddle borders, and most impo tantly, 
move us. El Portal is accepting original, unpublished short stories, 
FUHDWLYH�QRQ�¿FWLRQ���������ZRUGV���ÀDVK�¿FWLRQ���������ZRUGV���
photography/art, and poetry. ENMU students, national, and 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ZULWHUV�DUH�ZH�FRPH�WR�VXEPLW�WKHLU�ZRUNV�IRU�IUHH��
(108�VWXGHQWV�DUH�HOLJLEOH�WR�ZLQ�FDVK�SUL]HV�DZDUGHG�WR�¿UVW���
VHFRQG���DQG�WKLUG�SODFH�ZLQQHUV�LQ�HDFK�FDWHJRU\�
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Guidelines
3OHDVH�VXEPLW�DOO�ZULWWHQ�ZRUN�LQ��GRF�RU�GRF[�IRUPDW��:LWK�WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ�RI�SRHWU\�DQG�DUW�SKRWRJUDSK��SOHDVH�OLPLW�HQWULHV�WR�
one story/essay per submission. Simultaneous submissions are 
ZHOFRPH��ZH�DVN�WKDW�\RX�QRWLI\�(O�3RUWDO�LQ�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�\RXU�ZRUN�
LV�DFFHSWHG�HOVHZKHUH�VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\�UHPRYH�LW�IURP�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��
:KHQ�HQWHULQJ�D�VXEPLVVLRQ��SOHDVH�LQFOXGH�D�WKLUG�SHUVRQ�
ELRJUDSK\�RI�QR�PRUH�WKDQ����ZRUGV�WR�EH�SULQWHG�LQ�WKH�HYHQW� 
WKDW�\RXU�VXEPLVVLRQ�LV�VHOHFWHG�IRU�SXEOLFDWLRQ�

•��)LFWLRQ��XS�WR�������ZRUGV� 
•��&UHDWLYH�1RQ¿FWLRQ��XS�WR�������ZRUGV� 
•��)ODVK�)LFWLRQ��XS�WR�����ZRUGV� 
•��3RHWU\��XS�WR���SLHFHV� 
•��$UW�	�3KRWRJUDSK\��XS�WR���SLHFHV��

Prizes will be awarded to ENMU students only. Prizes are awarded 
in the Prose, Poetry, and Art/Photography categories. 
 
Deadlines
2XU�VWD̆�UHDGV�\HDU�URXQG��3OHDVH�QRWH�WKDW�ZH�DUH�D�XQLYHUVLW\�
based publication. Response times may be slower in the summer. 
3OHDVH�DOORZ�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZHQW\�EXVLQHVV�GD\V�IRU�RXU�VWD̆� 
to respond.

(�PDLO��El.Portal@enmu.edu 
Website: ElPortalJournal.com 
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Category Winners in this Issue    

Poetry

First 
“It’s All Confetti” 

Tiara Bollig

Second 
“An Anguished Hmong Woman” 

Gerr Yang

Third 
“False Hope and Horoscopes” 

Amanda Owens

Photography/Artwork

First 
“New Mexico Free” 
Sophie Goodman

Second 
“Fragility” 

Bethany Giesler 

Third 
“Untitled” 

Allison Miles 
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Crabby Trees  
Tiara Bollig
!e crab apple tree in my old 
backyard is probably still standing. 
 I remember it as more 
than just the object standing to 
the le" of the back door of a blue-grey  
house. It is the tree I #rst learned 
to climb, using the gnarled roots 
as steps toward reaching the next 
lowest branch. It is the broken branch 
which was too weak to hold my tiny  
7-year-old-body’s weight. 
It is the feeling of free-falling 
through the air 
toward the concrete. It is the memory  
of no memory—blacking out as my head  
smashed against the concrete, the 
now-dead branch underneath of me. 
It is the lesson learned to not 
climb trees ever again, lest  
they break my trust a second time. 
 
It is the feeling of becoming a fallen and bruised crab apple.
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It’s All Confetti  
Tiara Bollig  
 
I am only one person.  
0DGH�XS�RI�WUDXPD� 
and  
childhood and  
mistakes.  
   
I am made up  
RI�PRUH�EDG�WKLQJV� 
than good.  
   
But more than  
the bad, I  
DP�PDGH�XS�RI� 
FRQIHWWL�� 
   
The yellow pieces  
DUH�WKH�UD\V�RI�VXQVKLQH�� 
WKH�PRPHQWV�RI� 
uninhibited laughter,  
the pure happiness,  
WKH�HODWLRQ��WKH�IXQ��DQG� 
the joy that preserves  
LWVHOI�ZLWKLQ�PH�� 
   
The red pieces  
are the bloody noses,  
the scrapped knees, the  
VOLFHG�ÀHVK��URDG�UDJH�� 
and the absolute anger that  
VSLOOV�RXW�RI�WKH�WRS� 
RI�WKH�ERWWOH�ZKHQ�LW�FDQ� 
no longer be  
contained.  
   
The green pieces  
DUH�WKH�ULSSHG�RXW�FKXQNV� 
RI�JUDVV��SXOOHG�R̆�OHDYHV�� 
my mother’s eyes, moss  
IURP�WKH�ODNH�,�IHOO� 
into my sophomore year,  
and jokes about the  
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jolly green giant.  
The orange pieces  
are the sunsets and  
sunrises watched with  
IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\� 
RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�¿UVW� 
time I colored my hair  
DW�WKH�DJH�RI�HLJKW��DQG�WKH� 
IDYRULWH�FRORU�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ� 
I hate most in this world.  
   
The purple pieces  
are the cotton candy skies,  
lights on carnival rides,  
handmade blankets, a vase,  
and the main connection to  
my soul.  
   
The pink pieces  
are the glass roses,  
the bedroom walls in  
varying shades, hearts drawn  
on school notebooks, the dress  
,�ZRUH�WR�³DGXOW´�SURP�ZLWK� 
my soulmate, and the most  
LQQRFHQWO\�SXUH�FRORU�RI�P\� 
FKHHNV�IRU�DOO�HPRWLRQV�� 
 
The blue pieces  
DUH�QHYHU�HQGLQJ�.DQVDQ� 
skies, a  
WUDPSROLQH�RQO\�PHDQW�IRU� 
sleepovers, the ocean that has  
VHHQ�PRUH�RI�PH�WKDQ�PRVW� 
people, and the absolute sadness  
WKDW�ZLOO�QHYHU�IXOO\�OHDYH²EXW� 
that can be healed.  
   
7KHVH�DUH�WKH�ELWV�RI�P\� 
OLIH�DOO�VKUHGGHG�LQWR� 
FRORUIXO�SLHFHV�RI� 
FRQIHWWL
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The Dichotomy of a Half Breed 
Sidney Abbott
 
My skin is white as snow, my eyes dark as doe  
RIWHQ�D�FKDPHOHRQ��EXW�DOZD\V�D�FR\RWH� 
,�DP�VFDUHG�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�VHH� 
+RZ�HDV\�LW�LV�IRU�WKHP�WR�SHUFHLYH�ZKHQ�,�LQWHQG�WR�GHFHLYH� 
  
My skin white as snow, my eyes dark as doe  
 
Sanchez��%DOOX̆��$EHLWD��&RRNH�� 
$�WDLQWHG�OLQHDJH�D̆HFWV�P\�ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH� 
  
My skin white as snow, my eyes dark as doe  
  
7KH�MX[WDSRVLWLRQ�RI�P\�RZQ�DSSDULWLRQ� 
When I am with my mother, they see me as another  
:KHQ�,�DP�ZLWK�P\�IDWKHU��WKH\�VHH�PH�DV�WKH�RWKHU� 
  
My skin white as snow, my eyes dark as doe  
 
,�GR�QRW�¿W�DQ�DUFKLW\SH� 
Dark or light  
+LVSDQLF�QRU�ZKLWH� 
 
 My skin white as snow, my eyes dark as doe 
 
My grandmother dreamed we would assimilate  
So, her descendants would not experience their hate  
She’s proud my white skin conceals,  
WKH�VKDPH�RI�RXU�VKDUHG�6SDQLVK�QDPH� 
 
My skin white as snow, my eyes dark as doe 
 
(TXDOLW\�,�ZLOO�RQO\�HYHU�NQRZ�SDUWLDOO\� 
7KH�GLFKRWRP\�RI�PH�
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Taste of the Southwest  
Monica Garcia
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Still Miss You 
Amanda Owens  
 
,W¶V�QRW�ZKDW�\RX�OHIW�EHKLQG� 
It’s what we can no longer build together   
,W¶V�D�VKDPH�OLIH�GRHVQ¶W�VHQG�\RX�UHPLQGHUV�OLNH�D�VPDUWSKRQH�WR�
‘make sure that you get   
WKH�PRVW�RI�\RXU�GD\��LW¶V�\RXU�ODVW�RQH�¶�EXW�,�VXSSRVH�WKDW�GHIHDWV�
WKH�OHVVRQ�WR�EH�OHDUQHG�WR�GR�LW�DQ\ZD\V��� 
$QG�\HW�KHUH�,�VLW��UHOLYLQJ�RXU�ODVW�PRPHQWV�OLNH�D�RQH�RI�D�NLQG�9+6�
WDSH��EHJJLQJ�IRU�D�UHPLQGHU�DQG�D�WLPH�PDFKLQH«�� 
,�IRFXV�VR�KDUG�RQ�ZKDW�,�VKRXOG¶YH�GRQH�ZKHQ�,�KDG�WKH�FKDQFH�� 
WKDW�,�FDQ�EDUHO\�IRFXV�RQ�GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�QRZ��� 
,�UHÀHFW�RQ�ZKDW�ZDV�UREEHG�IURP�XV�DQG�RXU�IXWXUH��ZKHQ�,�VKRXOG�
be making my remaining moments count.   
I just can’t. and I wish I could.  
…god I wish you were here.
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False Hope and Horoscopes  
Amanda Owens  
 
,�DP�D�3LVFHV��WKHUHIRUH�,�DP�D�GUHDPHU��� 
/DVW�QLJKW¶V�GUHDPV�FRQVLVWHG�RI�P\WKLFDO�FUHDWXUHV�DQG�WKH�SRZHU�
RI�ÀLJKW��� 
7RGD\¶V�GUHDPV�FRQVLVW�RI�EHLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�� 
a pisces   
a push over   
a pansy.   
7KH�SDQV\��DQ�HGLEOH�ÀRZHU��VPHOOV�KHDYHQO\��PDNHV�D�JUHDW�V\UXS��� 
7KH�3LVFHV��WRR�PDQ\�IHHOLQJV��YHU\�HPSDWKHWLF��IRUHYHU�D�SHRSOH�
pleaser.   
'RRU�PDWV�DUH�YHU\�XVHIXO��DIWHU�DOO��-XVW�FDQ¶W�KHOS�EXW�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�
it might be like to be the one walking upon one some day.   
But there I go dreaming again,  
,�ZLOO�MXVW�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�WKDQNIXO�WR�EH�FDSDEOH�RI�VXFK�FRPSDVVLRQ�
and imagination.   
'RQ¶W�IRUJHW�WR�ZLSH�\RXU�IHHW��SOHDVH�
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Little Sun  
Chase Williamson
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An Anguished Hmong Woman 
Gerr Yang 
 
$�VWRU\�RI�P\�PRWKHU�� 
And I. 

7KH�EORRG�RI�DQ�DQJXLVKHG�+PRQJ�ZRPDQ�UXQV�WKURXJK�P\�YHLQV� 
and keeps my heart beating. 

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�WULFNOLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�FDOYHV�RI�D�MR\IXO�OLWWOH�JLUO�
VNLSSLQJ�LQ�WKH�KLJKODQGV�RI�/DRV�DV�WKH�ULFH�OHDYHV�VODVK�KHU�ZKLOH�
harvesting. 

This is the blood that gathers in the cloth wrapped underneath her 
HYHU\�PRQWK�WR�EH�ZDVKHG�LQ�WKH�ULYHU�IRU���GD\V�

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKH�VFUDWFKHV�DQG�VXUIDFHG�EUXLVHV�ZKHQ�WKH�
+PRQJ�PDQ�LV�DOORZHG�WR�VWHDO�KHU�DQG�SXUFKDVH�KHU�OLIH�DQG�KHU�
LQQRFHQFH�IURP�KHU�IDPLO\�IRU�PRQH\��ULFH��DQG�PHDW��

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG��DOO�RYHU�WKH�YLOODJH�VKHG�GLUW�ÀRRU��DIWHU�KRXUV�RI�
SXVKLQJ�DORQH��WR�JLYH�ELUWK�WR�WKH�QH[W�+PRQJ�ZRPDQ�

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKH�LQQRFHQWV�VSODWWHUHG�RQ�KHU�ZKLOH�ÀHHLQJ�KHU�
homeland to escape persecution.

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�IURP�WKH�EDUEHG�ZLUHV�WKDW�FDJHV�KHU��KHU�IDPLO\��
DQG�KHU�SHRSOH��IRU�VDIHW\��LQ�UHIXJH��

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�WKDW�EOHG�IURP�KHU�VKRXOGHU�ZLWK�WKH�YDFFLQH�
QHHGOHV�VKH�QHHGHG�WR�EULQJ�KHU�IDPLO\�RYHU�WKH�RFHDQ�

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKH�WZR�FKLOGUHQ�VKH�FRXOGQ¶W�D̆RUG�WR�KDYH�
EHFDXVH�VKH�DOUHDG\�KDG�WR�IHHG�VL[�

7KLV�LV�WKH�EORRG�RQ�WKH�KRVSLWDO�EHG�DIWHU�ELUWKLQJ�WKH�VHYHQWK��

This was her blood.

�+HU�EORRG�UXQV�WKURXJK�PH�

7KH�EORRG�,�NQRZ�RI�EXW�KDYH�QHYHU�EOHG��
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0\�EORRG�LV�RI�DQ�DQJXLVKHG�+PRQJ�ZRPDQ�� 
That means 

My blood is wild,  
My blood is brave,  
My blood is resilient,

�0\�EORRG�LV�IRUHYHU�XQVWRSSDEOH��
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My Home 
Brittney Juancho
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Spring Happiness 
Brittney Juancho 
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Single Stroke 
Bradley Wise 
 
And in some turning point, 
7KH�FKDQJH�RI�VHDVRQV� 
2U�WKH�YROWD�RI�VRPH�TXLHW�VRQQHW� 
Everything begins to make sense, 
And incomprehensible all at once. 
6FRUFKLQJ�VXQ�DQG�VFRUFKLQJ�OLIH� 
All raining down at once, 
Stumbling through that expanse 
/RRNLQJ�IRU�KRPH��RU�VRPH�3URPLVHG�/DQG 
'RZQ�WKH�IRUELGGHQ�URDG�GLVJXLVHG�DV�WUXWK� 
But as I walk down that road 
I look out on all sides 
And there is no beacon in sight, 
1R�VWDQGLQJ�URFN�RU�ÀRZLQJ�ZDWHUV 
1RU�GHZV�RU�PDQQD�RI�+HDYHQ� 
And as I make my way to the turning point, 
The only thing I can do 
Is to look up, tracing the clouds 
$QG�WUDFLQJ�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�RI�P\�OLIH� 
)RUHVHHLQJ�WKDW�LQ¿QLWH�OLQH�IRUHYHU�DQG�HYHU� 
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Fragility 
Bethany Giesler  
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Triple Dog Dare 
Bethany Giesler 
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Raining 
Dominique Wingerd 
 
M laughs, girly under the higher showerhead 
³/RRN��,W¶V�OLNH�LW¶V�UDLQLQJ�RQ�PH��EXW�LW¶V�QRW�́  
Genuine happy smiles 
FUHDWHG�IURP�KHU�FRUH 
EHDPLQJ�IURP�KHU�IDFH 
to my receptive one 
 
-�IRFXVHV��ER\LVK�DGRUDWLRQ�WRZDUG�KLV�HOGHU 
replaces her spot, impish 
³/RRN��,W¶V�OLNH�LW¶V�UDLQLQJ�RQ�PH��EXW�LW¶V�QRW�́  
chest toward me, gaze stuck on her 
KRSLQJ�IRU�KHU�UHVSRQVH 
PLUWKIXO�DQG�SURXG 
 
6DPH�OLQHV��GL̆HUHQW�VSHHFK 
+H�GHVLUHV�KHU�HQMR\PHQW�RI�KLV�ÀDWWHU\ 
2QH�GD\��KLV�JD]H�ZLOO�VKLIW�WR�DQRWKHU 
ZRPDQ�RI�KLV�IXWXUH�KHDUW 
ZKHQ�KLV�ORYH�H[SDQGV�IXUWKHU 
GH¿QLQJ�HURV�UHVHUYHG 
IRU�KLV�IXWXUH�FRPSDQLRQ 
 
6DPH�OLQHV��GL̆HUHQW�VSHHFK 
She creates unbidden 
One day, her impish joy drawn in 
OLNH�LURQ�¿ODPHQWV�PDJQHWL]HG 
WRZDUG�DQRWKHU��KHU�IXWXUH�SULQFH 
0LVFKLHI�SUDQNV��GRWLQJ�ORYH 
pure hearted understanding 
 
Until my budding nations 
leave childhood behind 
may they glory in their innocence 
pure love 
expressing our own inner child 
desiring to be pursued 
DQG�KDYH�RXU�RZQ�ORYH�HQJXOIHG 
 
6HSW����������DERXW�IXOO�PRRQ��'DXJKWHU�LV����VRQ�LV�����\HDUV�ROG��
6RPHWLPHV�ZH�VKRZHU�WRJHWKHU��DQG�RQH�ZLOO�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�FRQGLWLRQHU�
to set in while the other gets their long hair done. This moment 
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VXPPDUL]HV�PDQ\�IRU�PH�LQ�KRZ�WKHVH�WZR�LQWHUDFW�DV�EHVW�IULHQGV��
,�KDWH�KRZ�WY�ZULWHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�WZLVW�PRUH�VKRFNLQJ�VWRULHV�IRU�WKH�
UHYLHZV��LQFOXGLQJ�LQFHVW��7KLV�,�ZULWH�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKHVH�WZR�DUH�QRW�
SHUYHUWHG�EXW�SURWHFWHG��$QG�,�DP�LPPHQVHO\�JUDWHIXO�WKH\�KDYH�
each other during a time when isolation, shaming, and cursing is 
UDPSDQW��,W�LV�D�SULYLOHJH�WR�ZLWQHVV�WKH�W\SH�RI�ORYH�WKHVH�WZR� 
create in the world. 
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Splitting of the Sun 
Sophie Goodman
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New Mexico Free 
Sophie Goodman
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Bean 
Tenika Heidelberg 
 
0\�ERG\�FRQVXPHG�\RX�OLNH�IRRG� 
(DWLQJ�DW�WKH�ÀHVK�PRVW�YDOXHG� 
Sharp pains gliding across my abdomen, 
DQG�\RX��WRR�VPDOO�WR�GHIHQG� 
 
,W�VHW�R̆�QR�DODUP�RU�ZDUQLQJ� 
%XW�,¶P�VWULSSHG�RI�\RX�QRZ� 
OHIW�PRXUQLQJ� 
 
My body is hollowed, empty. 
7KH�DEDQGRQHG�KRPH�RI�SOHQW\� 
*XWWHUV�IXOO�RI�UHJUHW��FORJJHG�ZHHSLQJ� 
 
Truth? It was always you that I was seeking. 
My body consumed you relentless. 
My Baby. 
My Bean. 
+HDUW�%HDW�OHVV� 
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Untitled 
Allison Miles
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%X̆DOR�6ROGLHUV 
Don Kunz 
 
When the 9th and 10th Cavalry rode out 
)URP�)RUW�5LOH\�RU�)RUW�+D\V�RU�)RUW�/\RQ� 
&KH\HQQH�DQG�.LRZD��$UDSDKR�DQG�&RPDQFKH 
.QHZ�WKHP�E\�WKHLU�GXVN\�KLGHV�DQG�ZRRO\�KHDGV� 
7KHVH�WULEHV�FDOOHG�WKHP�³%X̆DOR�6ROGLHUV´� 
$QG�IRXJKW�WKHP�DORQJ�WKH�6PRN\�+LOO�5LYHU� 
The Platte, the Arkansas, the Cimarron, 
7KH�5HG��WKH�%LJ�6DQG\��DQG�WKH�:DVKLWD² 
Anywhere there was water, small game, 
$QG�%X̆DOR�WKHPVHOYHV�EHOORZLQJ 
As they chased them over jumps to their death, 
2U�ZKHUH�ZKLWH�VHWWOHUV�VTXDWWLQJ�LQ�VRG�KXWV� 
7ULHG�WR�FXOWLYDWH�5XVVLDQ�:KHDW�RU�¿HOG�FRUQ 
In the Great American Desert which they 
Plotted to make into a garden 
%HFDXVH�WKH\�EHOLHYHG�UDLQ�IROORZHG�WKH�SORZ� 
  
:KHQ�%X̆DOR�6ROGLHUV�URGH�RXW 
)URP�)RUW�+XDFKXD�LQWR�WKH�6RQRUDQ�'HVHUW 
2I�$UL]RQD�7HUULWRU\�WKURXJK�6DJXDUR� 
Cholla, Agave, and Mormon Tea, 
The sun burned the colored troops blacker. 
Cochise and Victorio’s Apache waiting in ambush 
Behind sandstone boulders in dry canyons 
:KHUH�EX̆DOR�KDG�QHYHU�URDPHG 
6WLOO�XVHG�WKH�QDPH�%X̆DOR�6ROGLHU 
:KLFK�WKH\�KDG�OHDUQHG�IURP�SODLQV¶�WULEHV� 
Wherever the 9th and 10th cavalry patrolled, 
The desert silence was broken by the scrape 
2I�KRRYHV�RQ�URFN��WKH�FUHDN�RI�VDGGOH�OHDWKHU� 
7KH�VQRUW�DQG�FKX̆�RI�KRUVHV��DQG�ZLQG�ZKLVSHU� 
%HQHDWK�YXOWXUHV¶�ZLQJV�LQ�WKH�WXUTXRLVH�VN\� 
&LUFOLQJ�OLNH�VRPH�SURSKHF\�RI�-LP�&URZ� 
  
The Boy General, George Armstrong Custer,  
&DOOHG�6XQ�RI�WKH�0RUQLQJ�6WDU��UHIXVHG�WR�FRPPDQG 
$�EODFN�UHJLPHQW��*HQHUDO�-RKQ�-��3HUVKLQJ� 
Who commanded the 10th Cavalry in Mexico, 
%HJJHG�D�WUDQVIHU�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�VWLJPD 
2I�KLV�WLWOH��³%ODFN�-DFN´�3HUVKLQJ� 
In the Spanish American War Spaniards 
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&DOOHG�WKH��WK�DQG���WK�&DYDOU\�³6PRNHG�<DQNHHV�́  
$V�LI�WKH�¿UH�RI�EDWWOH�KDG�IRUJHG�WKHP 
,QWR�$QJOR�ZHDSRQV��GDUN�PHQ�¿JKWLQJ�GDUN�PHQ� 
Colonel Teddy Roosevelt praised his 
Colored Troops’ courage at Guasimas,  
%XW�ZKHQ�KH�FDPSDLJQHG�IRU�3UHVLGHQW� 
&ODLPHG�%ODFN�VXFFHVV�ZDV�RZHG�WR�ZKLWH�ṘFHUV� 
$IWHU�ORQJ��VWHDG\�VHUYLFH�LQ�PXOWLSOH�ZDUV� 
7KH�%X̆DOR�6ROGLHUV�URGH�LQWR�D�¿QDO�GDUNQHVV�� 
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¿Quién Es?* 
Don Kunz 
 
William was an orphan at 14, 
0RWKHU�GHDG�IURP�7%��)DWKHU�DQ�DEVHQW�GUXQN� 
+H�UDPEOHG�WKURXJK�IRVWHU�KRPHV� 
Rented rooms, bunk houses, jails, 
7U\LQJ�RQ�VXUURJDWH�IDWKHUV² 
0F&DUW\��:ULJKW��$QWULP��7XQVWDOO² 
/LNH�VFX̆HG�ZRUN�ERRWV�RQ�D�GXVW\�WUDLO� 
+H�IRXQG�QRQH�¿W�IRU�ZHDULQJ� 
  
&KDQFH�R̆HUHG�FRPSDQLRQV� 
Cowboys, rustlers, horse thieves, 
9LJLODQWHV��IXJLWLYHV��JXQ�¿JKWHUV� 
+H�FKRVH�KLV�EURWKHUV�FDUHOHVVO\� 
*UHZ�D�WZLVWHG�IDPLO\�WUHH� 
3UXQHG�LW�ZLWK�WKH�WRROV�RI�KLV�WUDGH� 
$�VLQJOH�DFWLRQ�&ROW�����D�:LQFKHVWHU���� 
&DUULHG�LQ�VFDEEDUG�DQG�IDVW�GUDZ�KROVWHU� 
  
+H�URGH�DFURVV�WKH�:HVW² 
Wichita, Silver City, Santa Fe, 
Fort Stanton, Bonita, Lincoln, 
0HVFDOHUR��0HVLOOD��)RUW�6XPQHU² 
+LV�H\HV�UHVWOHVV�EHKLQG�D�IDVW�GUDZ� 
%HKLQG�SLVWRO�DQG�ULÀH�JXQVLJKWV� 
Until murdered at 21, still a kid. 
Billy the kid.  
 
�6SDQLVK�IRU�³ZKR�LV�LW"´�ZHUH�%LOO\�WKH�.LG¶V�ODVW�ZRUGV�VSRNHQ�LQWR�
WKH�GDUNQHVV�RI�3HWHU�0D[ZHOO¶V�KRPH�LQ�)RUW�6XPQHU�DV�6KHUL̆�3DW�
Garrett ambushed and killed him with two pistol shots. 
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The Sixty-Seven 
Saramanda Swigart 
 
� 7KH�HQJLQH�VWXWWHUHG�EHIRUH�LGOLQJ�GRZQ�WR�VLOHQFH��-LOO�WXUQHG�
the key again. Again, the engine complained and then chugged out. 
6KH�SXOOHG�WKH�NH\V�RXW�RI�WKH�LJQLWLRQ�ZLWK�VKDNLQJ�KDQGV��7KH�NH\V�
GURSSHG�EHORZ�WKH�ZKHHO��%OLQGO\��VKH�IHOW�DURXQG�WKH�0XVWDQJ¶V�ÀRRU� 
� ³*R�´�%LOO�KLVVHG� 
³6RPHWLPHV�LW�WDNHV�D�ZKLOH�́ �-LOO�VDLG��6KH�IRXQG�DQG�LQVHUWHG�WKH�
key. The car coughed. She should have brought the Altima, goddamn 
LW��,QVWHDG�VKH¶G�ZDQWHG�WR�VKRZ�R̆�IRU�%LOO� 
� +HU�����������KRUVHSRZHU�JDV�KRJ� 
7KH�IURQW�GRRU�RI�WKH�KRXVH�RSHQHG��/LJKW�VSLOOHG�LQWR�WKH�GDUNQHVV��
3LHUUH��LQ�WKH�GRRUZD\��KHOG�D�EDVHEDOO�EDW��7KH�ZKROH�VWUHHW²WKH�
ZKROH�QLJKW²SXOVHG�ZLWK�WKUHDW��6ORZO\�3LHUUH�VZXQJ�WKH�EDW�OLNH�
KH�ZDV�LQ�7KH�:DUULRUV²ZKR�ZHUH�WKH\��WKH�%DVHEDOO�)OXQNLHV"�2U«
%DVHEDOO�-XQNLHV" 
� ³7XUQ�LW�RQ�́ �%LOO�ZKLVSHUHG� 
� ³&DQ�KH�VHH�XV"´�VKH�VDLG��6KH�WXUQHG�WKH�NH\� 
� ³+H�NQRZV�VRPHRQH¶V�KHUH��/RRN�DW�KLP��1R��GRQ¶W��-XVW�WXUQ�LW�RQ�́  
� ³:H�JRW�WR�SXVK�WKH�FDU�́ �VDLG�-LOO��³:H�JRW�WR�UROO�LW�RXW�RI�KHUH�́  
 Bill opened the door. They could see him, but were partially 
FRQFHDOHG�IURP�3LHUUH¶V�YLHZ�E\�D�FRSVH�RI�WUHHV�DW�WKH�SXEOLF�SDUN�
with the playground that never had children in it. All the sand 
EHQHDWK�WKH�SOD\�VWUXFWXUHV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�GRJ�VKLW�DQG�VRGD�FDQV�DQG�
JODVV��:KHQ�-LOO�DQG�3LHUUH�ZHUH�PDUULHG��WKH\¶G�QHYHU�WDNHQ�)UDQNLH�
WR�WKDW�SDUN��SUHIHUULQJ�WKH�RQH�QHDU�WKH�PXQLFLSDO�SRRO�RQ�6ZDQZLFN�
6WUHHW��QHDU�&LW\�+DOO��%LOO�SXVKHG�WKH�FDU��,W�EHJDQ�WR�UROO� 
� 3LHUUH¶V�KHDG�WXUQHG�WRZDUG�WKHP��+H�FXW�D�¿QH�VLOKRXHWWH��
FRPLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�FHPHQW�ZDON�WR�WKH�VWUHHW��+H�VWLOO�KDG�WKDW�SRVWXUH��
+H�ORRNHG�OHIW��EXW�WKH�VWUHHW�ZDV�GDUN�ZLWK�HOPV��1RWKLQJ�PRYHG�
except a plastic bag in a tree branch. Pierre looked toward them and 
-LOO�IUR]H��WKRXJK�WKH�FDU�NHSW�UROOLQJ� 
� -LOO�VWHHUHG��6KH�FRXOGQ¶W�WHOO�LI�3LHUUH�FRXOG�VHH�WKHP��EXW�KH�
GH¿QLWHO\�VDZ�PRYHPHQW��+H�VZXQJ�WKH�EDW��VWHSSHG�IRUZDUG� 
� 7KH�0XVWDQJ�SLFNHG�XS�VSHHG��7KH\�ZHUH�FORVH�WR�2DN�.QROO�
(OHPHQWDU\�QRZ��DQG�-LOO�ULVNHG�WXUQLQJ�WKH�HQJLQH�RYHU��,W�FDXJKW�
WKLV�WLPH��VWXWWHUHG��FDXJKW�DJDLQ��UXPEO\�DQG�IULHQGO\� 
� ³*HW�LQ�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
� :KHQ�%LOO�ZDV�LQVLGH��-LOO�JXQQHG�WKH�FDU��DQG�LW�VKRW�DFURVV�WKH�
school parking lot and out the other side. Then down the block with 
the Waterman house, all boarded up, that Frankie had been sure was 
haunted. 
� ³)XULHV�´�-LOO�VDLG�VXGGHQO\� 
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� ³)XULHV"´�%LOO�VDLG� 
� ³1R��-XVW��7KH�%DVHEDOO�)XULHV�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
� ³7KH�ZKDW²"´ 
� ³,�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�UHPHPEHU�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
� ³'R�\RX�WKLQN�KH�NQRZV"´�%LOO�VDLG� 
� ³,�WKLQN�KH�NQRZV�VRPHWKLQJ�́ �-LOO�VDLG� 
� ³'LG�KH�NQRZ�LW�ZDV�XV"´�%LOO�VDLG��³'RHV�KH�NQRZ�DERXW�XV"´ 
� ³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�́ �-LOO�VDLG��³,�GRXEW�LW�́  
� ,Q�WKH�EDFN��ZKHUH�WKH\¶G�SXW�LW��ZDV�WKH����JDOORQ�GUXP�WKH\¶G�
MXVW�GXJ�XS�IURP�3LHUUH¶V�EDFN\DUG��-LOO�WULHG�QRW�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�LWV�
contents. Earth and grit contaminated the seats and carpeting below. 
,W�KDGQ¶W�EHHQ�DV�KHDY\�DV�VKH¶G�H[SHFWHG��7ZR�RI�WKHP�FDUULHG�LW�
easily to the car. The drum was so much like a passenger that she 
jumped each time she spied it in the rearview. 
� ³<RX�VKRXOG�KDYH�OHIW�WKH�HQJLQH�UXQQLQJ�́ �VDLG�%LOO��+H�ZDV�XVLQJ�
a wet wipe on his hands. 
� ³,�ZDQW�D�EDVHEDOO�EDW�́ �-LOO�VDLG� 
� ³7KHUH¶V�D�VSRUWLQJ�JRRGV²´ 
� ³1R��QRW�QRZ�́ �VKH�VDLG��³$Q\ZD\��PRUH�LQ�DQ�H[LVWHQWLDO�ZD\�́  
 A nervous silence uncoiled. 
� ³2K�´�VDLG�%LOO��³7KH�%DVHEDOO�)XULHV��)URP�WKDW�PRYLH�́  
� -LOO�GLGQ¶W�DQVZHU��7KH\�URGH�LQ�VLOHQFH��3DVW�WKH�GHIXQFW�PRYLH�
WKHDWHU��SDVW�WKH�RSHQ�DOO�QLJKW�YHWHULQDU\�FOLQLF��SDVW�WKH�GRQXW�
VKRS��3HSH¶V�3DZQ��WKH�)HG([�.LQNR¶V��)UDQNLH�XVHG�WR�VSHQG�
allowance money photocopying his hands. Weird hand pictures had 
IHVWRRQHG�KHU�UHIULJHUDWRU� 
� 7KH\�WXUQHG�RQWR�3DOP\UD�6WUHHW��DQG�-LOO�VORZHG�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�
ZHUH�DOZD\V�SDWURO�FDUV�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�VSHHGHUV� 
� ³,I�,�GRQ¶W�SHH�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�H[SORGH�́ �VDLG�%LOO� 
� ³1RZ"´ 
� ³,�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�VDLG�LW�LI�,�GLGQ¶W�PHDQ�QRZ�́  
� -LOO�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�JDV�JDXJH��,W�ZDV�DQ�XQUHOLDEOH�WRRO�WKHVH�GD\V��
EXW�LW�ZDV�RQ�HPSW\�DQG�KDG�EHHQ�IRU�D�ZKLOH��³6KLW�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
� 6KH�OHIW�WKH�HQJLQH�UXQQLQJ�ZKLOH�¿OOLQJ�WKH�FDU��%LOO�WRRN�KLV�
WLPH�LQ�WKH�EDWKURRP��6R�PXFK�WLPH��LQ�IDFW��WKDW�-LOO�ZRQGHUHG�LI�KH�
was calling the police. The lights glared down into the car, and the 
GUXP�JORZHG�EOXH�DQG�GLUW\��6KH�WRRN�D�EODQNHW�IURP�WKH�WUXQN�DQG�
FRYHUHG�LW��6KH�EUXVKHG�R̆�KHU�FORWKHV�DQG�ZHW�ZLSHG�KHU�KDQGV� 
� %LOO�FDPH�EDFN��³$UH�ZH�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�ODNH"´�KH�VDLG� 
� ³7KH�ODNH"�:K\"´ 
� ³7R�SXW²\RX�NQRZ�́  
� ³1R�́ �VDLG�-LOO��³7KHUH¶V�D�SODFH��,�NQRZ�VRPHRQH�́  
 They drove over the railroad tracks. They drove along the country 
URDG�IRU�D�JRRG�ORQJ�ZKLOH��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�FHGDUV�RQ�&HGDU�6WUHHW� 
� -LOO�OHIW�WKH�HQJLQH�RQ��6KH�UDQJ�WKH�GRRUEHOO��:LWKLQ�WKH�KRXVH�VKH�
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heard a grinding sound. The doorbell was broken. She knocked. 
� ³7KDW�\RX"´�$�ZRPDQ¶V�YRLFH� 
� ³,W¶V�PH�́ �VDLG�-LOO� 
� ³'R�\RX�KDYH�LW"´�WKH�YRLFH�VDLG� 
� ³,Q�WKH�FDU�́  
� 7KH�GRRU�RSHQHG��7KH�ZRPDQ�KDG�VOHHS\�H\HV�DQG�D�VFDU�IURP�
hair to chin. There was no hair growing around the scar, but the 
woman didn’t conceal it. It gave her power. 
� ³-XVW�OHDYH�LW�DURXQG�EDFN�́ �WKH�ZRPDQ�VDLG� 
� -LOO�DQG�%LOO�KHDYHG�WKH�GUXP�DQG�URXQGHG�WKH�KRXVH�ZLWK�LW���
� 7KH�GDUNQHVV�ZDV�DEVROXWH��7KH\�OHIW�WKH�GUXP�RQ�ZKDW�IHOW�OLNH�D�
VZDWK�RI�SDWFK\�JUDVV�DQG�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�IURQW� 
� ³7KDW�D����"´�WKH�VFDUUHG�ZRPDQ�VDLG� 
� ³<HDK�́ �VDLG�-LOO� 
� ³1LQHWHHQ�VL[W\�HLJKW"´ 
� ³6L[W\�VHYHQ�́ �VDLG�%LOO� 
� ³:HOO��WKDW¶V�WKDW��,¶OO�WDNH�LW�IURP�KHUH�́ �WKH�VFDUUHG�ZRPDQ�VDLG��
6KH�VDOXWHG��³/HW¶V�QHYHU�PHHW�DJDLQ�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
� 7KH�HQJLQH�ZDV�VWLOO�UXQQLQJ�DV�WKH\�OHIW� 
� -LOO¶V�HQJLQH�ZRXOG�VWD\�UXQQLQJ�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�KHU�OLIH� 
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A Mother’s Complaint 
Marie Bacigalupo 
 
³0RWKHUKRRG��$OO�ORYH�EHJLQV�DQG�HQGV�WKHUH�́ �

      –Robert Browning  
  
Come in, Come in . . . No, you’re not disturbing me, not at all. I 
ZHOFRPH�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�D�QHZ�QHLJKERU��/HW�PH�SXW�RQ�VRPH�FR̆HH��
Once I get my husband settled, we’ll have a nice visit.  
'RQ¶W�PLQG�KLP�WKXPSLQJ�XS�WKHUH��+H¶V�EHHQ�VLFNO\�ODWHO\��%DQJV�RQ�
WKH�EHGURRP�ÀRRU�IRU�DWWHQWLRQ��MXVW�OLNH�D�NLG��,�KDYH�WR�ORFN�WKH�GRRU�
to make sure he gets his rest. 
,�WROG�WKH�GRFWRU��,�VDLG��'RFWRU��P\�KXVEDQG�KDVQ¶W�EHHQ�KLPVHOI�
VLQFH�ZH�ORVW�RXU�¿YH�\HDU�ROG�VRQ�VL[�PRQWKV�DJR�������7KDQN�\RX��
+H�WRRN�LW�KDUG��<RX�SDVVHG�P\�ODWH�VRQ¶V�SKRWR�RQ�WKH�IR\HU�ZDOO�
ZKHQ�\RX�FDPH�LQ��,W�ZDV�WDNHQ�DW�WKH�EHDFK�WKH�VXPPHU�EHIRUH�WKH�
DFFLGHQW��+H�VHHPV�VR�DOLYH��GRQ¶W�KH"�<HV��KH�ZDV�D�ORRNHU��7RRN�DIWHU�
KLV�IDWKHU��VDPH�GDUN�H\HV��6HH�KRZ�KH¶V�VPLOLQJ"�,W�ZDV�PH�WDXJKW�
him to smile even when things didn’t go his way. 
+H�ZDQWHG�WR�ZHDU�KLV�%DWPDQ�PDVN�IRU�WKDW�SLFWXUH��EXW�,�VDLG��
$EVROXWHO\�QRW��+H�JDYH�PH�TXLWH�D�WLPH��SLVV\�H\HV�DQG�DOO��EXW�D�
child must bow to the parent, not the other way around. My mother 
PDGH�VXUH�,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�OHVVRQ��%XW�P\�KXVEDQG�VSRLOHG�RXU�VRQ��+H�
even put in a backyard pool, but the boy never took to it. 
+H�OLNHG�KLV�'DG�EHWWHU�WKDQ�PH��+H�VHHPHG�WR�OLNH�HYHU\ERG\�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�PH��+H¶G�RSHQ�XS�WR�VKRSSHUV�RQ�ZDLWLQJ�OLQHV��WR�SHRSOH�
VWRSSHG�DW�WUḊF�OLJKWV��WR�VWUDQJHUV�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW��IRU�*RG¶V�VDNH��
With me he threw tantrums. You’d think I was an evil stepmother 
LQVWHDG�RI�D�ZRPDQ�WU\LQJ�WR�UDLVH�KHU�NLG�ULJKW��
:KHQ�,�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��OLIH¶V�XQIDLU��,�JDYH�XS�D�JRRG�MRE�DV�D�SUDFWLFDO�
nurse to raise him. My husband, when I told him I was pregnant, 
VDLG��/HW¶V�KDYH�LW��$IWHUZDUG�P\�OLIH�ZDV�WXUQHG�XSVLGH�GRZQ��,�ZDV�
the one stuck in the house all day, the one had to discipline the boy, 
KDG�WR�VKRZ�KLP�DFWLRQV�KDYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV²*RGGDPQ�WKDW�PDQ��
Let me see what I can do about the banging and cursing . . . No, don’t 
leave. I’ll be right back. 

# 

7KHUH��,�JDYH�KLP�D�SLOO��3XW�XS�TXLWH�D�¿JKW��EXW�LQ�WKH�HQG�KH�WRRN�LW��
Now what was I saying? Oh, yeah, discipline. I remember one 
SDUWLFXODU�WLPH�,�KDG�WR�WHDFK�WKH�ER\�ULJKW�IURP�ZURQJ��+H�ORYHG�WR�
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SOD\�LQ�WKH�VDQG�ER[�LQ�WKH�EDFN\DUG��,I�\RX�WXUQ�\RXU�KHDG��\RX�FDQ�
VHH�P\�JDUGHQ�DQG�WKH�VDQGER[�IURP�WKH�NLWFKHQ�ZLQGRZ��,�WROG�KLP�
KH�FRXOG�SOD\�LQ�WKH�VDQG�LI�KH�GLGQ¶W�PHVV�ZLWK�WKH�ÀRZHUEHGV��,�WDNH�
great pride in my garden. What the little devil did, though, he dug 
LQWR�WKH�GLUW�DQG�XSURRWHG�P\�SUHWW\�PHUU\�EHOOV��+H�VKRYHOHG�WKHP�
into his pail, he said, because he wanted to look at them all the time. 
I didn’t mean to hurt them, Mommy, he whined. Don’t talk back, 
,�ZDUQHG�KLP��MXVW�GRQ¶W�WDON�EDFN��7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�VWUDZ��'D\V�RI�
ZRUN�ZLSHG�RXW�LQ�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV��+H�VOHSW�LQ�WKH�VDQGER[�WKDW�QLJKW��
you can believe it. 

My husband, as usual, thought I was too hard on him. The man has 
D�GLVSRVLWLRQ²KRZ�WR�SXW�LW²WRR�TXLFN�WR�OHW�WKLQJV�VOLGH��+H�JRW�UHDO�
mad. Enough is enough! he yelled. 

2K��\HDK"�,�VDLG��*HW�R̆�\RXU�KLJK�KRUVH��,�VDLG�,�EHW�WKH�NLG�GRQ¶W�JR�
QHDU�WKH�ÀRZHUV�DQ\PRUH��LV�ZKDW�,�VDLG��,Q�IDFW��KH�QHYHU�XVHG�WKH�
sand box again. 

,�JRWWD�DGPLW��P\�KXVEDQG�DQG�PH��ZH�XVHG�WR�¿JKW�RYHU�WKDW�ER\�D�
ORW��%HIRUH�KH�JRW�VLFN��KH¶G�\HOO�OLNH�D�EDQVKHH��$FFXVHG�PH�RI�KXUWLQJ�
P\�RZQ�VRQ��&RPH�R̆�LW��,�WROG�KLP��(YHU\�NLG�JHWV�EUXLVHV��VR�GRQ¶W�
JHW�VR�KLJK�DQG�PLJKW\��+H�HYHQ�EODPHG�PH�IRU�WKH�DFFLGHQW��%XW��IRU�
sure, I did everything I could to save the boy. I gave him CPR like the 
SURIHVVLRQDO�,�DP��:KHQ�KH�ZRXOGQ¶W�EUHDWKH��,�WKRXJKW�,�EHWWHU�FDOO�����

7KHQ�WKH�VLUHQV�VWDUW�VFUHHFKLQJ�DQG�HYHU\ERG\�FRPHV�UXQQLQJ�RXW�RI�
WKHLU�KRXVHV�DQG�VRPHERG\�\DQNV�WKH�ER\�RXW�RI�P\�DUPV��UXGH�OLNH��
%HIRUH�,�NQRZ�LW��,¶P�LQ�WKH�KRVSLWDO�ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�QXUVHV�DQG�GRFWRUV�
VFUHDPLQJ�DW�HDFK�RWKHU��0\�KXVEDQG�VKRZV�XS�DQG�EHIRUH�DQ\RQH�
FDQ�VWRS�KLP��KH�JUDEV�WKH�GULSSLQJ�ERG\�DQG�SXOOV�LW�R̆�WKH�JXUQH\��
7KHQ�KH�JLYHV�PH�D�IXQQ\�ORRN��,�VKRXOG�KDYH�ORFNHG�WKH�SRRO�JDWH��KH�
VD\V��+H¶V�URFNLQJ�WKH�ERG\�DQG�FU\LQJ�OLNH�D�EDE\��VREELQJ�VR�KDUG�
he can’t catch his breath. An EMT rushes to retrieve the body and 
another practically carries my husband to a chair. There, there, she’s 
cooing like a mother bird, there, there. Pretty soon the police show 
up and ask me how it happened. I say he disobeyed me, that’s how.  
I told him never to go near the pool without my permission. 

# 

0PPP��&R̆HH¶V�UHDG\��6PHOOV�JRRG��,¶P�VR�JODG�\RX�GHFLGHG�WR�YLVLW��
6LQFH�WKH�IXQHUDO��P\�QHLJKERUV�DFW�UHDO�FRRO�WRZDUG�PH��,�ZRQ¶W�OHW�
LW�ERWKHU�PH�WRR�PXFK��WKRXJK��HVSHFLDOO\�QRZ�,�KDYH�D�QHZ�IULHQG��
Come on, have a doughnut. 
'DPPLW��/LVWHQ�WR�KLP��/LNH�VRQ��OLNH�IDWKHU��ULJKW"�,¶OO�JR�JLYH�KLP�
DQRWKHU�SLOO��PDNH�VXUH�KH�GRQ¶W�������:KDW"�6R�VRRQ"�$�TXLFN�FXS"�$K��
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too bad. Maybe another time then, when my husband’s not making 
so much noise. 
2Q�\RXU�ZD\�RXW�WDNH�DQRWKHU�ORRN�DW�P\�IDYRULWH�SKRWR�RI�WKH�ER\��
WKH�RQH�ZLWK�KLV�EDFN�WR�WKH�VXUI²<HV��\HV��,�NQRZ�\RX¶UH�EXV\��QHZ�WR�
WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�DQG�DOO��,I�\RX�JHW�D�FKDQFH��SXW�LQ�D�JRRG�ZRUG�IRU�
me with the others. Like I said, I could use the company. 
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Ties 
Matthew J. Spireng

First tug, I knew. Bow knots on ties 
holding the thin, worn cushion 
to the old wooden chair, knots 

snug, reluctant, tied by my mother, 
GHDG�QRZ�RYHU�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDUV��.QRWV 
I was untying Mother’s work, 

ties that have long held, knots 
not to be undone easily so it seemed 
,�FRXOG�IHHO�WKHP�EHLQJ�SXOOHG�WLJKW�
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Crosses along a Highway  
Far from Home
Matthew J. Spireng

$W�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�URDG��VPDOO 
ZKLWH�ZRRGHQ�FURVV�ZLWK�¿UVW�QDPH 
in crude black block letters

on the crossbar, date vertically 
EHORZ��D�ZUHDWK�RI�IDGHG�DUWL¿FLDO�ÀRZHUV 
almost as tall as the cross

leaning against it so the cross 
tilts slightly in weeds grown up 
where it stands. Three more

RI�ZHDWKHU�ZRUQ�ZRRG�WRJHWKHU 
DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�ZRRGV�EHDULQJ 
RQO\�¿UVW�QDPHV��WKH�VDPH�GDWH

as the white one, what appear to be 
UHPQDQWV�RI�D�UHDO�ZUHDWK�LQ�WKH�EXVKHV 
where the trees begin. Imagine

WKDW�QLJKW��SROLFH�DQG�¿UH¿JKWHUV� 
EULJKW�OLJKWV�ÀDVKLQJ��DQG�WKH�VWRU\� 
EXULHG�QRZ�IRU�VWUDQJHUV�LQ�DUFKLYHV

RI�D�ORFDO�SDSHU��VWLOO�IUHVK�IRU�WKRVH 
who have lived here long and drive 
HDFK�GD\�SDVW�QDPHV�WKH\�IXOO\�NQRZ�
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Childhood’s Past 
Diane Webster

Childhood photos collaged together 
RQ�SRVWHU�ERDUG�IRU�DOO�RI�XV 
to match number with name 
black and white, color 
VHSDUDWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�IRU�D�FOXH� 
but we all look the same 
except to our parents. 
$�JURXS�RI�FKLOGUHQ�IRUJHWWLQJ 
yesterday’s injustices 
grown up today 
learning to hold a grudge, 
tallying each comment 
DV�EDFN�ELWLQJ�ELWFKLQJ 
LQVWHDG�RI�ZDQWLQJ�WR�SOD\�DJDLQ 
tomorrow. 
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Chasm Walls Scowl
Diane Webster
Can they get along better 
apart glowering at each other 
like two puzzle pieces 
NQRZLQJ�\LQ�\DQJ�¿WV 
together but never desire 
UHXQLRQ�IRUHYHUPRUH" 
 
Separation rubble litters 
FKDVP�ÀRRU��SDUW\�DIWHU 
FRQIHWWL�PHVV�OHIW�LQ�GXVW�FRYHU 
ZLWK�RQO\�UDLQ�WR�FOHDQ�VXUIDFH� 
 
Inept stone throws between two 
tumble in silence to bottom 
echoing accusations 
RI�KH�VDLG�VKH�VDLG 
together in Big Bang, 
separate in millennial erosion. 
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The Invention of Weather 
Marte Carlock

,Q�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV�DIWHU�FUHDWLRQ��*RG�UHDOL]HG�VRPHWKLQJ�ZDV�PLVVLQJ� 
³7KH�KXPDQ�UDFH�LV�WRR�XQGLVFLSOLQHG�́ �KH�PXVHG��³,�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�RI�
some way to express my displeasure. Something not too destructive. 
%XW�UHDOO\�LQFRQYHQLHQW�́  
³1R�¿UH�RU�EULPVWRQH"´�ZKLQHG�%HHO]HEXE��ZKR�ZDV�UHDOO\�
GLVDSSRLQWHG��³1R�ÀRRGV"´ 

“Tried that. Something smaller scale. Not permanent. But easily 
UHSHDWHG�́  
³'LVUXSWLYH��6RPHWKLQJ�WKDW�EULQJV�OLIH�WR�D�KDOW�́  
³-XVW�WHPSRUDULO\��,GHDO�LI�WKH\�WKLQN�WKH\�KDYH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�LW��*HW�
ULG�RI�LW�VR�OLIH�FDQ�JR�RQ�́  
³+DV�WR�FDXVH�WKHP�D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�́  
³%XW�XQQHFHVVDU\�ZRUN��%HFDXVH�DIWHU�WKH\�GR�WKH�ZRUN²PD\EH�D�
JRRG�ZKLOH�DIWHU±LW�GRHV�JR�DZD\��$QG�PD\EH�FRPHV�EDFN�ZLWKRXW�
ZDUQLQJ��6R�WKH\�KDYH�WR�GR�LW�DOO�RYHU�DJDLQ�́  
The Devil pondered in his sniveling way and said, “It shouldn’t be 
SUHWW\�́  
³0D\EH�LW�ZLOO�EH�DW�¿UVW��&KLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHLU�LQQRFHQFH�ZLOO�ZHOFRPH�LW��
$V�WLPH�JRHV�RQ�LW�EHFRPHV�FRUUXSWHG��*HWV�XJO\�́  
³7XUQV�EODFN��7KH�EHVW�FRORU��$QG�JULWW\�́ �%HHO]HEXE�KDG�QRW�HQMR\HG�
KLPVHOI�VR�PXFK�VLQFH�WKH�H[SXOVLRQ�IURP�(GHQ��+H�KDG�DQRWKHU�
inspiration. 
³&RPH�WR�WKLQN�RI�LW��\RX¶YH�IRUJRWWHQ�WKH�EHVW�SDUW��,W�VKRXOG�EH�
XQEHDUDEOH�WR�WKHLU�PLVHUDEOH�ERGLHV��+RW�DV��ZKDW�HOVH"´� 
+H�JULQQHG�HYLOO\��³0\�GRPDLQ��RI�FRXUVH�́  
³1R��FROG��&ROGHU�WKDQ�WKH�HQG�RI�&UHDWLRQ��0LJKW\�ZLQGV�́  
³$OO�ULJKW��6RXQGV�SHUIHFW�́ �FDFNOHG�WKH�'HYLO� 
³:KDW�HOVH�ZRXOG�\RX�H[SHFW�IURP�0H"´ 
6DWDQ�VQHHUHG��³<RX�KDYH�WR�DGPLW�,�KHOSHG�́  
God smiled indulgently, stretched out his hand and said, “Let there 
EH�VQRZ�́  
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Homage to Cathartidae 
Timothy Dodd

In my bedroom I can hear the vultures disappearing 
WUHHVLGH��,W¶V�QRW�WKDW�RXU�XELTXLWRXV�FDUV�FDQ¶W�FUHDWH 
FDUULRQ�IDVW�HQRXJK��2U�WKDW�ZH�ZDQW�WR�FOHDQ�FDUFDVV 
 
ourselves. It’s not that we want to wipe up our own 
GLUW\�ZRUN�RU�RYHUVHH�D�VH[LHU�VDQLWL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODQG� 
4XLWH�WKH�RSSRVLWH��,�PHDQ��WKLQN�RI�/LQGD�EHVLGH�PH� 
 
VKH�ZRXOGQ¶W�JHW�RXW�WR�UHPRYH�D�FDUFDVV�RI�DQ\�NLQG 
IURP�RXU�QLFH�GULYHZD\��PXFK�OHVV�EHQG�RYHU�WR�VQL̆ 
it or pick up with her teeth and carry over the hillside. 
 
Not saying I’m much better necessarily, but this bird 
is outcast now, exiled in our updated mind. I wonder 
ZKHUH�WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�À\�WR"�2U�GR�WKH\�GULS�WR�ERQH" 
 
6DFUHG�LQ�SKDUDRQLF�(J\SW��V\PERO�IRU�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ 
RI�5RPH��D�WDOLVPDQ�IRU�KDSSLQHVV�LQ�DQFLHQW�*UHHFH� 
When, why, did this illustrious beak get blackballed? 
 
'HDG�ERG\�RI�P\�RZQ��SODFH�LW�RQ�D�7RZHU�RI�6LOHQFH� 
3DUVL�SUDFWLFH��)RU�LI�WKLV�VR�FDOOHG�KDUELQJHU�RI�GHDWK 
GLHV�RXW�LWVHOI��ZH��WRR��DUH�WKH�VKRUW�URDG�WR�H[WLQFWLRQ� 
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Breathing Today’s Plants 
Timothy Dodd

The trees inside your mouth 
are now wires, tubes, metal 
mined underground, a silver 
XUJH�WR�FKRS�LW�DOO�GRZQ��¿OO 
WKH�IRUHVW�ZLWK�D�QHZ�PLJKW 
 
and the walleye swimming 
under your tongue have lost 
their shimmer to guardrails 
FULVVFURVVLQJ�WHHWK��¿VKERQH 
VSLQHV�ÀRDWLQJ�GHDG�OLTXLG� 
 
3XOO�RXW�WKH�URRWV��FKRS�R̆ 
crests and caps, nickel pour 
WR�FUHHN��WKH�OLQH�RI�RXU�HOPV 
SXVKHG�IDUWKHU�EDFN�WR�EOXU 
WKH�YRLG��FROG�VWULSSHG��FKLOO� 
 
,QVLGH�,�DP�IXOO�RQ�ORJ�KDXO� 
FDYLW\�FDUULHG�WR�ERWWRPODQG 
where a bleach in my throat 
UROOV�WKH�FRSSHU�IDU�DZD\��P\ 
grave, elderly visit unknown. 
 
In the mirror, to look closely 
at a gap in my dentistry, rides 
the river over my gums, seed 
VZDOORZ�LQ�PDULJROG��GD̆RGLO 
ZRUGV�FDXJKW�LQ�FURFXV��OHIW 
 
RQ�RXU�IRVVLOV�IDOOLQJ�WR�UHFHVV� 
tighten up today, teen braces 
LQ�UHTXLHP��WKH�IRUHPDQ�VLWV 
at the gate. Let nothing pass, 
EXW�VPHOO\�IXPHV�¿OOLQJ�ROG�DLU�
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vestiges
Ron Torrence

milky way
a disc

spiraling
through the universe

trailing
cosmic dust

earth
a sphere
elipsing

through the solar system
trailing

hydrogen and helium

i
a particle
darting

through a cloud chamber

trailing

D�IHZ�VFULEEOHG�OLQHV

my children’s photos

otherwise

empty

rooms
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without love
Ron Torrence

Iear rules
multitudes

hijacking
minds
EHIRUH

they can think

warping
values
EHIRUH

they can guide

igniting
hate
EHIRUH

love can heal

would be kings
take

center stage
haloing themselves with divinity

R̆HULQJ

protection
leadership

enlightenment

grasping

boundless wealth
limitless power

WRWDO�GRPLQDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ

sucking
civilization’s

blood

until death
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The Hour of the Star 
Richard Wirick
for Nicole Krauss
,�EHOLHYH�,�DP�JRRG�+RQGXUDQ�ZLIH��3HUIHFW"�1RW�SUREDEO\��%XW�ZKDW�
LV�SHUIHFW"�$OO�SHRSOH�DOO�WKH�WLPH��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�QRUWK�RI�WKH�
%RUGHU��ORRN�IRU�SHUIHFWLRQ�LQ�OLIH��)DWKHU�+LGDOJR�WDONV�RI�WKLV�PXFK��
+H�VD\V�KH�IHHOV�VDG�IRU�WKHP�DQG�WKDW�WKHLU�TXHVW�LV�ULGLFXORXV��:H�
inhabit this earth, he said, to learn and to assist all others who come 
WR�XV��$QG�ZH�OHDUQ�RQO\�E\�PDNLQJ�WKH�PLVWDNHV��3HUIHFWLRQ�LV�QRW�
OLIH��/LNH�D�OHDWKHU�EHOW�ZLWK�QR�VFẊQJ�LV�QRW�D�UHDO�EHOW��,W�LV�WKH�
LGHDO�EHOW��LQ�+HDYHQ��OLNH�WKH�3ODWR�ZULWHV��/LIH�LV�VWHSV�DQG�VWUXJJOHV�
DQG�PDUNV�RI�WKH�WRROLQJ�ZH�SXW�LQWR�RXU�H̆RUWV�DV�ZH�JHW�EHWWHU�
7R�¿QG�SHUIHFW�ZH�PXVW�ZDLW��7KH�DIWHUOLIH�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�ORRN�DURXQG��
JD]H�RQ�WKH�SHUIHFW��$�FKLOG�ZKR�LV�DOZD\V�REHGLHQW��7KH�KLJK�SDOP�
WKDW�KDV�WKH�SHUIHFW�V\PPHWU\��7KHUH��QRW�KHUH��,W�ZDLWV�IRU�XV��8QOLNH�
WKH�PLVWDNHV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��ZKHUH�DOO�RI�LW�KDV�WKH�FKDQJHV��+HDYHQ�ZLOO�
QRW�VXUSULVH�XV�ZLWK�FKDQJHV��RU�PDNH�DQ\WKLQJ�JR�DZD\��7KH�DIWHU�
OLIH�ZDLWV�IRU�XV��QRW�FDULQJ��EXW�DOVR�QRW�OHWWLQJ�XV�WRXFK�LW�MXVW�\HW�
:H�KDYH�IRXU�FKLOGUHQ��WZR�VRQV�DQG�WZR�GDXJKWHUV��0\�KXVEDQG�
GRHV�QRW�VD\�VR��EXW�,�FDQ�IHHO�KLV�SULGH�LQ�KDYLQJ�VRQV��+H�VD\V�KH�
ZDQWV�RXU�IDPLO\¶V�QDPH�WR�ODVW�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW�GD\�RQ�HDUWK��ZKLFK�KH�
VD\V�PLJKW�EH�VRRQ�DV�WKH�QH[W�UDLQ��+H�ZRUULHV�IRU�RXU�MXQJOHV��,I�KH�
were a giant he would hang their high canopies with crepe. 
So bright is the sun today that people walking by the open door 
ÀRDW�ÀDW�DQG�TXLFN�DV�VKDGRZV��ÀHFNV�RI�EODFN��%XW�OHVV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�
YLVLW�QRZ��7KHUH�LV�RQO\�WKH�VWDQGLQJ�GRRUIUDPH�WKDW�,�VHH��D�VTXDUH�
burning orange in the jungle air. 
The army men come at night. Their guns are large and black and I 
KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�XS�QHDU�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKH\�PDNH�WKH�¿ULQJ��$�ORW�RI�WKH�
VROGLHUV�KDYH�EURZQ�JUHHQ�VSRWWHG�FORWKHV±³FDPR´�WKH\�FDOO�WKHP±�
and the other men with them are dressed in black, with bulges 
XQGHU�WKHLU�DUPV�EHQHDWK�WKH�EODFN�MDFNHWV��7KH�WRS�EXWWRQ�RI�WKHLU�
XQLIRUPV�DUH�DOZD\V�IDVWHQHG�
7KH\�ORRN�WKURXJK�WKH�KRXVH��WKH�WLSV�RI�WKHLU�JXQV�DOPRVW�WRXFKLQJ�
the ceiling. There are no warrants. There are no orders or missions. 
,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�\RXU�IDPLO\��WR�VHH�WKHP�DJDLQ��\RX�DUH�GRLQJ�
as they have told you. I never knew anyone who did not do that, and 
yet came back. Actually, there are no such people. They become part 
RI�WKH�PDQ\�YDQLVKHG�
My husband is inventing a new exercise, at least that’s the way he 
VD\V�LW��+H�FODSV�KLV�KDQGV�WZLFH��ODUJH�KDQGV�WKDW�DUH�YHU\�ORXG��DQG�
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RXU�IRXU�FKLOGUHQ�OD\�GRZQ�RQ�WKHLU�VWRPDFKV��7KLV�LV�VR�QR�RQH�FDQ�
VHH�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�IURQW�ZLQGRZV��2XU�QHLJKERUV�GR�WKH�VDPH��0RVW�
RI�WKH�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�PDQ\�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ��,W�ZRXOG�EH�GL̇FXOW�WR�KDYH�
WKDW�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��LI�HYHU\RQH�KDG�WR�JR�ÀDW��7KH�GDXJKWHUV�JR�
ÀDW�LQ�GL̆HUHQW�ZD\V��WKHLU�DUPV�JRLQJ�XS�DQG�GRZQ��OLNH�ZKHQ�WKH\�
make mud angels on the riverbank. 
Adela lies sometimes so very still it is like she is dead. She says that 
was what she was trying to do. To be dead. To be the very thing we 
JR�ÀDW�IRU��VR�LW�ZLOO�QRW�KDSSHQ��6KH�WLJKWHQV�KHU�H\HV�FORVHG��6KH�
puts her hands together like a prayer, like the church steeple in the 
¿QJHU�JDPH��2U�VKH�SXWV�KHU�DUPV�DORQJ�WKH�VLGH�RI�KHU�ERG\��OLNH�WKH�
UHDO�GHDG��ZKR�FOHDU�D�SODFH�RQ�WKHLU�FKHVW�IRU�WKH�VRXO�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�
À\�XS�QHDWO\�WKURXJK�WKH�ERQHV��7KH�VRXOV�RI�WKH�GHDG�ULVH��RI�WKLV�,�
DP�FHUWDLQ��IRU�LW�LV�IDVKLRQHG�E\�RXU�*RG�DORQJ�ZLWK�RXU�ERGLHV��7KH�
VRXO��ULVLQJ��VKLYHUV�DW�¿UVW�OLNH�D�UXVWOLQJ�GUHVV�EXW�WKHQ�WKUREV�DQG�
WKUREV�LQWR�LWV�EULJKWQHVV��D�VWDU�RYHU�WKH�JUDVVHV�RI�WKH�SODQR��/LNH�
WKH�SRHW�VD\V��RXU�GHDWK�LV�WKH�KRXU�RI�WKH�VWDU�
7KH�ER\V�JURZ�XS�IDVWHU��7KH\�ZDON�WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�WKH�WRZQ�E\�
themselves, but mostly they try to stay together. They have seen 
some things. Once they were walking, I saw, the one behind the 
RWKHU��OLNH�FDUV�RI�D�WUDLQ��)DWKHU�+LGDOJR�ZDV�DQ�DSSUHQWLFH�SULHVW�
LQ�7HJXFLJDOSD��+H�FDPH�KHUH�IRU�WUDLQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VHQLRU�-HVXLWV��
ZKR�FDPH�WR�LQVWUXFW�LQ�WKH�/DWLQ�DQG�RWKHU�KRO\�ODQJXDJH²RQHV�
ZH�RXUVHOYHV�KDYH�NHSW�SLHFHV�RI�IURP�WKH�GD\V�ZKHQ�RXU�SHRSOH�
worshipped the jungle creatures. Father says the closest the Church 
RI�5RPH�FRPHV�WR�WKDW�ZDV�6DLQW�)UDQFLV��+H�ZDV�WKH�SULHVW�RI�WKH�
ZLOG��ERWK�RI�SODQWV�DQG�RI�DQLPDOV��%XW�PRVWO\�DQLPDOV��+H�ORYHG�
even snakes and the Capybara, the large, wet ratlike thing that the 
Yanomamo in the south kill and eat. St. Francis would stand in the 
VXQ��VD\V�)DWKHU��DQG�WKH�ELUGV�FDPH�GRZQ�WR�VLW�RQ�KLV�¿QJHUV�
0\�VRQV�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�ZHUH�ZDONLQJ�EHVLGH�WKH�ORQJ�SRUFKHG�
ERGHJD��DQG�)DWKHU�+LGDOJR�DQG�)DWKHU�3LR�ZHUH�ZDONLQJ�WKH�VDPH��
RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�VWUHHW��ZKHQ�LW�KDSSHQHG�
Someone shot Father Pio in the head, a single bullet. The sound 
RI�LW�IURP�WKH�JXQ�PDGH�DQ�RYHUODSSLQJ�FUDFN��7KH�WRS�RI�KLV�KHDG�
H[SORGHG�DQG�SLHFHV�RI�ERQH�ÀHZ�PDQ\�IHHW��VRPH�KLWWLQJ�WKH�ER\V�
DQG�WKH�ORQJ�ERGHJD�UDLO��7KHQ�KH�IHOO�IRUZDUG��1R�RQH��QRW�HYHQ�KLV�
IHOORZ�SULHVWV��FDPH�RXW�WR�JHW�KLV�ERG\�XQWLO�DIWHU�WKH�GDUN��%ORRG�
SRROHG�RXW�OLNH�D�WLQ\�SRQG�ZKHUH�KH�OD\��WKH�JXVK�RI�LW�VRPHWLPHV�
VWURQJ�HQRXJK�WR�PRYH�WKH�IROGV�RI�KLV�FDVVRFN�
7KH�ER\V�UDQ��6RPH�WRJHWKHU��2WKHUV�VFDWWHULQJ��7KH�DLU�ZDV�¿OOHG�
ZLWK�WKH�VPRNH�WKDW�FRPHV�RXW�RI�WKH�JXQ��&RUGLWH��7KLQJV�ZLWK�
EHDXWLIXO�QDPHV��ZLWK�VFLHQFH�QDPHV��VHHP�WR�VZDUP�XS�DURXQG�XV�
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WKHVH�GD\V�OLNH�WKH�DLU�RI�+HOO��
0HQ�IURP�WKH�FLW\¶V�SROLFLD�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�WDON�WR�WKH�VKRSNHHSHUV�
ZRUNLQJ�ZKHUH�WKH�)DWKHU�KDG�IDOOHQ��7KH�VWRUH�ZRUNHUV�WDNH�WXUQV�
coming out and cleaning with buckets, and spraying hoses.
My children, all children, wonder what happens next, when they 
ZDON�E\�WKH�EXFNHWV�RI�EORRG\�ZDWHU��VSRQJHV�ÀRDWLQJ�LQ�WKHP��:KDW�
happens next is nothing.
It is the national police, the army really, who are making these things 
KDSSHQ��7KH\�EHOLHYH�WKH�SULHVWV�IHHG�WKH�JXHULOODV��WDNLQJ�WKH�IRRG�
RQ�WKH�EDFNV�RI�EXUURV�ZLWK�EODQNHWV�DQG�ZDWHU��7KH�JXQV�DQG�PDSV�
DUH�NHHSLQJ�LQ�WKH�ER[HV�EHKLQG�WKH�EDFN�ZDOO�WR�WKH�IDU�OLWWOH�FKDSHOV�
LQ�WKH�MXQJOH��6RPH�RI�WKH�FKDSHOV�DUH�QR�ODUJHU�WKDQ�URRPV��ZLWK�
ÀRRUV�VR�QDUURZ�RQO\�WZR�PHQ�FRXOG�VOHHS�RQ�WKHP�VLGH�E\�VLGH�
7KH�VWUXJJOH�KDV�JRQH�RQ�IRU�VR�ORQJ��2XU�OHDGHUV�KDYH�RQO\�RQH�IHDU�
and that is the communism. There can be disease. There can be none 
RI�WKH�FOHDQ�ZDWHU��7KH�VWRUHV�GR�QRW�KDYH�PHGLFLQHV�DQG�WKH�IRRG�LQ�
FDQV�FRPH�IURP�IDU�R̆�VRPHZKHUH��,W�LV�DOZD\V�WDVWLQJ�ROG�
%XW�LW�LV�RQO\�WKH�FRPPXQLVP��WKH\�WKLQN�FRPLQJ�IURP�&XED�RU�
9HQH]XHOD��WKDW�PDNHV�WKHP�IULJKWHQHG�HQRXJK�WR�EH�WHUULEOH��7R�
shoot down a priest! Where else does this happen also? Nowhere, not 
even in the countries where the priests and monsignors are banned. 
,W�ZDV�QRW�DOORZHG�LQ�WKH�5XVVLD�,�ZDV�WROG�RI�ZKHQ�D�FKLOG��WKLV�
NLOOLQJ�RI�SULHVWV��2QO\�KHUH��2QO\�QRZ�

6R�WKLV�LV�ZK\�ZH�GR�QRW�OHW�RXU�VRQV�JR�RXWVLGH��,W�LV�VDIH�IRU�WKH�
girls. My daughters will not be taken or raped. But boys are taken 
DZD\��WR�EH�WDXJKW�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�JXHULOOD��7KH�DXWKRULWLHV��WKH�VPDOO�
circle around the caudillo, think they are given a schooling in the 
FRPPXQLVP��DQG�WKDW�WKH\�VSHQG�PRVW�RI�WKH�GD\V�OHDUQLQJ�WR�VKRRW��
%LJ�JXQV��DQG�ERPEV�E\�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�URDG�WR�EORZ�RYHU�WKH�WDQNV�
DQG�EXUQ�WKH�PHQ�LQVLGH��<RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�ERGLHV�RQ�WKH�URDG�LI�\RX�JR�
KLJK�HQRXJK��7KHVH�DUH�WKH�¿JKWHUV�ZKR�KDYH�IRXJKW�WR�WKH�ODVW��ZKR�
KDYH�OHIW�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�WKH�KRXU�RI�WKH�VWDU�
There is much building now in our small city. We have money 
IURP�WKH�8�6��WKDW�WKH�FDXGLOOR�VD\V�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�SDYH�URDGV��WR�
VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�VHZHUV�ZLWK�VWURQJHU�ZDOOV��6R�PXFK�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�
underground. Not even the children, the little boys, can go and watch 
WKH�ZRUNLQJ�RI�WKH�\HOORZ�WUXFNV�
%XW�PRVW�RI�WKH�PRQH\��ZH�NQRZ��LV�IRU�WKH�DUP\��7KH\�DUH�WR�NHHS�
XV�VDIH�EHIRUH�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�KDSSHQ��DQG�WR�PDNH�RXU�
lives better. The army’s trucks are green, but the dust has coated 
WKHP�E\�QLJKWIDOO��,W�LV�LQ�GDUNQHVV�WKDW�WKH�DUP\�FRPHV��DQG�WKH�
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guerillas also. It is in these blackest and moonless months that the 
DUP\�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�WDNH�\RXU�VRQ��$QG�LI�KH�GRHV�QRW�FRPH�ZLWK�WKHP�
KH�UXQV��$QG�LI�KH�UXQV�LW�PD\�VLPSO\�EH�KLV�WLPH�WR�EH�ZLWK�RXU�'LRV��
KLV�KRXU�FRPH�URXQG�DW�ODVW�WR�WKH�KRXU�RI�WKH�VWDUW�
7KH�JXHULOODV�ORVH�PDQ\�RI�WKHLU�JXQQHUV��DQG�PXVW�GR�WKH�UHSODFLQJ�
ZLWK�QHZ�\RXQJ�PHQ��7KH�ULÀHV�DUH�KHDY\�WR�FDUU\��7KH�VKRWV�FRPH�
RXW�RI�WKH�OHDI\�DLU��7KH�¿JKWHUV�KLGH�EHKLQG�WKHLU�DUPRUHG�GRRUV�
DIWHU�DQ�DPEXVK�E\�WKH�DUP\��ZKHUH�WKH�WDQNV�FRPH�RXW�DQG�VWRS�
to block the cars. The guerillas crouch behind their armored doors, 
still shooting when they cannot get through. But the army has been 
WUDLQHG�E\�WKH�$PHULFDQV��DQG�KDYH�WDXJKW�WKHP�WKH�URXQG�VNLSSLQJ�
VKRWV��VKRRWLQJ�WKH�DVSKDOW�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHLU�MHHSV�VR�WKDW�WKH�EXOOHWV�
À\�XS�LQWR�WKH�OHJV�RI�WKH�KLGLQJ�PHQ��,W�LV�OLNH�ER\V�VNLSSLQJ�VWRQHV�
RQ�D�SRQG��7KHUH�LV�QR�ERG\�DUPRU�IRU�WKH�OHJV�DQG�NQHHV��DQG�VR�WKH�
PHQ�EOHHG�RXW�LQ�SRROV�RI�EORRG\�IURQGV�DQG�JUDYHO�
The greatest terror, and this I know, is the war between the sides in 
WKH�ERUGHUV�RI�\RXU�RZQ�FRXQWU\��%HFDXVH�LW�LV�WKH�EDWWOH�WR�FDSWXUH�
ER\V�WR�EH�VROGLHUV��:KRVH�VROGLHUV"�)DWKHU�+LGDOJR�VD\V��³:KR�
JHWV�WKHUH�¿UVW�́ �,Q�HDFK�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WRZQ��MXVW�DV�LQ�7HJXFLJDOSD��
WKH�ORJV�RI�PDOH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�NHSW�DV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�WLPHV��WKH�WLPH�RI�
+HURG��6LJQV�RQ�WKH�GRRUV��:KLWH�KDQGV��7KH�EHDW�RI�WKH�ZLQJV�RI�
DQJHOV�SDVVLQJ�RYHU�LQ�JHVWXUHV�RI�UHVFXH�
Imagine the people in the Salvadoran church, the Father’s back shot 
WKURXJK�DV�KH�OLIWHG�WKH�+RVW��7KH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��7KH�%RG\�RI�0DQ��
7KH�EORRG�WKDW�VDYHV�WKH�ZRUOG�IURP�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�ERG\�RI�VRPHRQH�
born as a boy.
,I�D�ER\�PXVW�EH�GUDJJHG�E\�WKH�DUP\�IURP�RXW�RI�D�KRXVH�RU�D�KLGLQJ�
place, they are screaming and punching their arms in the air. But 
WKH\�NQRZ�HQRXJK�QRW�WR�UHVLVW�WRR�PXFK��7KH\�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHLU�IDWKHU�
ZRXOG�EH�VKRW�EHIRUH�WKHLU�H\HV��6R�WKH\�VWRS�WKHLU�VFUHDPLQJ��7KH\�
go like men. They allow themselves to be taken.
:KDW�LV�D�FLW\�ZLWKRXW�LWV�VRQV"�:KDW�LV�D�IDWKHU�ZLWKRXW�KLV�VRQ"�³,Q�
WKH�EOLQN�RI�DQ�H\H�́ �WKH�)DWKHU�VD\V��³WKDW�VZLIWO\�ZLOO�HDFK�RI�WKHP�
be taken.
0\�VRQV�DUH�WRR�\RXQJ�IRU�QRZ��7R�EH�WDNHQ��0\�KXVEDQG�DQG�,�
WKLQN�RI�SD\LQJ�VRPH�PHQ��SXWWLQJ�WKH�ER\V�XQGHU�WKH�ORDGV�RI�WKH�
melon trucks driving over the plano to Guatemala. Not even the 
DUP\�ZRXOG�WU\�IRU�WKHP�QRZ��7KRXJK�WLQ\�ER\V�D�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�
ago would be taken. They would be trained that early by the Turks. 
&DVWUDWHG��6HUYDQWV�RI�NLQJV��'UHVVLQJ�LQ�UREHV�ZLWK�SOXPHV�OLNH�WKH�
4XHW]HO¶V�IHDWKHUV�
7KH�VWUDLQ�RI�LW�SXWV�WKH�SUHVVXUH�RQ�P\�KXVEDQG�DQG�PH��,W�LV�KDUG�



53

WR�EH�QRUPDO��%XW�ZH�PXVW�NHHS�JRLQJ��6RPHWLPHV�RXU�OLIH�VRXQGV�
like a joke we are saying. We go on walks together. The army men are 
GLJJLQJ�DQG�SDWFKLQJ�WKH�ÀDJVWRQHV�ZKHUH�ZH�ZDON��%XW�WKH\�QHYHU�
raise their heads and meet our eyes.
0\�KXVEDQG�ZRUNV�KDUG�LQ�WKH�TXDUU\��7KH�VWRQH�KH�EULQJV�XS�LV�WKH�
VWRQH�WKH�FDXGLOOR�XVHV�IRU�SURMHFWV��IRU�VLORV�DERYH�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�
the new, great silos that are buried in our black soil, that swallow the 
ZDVWH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�SURMHFWV�
0\�KXVEDQG�GULQNV�WKH�0H]FDO��,Q�WLPH�ZKHQ�ZH�FDQ�D̆RUG�KH�EX\V�
D�ERWWOH�RI�5RPSRSD\��WKLFN�OLNH�D�\HOORZ�V\UXS��+H�LV�IDLWKIXO�XQOLNH�
WKH�PDQ\�KXVEDQGV��,W�LV�KDUG�IRU�PH�WR�EH�FORVH�WR�KLP��VR�JUHDW�LV�
WKH�VWUHVV��,�SXW�P\�KDQG�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�KLV�QHFN�WKDW�LV�VR�KDUG�DQG�
hot. I want him to do the same to me. The massage and the touch. 
-XVW�WKH�WRXFKLQJ�RI�KLV�¿QJHUV�LV�JRRG�HQRXJK�IRU�PH�WR�IHHO�KLV�ORYH�
0\�VHFUHW�SODFH�ZLOO�VRPHWLPHV�FORVH�ZKHQ�,�DP�VSHFLDOO\�DIUDLG��
My husband thinks I am making exaggerations. So I submit to his 
wishes. One night he wanted me to get on his knees and put my 
KDQGV�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZDOO�IRU�WKH�VH[��/LNH�D�SHUUR��%XW�,�DP�XVHG�WR�LW�
now. I do not wish to see him sad or angry.
2XU�QHLJKERU¶V�ER\�ZDV�WDNHQ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�VSULQJ��$�JRRG�WKLQJ�WR�
know when that happens is that the army traces him, tells you where 
he is. They will pass your letters to him. They tell you his division, 
maybe even his platoon. But it can mean nothing because they are 
PRYHG��7R�FRQIXVH�WKH�JXHULOODV��7R�NHHS�WKH�UDQNV�RI�WKH�DUP\�DOLYH��
To make the surprises in battles, the ambushes with machine guns 
smoking on their little tripods. 
%XW�LI�D�VROGLHU�IRU�WKH�DUP\�GLHV��LW�WDNHV�D�YHU\�ORQJ�WLPH�WR�UHDFK�
\RX��7R�UHDFK�WKH�IDPLOLDV��2U�WKH\�NQRZ�DQG�WKH\�GR�QRW�WHOO�\RX��,W�
is like a lie. Do you want it to be like that, so you can make into hope 
ZKDW�PLJKW�EH�WKH�OLH"�2U�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WKH�ṘFHUV�WR�FRPH�LQ�SDLUV�WR�
\RXU�GRRU��WR�WHOO�\RX�KH�KDV�FRPH�WR�WKH�KRXU�RI�WKH�VWDU"

*   *   *
6RPHWLPHV�WKH�FDXGLOOR¶V�ṘFHUV�KDYH�FHOHEUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�QHZ�
EXLOGLQJV�DQG�SURMHFWV��7KH\�ZLVK�IRU�TXDUU\PHQ�OLNH�P\�KXVEDQG�WR�
EH�WKHUH��WR�EH�VKRZQ�R̆�LQ�WKH�FURZGV�DQG�SDUDGHV��7KH�ṘFLDOV�JLYH�
WKHP�SUHVVHG�VKLUWV�RI�OLQHQ�DQG�KDYH�WKHP�VWDQG�LQ�URZV�ZKLOH�WKH�
FDXGLOOR�WDONV�RI�WKH�SURMHFWV��EUDJV�RI�WKH�QHZ�+RQGXUDV�
There are cameras that are sunk in the loam and go deep, deep, to 
PDNH�SLFWXUHV�RI�ZKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�VLORV��7KH�OHQVHV�DUH�SXW�LQWR�KROHV�
DQG�IDFH�XSZDUG��7KH�SLFWXUHV�WKH�FDPHUDV�DUH�WDNLQJ�JR�XS�RQ�D�
KLJK�VFUHHQ�DERYH�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQV��+RZ�PDQ\�VLORV�RI�VWRQHV�GR�WKH�
people need to see? The same thing over and over that the world does 
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QRW�FDUH�DERXW��:H�DUH�D�VPDOO�FRXQWU\�WKDW�QR�DPRXQW�RI�EXLOGLQJ�
FRXOG�PDNH�ODUJH��3RRU��WKDW�QR�DPRXQW�RI�SURJUHVV�FDQ�PDNH�ULFK��
Or even normal.
:H�DUH�WKH�WKLQ�ZDLVW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV��WKH�EHOW�WKDW�IDVWHQV�WKH�JUHDW�
southern countries, making their own actual continent, to the rich 
ODUJH�ODQGV�RI�WKH�QRUWK��7KH�ODQG�WR�ZKLFK�PDQ\�RI�XV�WUDYHO��RU�ZLVK�
WR��6WRULHV�FRPH�EDFN�WKDW�LW�LV�DERYH�XV�DV�+HDYHQ�LV�DERYH�XV��)XOO�RI�
DEXQGDQFH��2I�LQIXVLQJ�SHDFH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV��2I�QRW�ZDQWLQJ��7KHUH�
LV�PRUH�WR�WKH�OLIH�WKDQ�WR�ZDQW�
,�DP�DW�RQH�RI�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQV��ZLWK�WKH�SDUDGHV�DQG�WKH�DQG�WKH�
VLWWLQJ��KRQRUHG�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWDQGLQJ�TXDUU\PDQ�KXVEDQGV��
,�ZDWFK�ZLWK�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�WKH�ELJ�VFUHHQHG�LPDJHV��7KH\�DUH�IUDPHG�
DIWHU�DQ�HYHQW�OLNH�WKLV��PRXQWHG�RQ�KDUG�ERDUGV�DQG�WKHLU�IURQWV�
FRYHUHG�RYHU�ZLWK�JODVV�RU�D�JODVV�OLNH�SODVWLF�
,�VHH�XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�EOHDFKHUV�D�URZ�RI�WKH�IUDPHG�SLFWXUHV��ZDLWLQJ�
WKHUH�WR�EH�VWRUHG��2QH�LV�OHDQLQJ�ZLWK�LWV�IURQW�WXUQHG�WRZDUG�WKH�
EOHDFKHU�IUDPH��8VXDOO\�D�VROGLHU�VWDQGV�JXDUG��VWDFNV�WKHP�RU�GXVWV�
WKHP�R̆��ZUDSSLQJ�WKHP�XS�ZLWK�FDQYDV�WR�EH�WUDQVSRUWHG��%XW�RQ�
this day there is no soldier. When I crawl down to it I walk back and 
IRUWK�IRU�D�PLQXWH�WR�EH�FHUWDLQ�QR�RQH�LV�FRPLQJ�
This one had a larger camera lens. It points downward and upward 
also. I see, as in all the others, the boulders in the silo’s top. Some 
are stacked neatly and others are in a jumble, splitting apart. 
8QGHUQHDWK�WKHP�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�GL̆HUHQW��VRPHWKLQJ�,¶YH�QHYHU�VHHQ��
,�NQRZ�WKDW�IRUHVWV�DUH�FOHDUHG�WR�PDNH�VSDFH�IRU�PRUH�URFN�SLWV��
more streets and more buildings and walls. These are the limbs that 
WKH�JUHDW�\HOORZ�EXFNHWV�ELW�R̆�EHIRUH�JRLQJ�GRZQ�WR�URFN��
,�ORRN�¿UVW�DW�WKH�OHDYHV��ZKLFK�KDYH�VR�PDQ\�SRLQWV�OLNH�QR�OHDYHV�
,�KDYH�HYHU�VHHQ��%HKLQG�WKHP�DUH�WKH�OLPEV��VRPH�RI�WKHP�VWLOO�
VWUDLJKW�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKHP�VQDSSHG�LQ�WZR�RU�WKUHH�SLHFHV��7KH\�DUH�
WKLQJV�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�EHIRUH��6R�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�RI�WKH�XQLTXHQHVV�KHUH��
+RZ�PDQ\�DUH�WKH�¿YH�SRLQWHG��¿YH�SHWDOHG�ÀRZHUV��7KH\�ULVH�XS�
EHKLQG�WKH�QHZ�VPDOO�RSHQHG�RQH�OLNH�D�¿HOG�RI�OLOLHV�LQ�ZDWHU��OLNH�
the Monet. And then I know. And with knowing the sickness comes 
RYHU�PH��D�VKHHW�RI�EODFN�JULHI��:KDW�VHHPHG�DW�¿UVW�WR�EH�WKH�KDQG�
ZDV�UHDOO\�D�KDQG��ÀRDWLQJ�WKHUH�LQ�LWV�GDUN�EXFNHW�RI�EORRG��:KDW�
seemed like an arm is really an arm, and there are too many to see, 
D�KXQGUHG�RU�KXQGUHGV�RI�KXQGUHGV��7KHLU�FRORU�LV�WKH�EULJKW�ÀHVK�RI�
the young. They are signing to me, signaling:
Not in the face, they say. Not in the heart, where the Savior is seated. I am 
ready for this though I am a mere boy. I am one out of many who will see 
me soon after. Not pieces, not broken. Burning. Not burnt. Alive with the 
light I brought into the world. Alive and alive with the still lasting light. 
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Aphid
Christian Ward 
 
7KH�DSKLG�ÀXWWHULQJ 
like a birthday candle 
is happiest in this moment. 
2EOLYLRXV�WR�DQ\�6SLGHU�PDQ 
H\HG�ODG\EXJV��LW�ÀXWWHUV 
LQ�LWV�EXEEOH�RI�FRQWHQWPHQW� 
)OLHV�IURP�RQH�FRUQHU 
RI�WKH�EXV�ZLQGRZ�WR�WKH�QH[W� 
LUUHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�WKUHDW 
RI�D�UROOHG�XS�QHZVSDSHU 
or a hand poised to strike. 
It owns this moment 
and not even an arrow 
RI�VXQOLJKW�SLHUFLQJ�WKURXJK 
FDQ�WDNH�WKDW�DZD\�IURP�LW� 
Sometimes, when apocalypses 
DUH�DFFXPXODWLQJ�E\�WKH�IURQW�GRRU� 
,�GUHDP�RI�WKH�DSKLG�DQG�LWV�SVDOP 
cupping me in contentment. 
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Her Toast Untouched
Thomas Elson 
 
+HU�WRDVW�VLWV�XQWRXFKHG
Pills not taken
Orange juice glass on the counter
Where they remain during the day
And the next
$QG�WKH�RQH�DIWHU�WKDW
Toast, pills, and glass untouched
Not mentioned
By their daughter when she visits
To help
To talk
To assess
To clean the counter
To return her mother’s glass
To replace her pills in their containers
7R�OHDYH�KHU�WRDVW�IRU�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�ELUGV
7R�WDNH�KHU�IDWKHU�WR�YLVLW�KLV�ZLIH�VFDWWHUHG�E\�WKH�ULYHU�
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One Morning Each Week
Thomas Elson
2QH�GD\�D�ZHHN��P\�IDPLO\�GLG�QRW�EHJLQ�RXU�PRUQLQJV�ZLWK�EDFRQ�
DQG�HJJV�RU�HYHQ�D�ERZO�RI�FHUHDO�,�ZRXOG�ZDNH�WR�FRPSOHWH�VLOHQFH��
IROORZHG�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�E\�PXPEOLQJ��IHHW�VKẌLQJ��WKHQ�VWRPS�
LQJ�DFURVV�ÀRRUV��3DOPV�VODSSHG�GRRUMDPEV��Stay in bed. Stay quiet.
$�IHZ�DQJU\�\DZQV��7KURDWV�FOHDULQJ��0RUH�VKẌLQJ��%XW�QR�VRXQGV�
IURP�WKH�NLWFKHQ�
7KH�WKUHH�RI�XV�SUHSDUHG�VHSDUDWHO\��7KHQ�D�IHZ�PXWWHUHG�TXHVWLRQV�
Avoid this part. Do not respond. Do not engage.
(\HV�ÀDVKHG�WRZDUG�ZDOO�FORFNV�
Do not think.
More bathroom sounds. Doors closed. Teeth brushed.
Remain silent��-XVW�GR�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�GR�DQG�EH�TXLHW�
6WRROV�ÀXVK��:DWHU�UXQV��'RRUV�RSHQ��+DQJDUV�PRYH�DFURVV�GRZHOV�LQ�
the closet.
Voices:
� )DWKHU��³+XUU\�XS��$UHQ¶W�\RX�UHDG\�\HW"´
� 0RWKHU��³-XVW�EH�SDWLHQW�́
� )DWKHU��³:H�FDQ¶W�EH�ODWH�IRU�FKXUFK�́
� 0RWKHU��³,W¶V�RQO\�D�IHZ�EORFNV�DZD\�́
� )DWKHU��VKRXWV�DW�PH��³:KDW�WKH�KHOO�WDNHV�\RX�VR�ORQJ"´
Pretend I don’t hear. Too busy getting ready.
9RLFHV��:RUGV�WKDW�DUH�IRUELGGHQ�ZKHUH�ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�
� )DWKHU��³±GDPQ�LW��<RX�GR�WKLV�HYHU\�ZHHN�́
� 0RWKHU��³-XVW�ZDLW�LQ�WKH�±GDPQ�FDU�́
Repress.
The kitchen door to the garage slams against the wall, does not close. 
*DUDJH�GRRU�UROOV�RSHQ��(QJLQH�WXUQV�RYHU��7KH�URDU�RI�D�JXQQHG�
engine.
Do not feel.
,QVLGH�WKH�KRXVH�±�WKH�UHODWLYH�FDOP�RI�DQ�DUPHG�WUXFH�
Do not trust.
� 0RWKHU��³,¶P�DERXW�UHDG\�́
� 0H��³0H�WRR�́
Quiet.
Until the horn honks once.
+RUQ�KRQNV�DJDLQ�
+RUQ�EODUHV�FRQVWDQWO\��WKHQ�VWRSV�
Do not ask.
+RUQ�KRQNV�DJDLQ��WZLFH��WKHQ�DJDLQ��DQG�DJDLQ�
We walk to the garage together.
There’s nothing wrong here and don’t you dare tell anyone about it
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Palindromemordnilapish
Philip Kuan
,��D�PDQ�JURZQ�LQWR�D�ER\�WKDW�RQFH�ZDV��¿QG�P\VHOI�ZDGLQJ�WKURXJK�
D�GLUW\�ODNH�ZKLOH�SUHVVLQJ�D�IURJ�WR�P\�VNLQ��7KH�FDELQ�XS�WKH�KLOO�
VKLYHUV�DQG�VWHHOV�LWVHOI�WR�P\�HQFURDFKPHQW��
I remain outdoors because it is locked, or because I’m not inclined to 
WKURZ�URFNV�DW�LWV�DEDQGRQHG�VHHPLQJ�ZLQGRZ��2U�SHUKDSV�EHFDXVH�
,¶P�D�VQDNH�ZLWK�VWXEV�IRU�KDQGV��,�¿QG�P\VHOI�FRPLQJ�XS�RWKHU�VXFK�
excuses as I chase a gopher around the yard. I eat it when I catch it. 
+HUH�FRPHV�WKH�FDELQ¶V�RZQHU��,¶YH�EHHQ�H[SHFWLQJ�KLP�WR�EH�
repulsed by my textures, but he’s surprisingly not. Turns out gophers 
KDYH�EHHQ�FKHZLQJ�XS�KLV�JDUGHQ�URRWV��+H�LQYLWHV�PH�LQ��GUDJJLQJ�
me by my undetachable tail.
$V�GLQQHU�LV�VHUYHG��,�UHPDLQ�FRLOHG�DQG�VDOLYDWLQJ��+H¶V�HDWLQJ�VWHDNV�
ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�EXW�WKH\�SD\�PH�QR�PLQG��:KLOH�KXQJHULQJ�LQ�P\�
HPSW\�KD]H�,�VRPHKRZ�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH\¶UH�WHOOLQJ�PH�WR�¿OO�XS�RQ�UDWV�
ODWHU��DIWHU�EHGWLPH�
When they retire to their beds I prowl the living space, in 
some palpable dark. The rats, they’re too clever, they shelter in 
unreachable crannies. Finally I see movement, so I slither up as best 
as I can to take a nip. 
7KH�\HOO�WKDW�IROORZV�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�FDELQ�RZQHU¶V�ZLIH��6KH�\HOOV�
again. 
I am chased away, and my nerves are shaken. For the remaining 
KRXUV�,�VHDUFK�KDOI�KHDUWHGO\�LQ�D�IHZ�QRRNV��ZLWKRXW�VXFFHVV�
%UHDNIDVW�LV�EDFRQ�DQG�HJJV��$V�,�EUXVK�E\�WKH�RZQHU¶V�OHJ�,�VXSSUHVV�
WKH�XUJH�WR�EHJ��EXW�LW¶V�WRR�KDUG�WR�WHOO�LI�WKH\¶YH�QRWLFHG�P\�UHVWUDLQW�
5LJKW�DIWHU�EUHDNIDVW�KH�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�LW¶V�WLPH�WR�OHDYH��+LV�H\HV�
KDYH�WKH�DPELYDOHQFH�RI�VRPHRQH�ZKR�FDUHV�QRW�D�OLFN�DERXW�KRZ�
much he’s hurting me. I exit that place with my tail tucked between 
my stubs. Their back door swallows me like a python consuming a 
porcupine. 
,�VSLW�P\VHOI�DURXQG�WKH�JDUGHQ�IRU�D�ELW��,�DP�RQH�IRXO�WDVWLQJ�
VSRRQIXO�RI�VWHZ��0\�ZLWV�GHWHULRUDWH��SHUKDSV�IURP�PDWXUDWLRQ��
*HQHUDWLRQV�RI�JRSKHUV�ULVH�RXW�RI�WKH�JURXQG��OLNH�D�KRUGH�RI�
KDPVWHUV��:KLOH�OHDYLQJ��,�FRQYLQFH�P\VHOI�WKDW�WKH\�ORRN�DQJU\�RU�
undead. 
2QO\�WKLQJ�OHIW�WR�GR�LV�WR�FUDZO�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�GLUW\�ODNH��,W�ORRNV�
FOHDQHU�WKDQ�KRZ�,¶G�OHIW�LW���
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Meeting at the Train Station
Catherine Parilla

Two trains traveled under a September Italian sun, one heading 
south and the other heading north. Giovanni’s journey began at 
GDZQ�DV�KH�ERDUGHG�WKH�WUDLQ�LQ�KLV�VPDOO�YLOODJH�RI�0DUFHOOLQDUD�LQ�
&DODEULD�RQ�WKH�EULHI�ULGH�WR�6DQW¶(XIHPLD��ZKHUH�KH�FKDQJHG�WUDLQV�
IRU�WKH�VHYHQ�KRXU�ULGH�WR�6DOHUQR��/HRQRUD��WRR��OHIW�EHIRUH�WKH�
VXQ�SHHNHG�WKURXJK�ZLWK�KHU�¿YH�\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU��$QJHOD��7KH\�
ERDUGHG�LQ�&KLYDVVR�LQ�3LHPRQWH�DQG�FKDQJHG�WUDLQV�LQ�0LODQR�IRU�
their lengthy southern journey.
The steam engine hissed and gusted, struggling like a pack animal 
to reach the inclines and rushing down declines. Brakes shrieked at 
HYHU\�VWRS��FDXVLQJ�$QJHOD�WR�FRYHU�KHU�HDUV��6RRW�VSHZHG�IURP�WKH�
VPRNHVWDFN��7KH�HQJLQHHU�\DQNHG�D�FKDLQ�WR�VRXQG�WKH�ZKLVWOH�EHIRUH�
HQWHULQJ�WXQQHOV��IRUFLQJ�/HRQRUD�WR�MXPS�XS�WR�VKXW�WKH�ZLQGRZV�WR�
NHHS�WKH�EODFN�JULW�IURP�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�FDU��6KH�IROGHG�DQG�UHIROGHG�
KHU�KDQGV�LQFHVVDQWO\��WKHQ�ZLSHG�DZD\�D�IXUWLYH�WHDU�EHIRUH�KHU�
GDXJKWHU�ZRXOG�VHH�LW��6KH�DGMXVWHG�KHU�ORQJ�VNLUW�DQG�UẌHG�FROODU�
WLUHOHVVO\��%HWZHHQ�WKH�ZLQGRZV�KXQJ�KHDY\��VKRUW�FURSSHG�GUDSHU\�
panels in beige/black print tied back with threadbare ropes that 
/HRQRUD�XQWLHG�ZKHQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�VXQ�WXUQHG�WKH�FDU�LQWR�D�KHDW�
box.
$QJHOD�SOD\HG�ZLWK�WKH�FRORUIXO�ULEERQV�RQ�KHU�IURFN��6KH�HYHQ�VDQJ�
D�QXUVHU\�UK\PH�XQWLO�WKH�FRQVWDQW�URFNLQJ�RI�WKH�WUDLQ�SXW�KHU�WR�
sleep. Leonora watched the countryside slip by in between each 
VWDWLRQ��+HU�LYRU\�VNLQ��GDUN�H\HEURZV��DQG�VRIW�OLSV�ZHUH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�
WKH�JODVV�DV�WKH�FORXG\�VWHDP�HYDSRUDWHG�TXLFNO\�RQ�WKDW�VXQ�¿OOHG�
GD\�RI������ZKHQ�/HRQRUD�ZRXOG�PHHW�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�FRPPLWWHG�D�OLH�
RI�RPLVVLRQ�
6KH�ORZHUHG�WKH�ZLQGRZ�IXUWKHU�ZKHQ�SXOOLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�5RPH�WUDLQ�
VWDWLRQ�DW�KLJK�QRRQ��VL[�KRXUV�LQWR�KHU�HLJKW�KRXU�MRXUQH\��+HU�GDUN�
EURZQ�ZLVSV�RI�KDLU�ÀXWWHUHG�QHDU�KHU�WHPSOHV��EXW�KHU�WLJKW�EXQ�
never released a single strand. On the other train Giovanni’s window 
ZDV�RSHQ�IURP�WKH�VWDUW�DV�KH�EURXJKW�WKH�VWLÀLQJ�KHDW�RI�&DODEULD�
ZLWK�KLP��+H�KDG�SODFHG�KLV�VXLW�MDFNHW�DQG�IHOW�KDW�RQ�WKH�RYHUKHDG�
EDJJDJH�UDFN��/RRVHQLQJ�KLV�WLH��KH�XQEXWWRQHG�KLV�VWL̆�FROODU�DQG�
ZLSHG�KLV�EURZ�UHSHDWHGO\�ZLWK�KLV�OLQHQ�KDQGNHUFKLHI��7KH�ZRRGHQ�
EHQFK�VHDW�IRU�WZR�ZDV�DOO�KLV��DQG�KH�OHDQHG�KLV�KHDG�DJDLQVW�WKH�
window, allowing the rumbling metal wheels to lull him to sleep. 
7KH�FRXSOH�KDG�PDGH�D�MRLQW�GHFLVLRQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�LPSDFW�$QJHOD�IRU�D�
OLIHWLPH��,W�ZRXOG�IXHO�D�KDXQWLQJ�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�GZHOOHG�RQ�WKH�HGJHV�
RI�KHU�PLQG�ZHOO�LQWR�KHU�JUD\LQJ�\HDUV�
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7ZR�\HDUV�HDUOLHU�LQ�������WKH�FRXSOH�KDG�OLYHG�DV�PDQ�DQG�ZLIH�LQ�
%UD]LO��%RWK�KDG�HPLJUDWHG�IURP�,WDO\�LQ�������VKH�ZLWK�KHU�SDUHQWV�
DQG�EURWKHU��KH�KDG�DUULYHG�DORQH��7KHLU�SRUW�RI�HQWU\�ZDV�6DQWRV��
ZKHUH�FRXQWOHVV�,WDOLDQV�KDG�FRPH��VHHNLQJ�ZRUN��0RVW�RI�WKH�
SDVVHQJHUV�FDPH�IURP�QRUWKHUQ�,WDO\�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�WR�VWDUW�D�
QHZ�OLIH��$W�WKH�3RUW�RI�6DQWRV��WKHVH�ZHDU\�LPPLJUDQWV�ERDUGHG�D�
train to Sao Paolo, where their name, age, departing port, and name 
RI�WKH�VKLS�WKH\�VDLOHG�ZHUH�HQWHUHG�LQWR�D�UHJLVWU\��(DFK�SHUVRQ�ZDV�
JLYHQ�DQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�QXPEHU��7KLV�KRVWHOU\�ZDV�D�PHHWLQJ�SODFH�
IRU�HPSOR\HUV�WR�PDWFK�XS�ZLWK�ZRUNHUV��7KH�OLQHV�ZHUH�ORQJ�DQG�WKH�
SURFHVV��WU\LQJ��%RG\�RGRUV�IURP�WKH�FURZG�PLQJOHG�ZLWK�WKH�VPHOO�
RI�FKHHVHV�DQG�VDODPLV��&KLOGUHQ�ZHUH�UHVWOHVV��FLUFOLQJ�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��
DQG�EDELHV�FULHG��7KH�VRXQGV�DQG�VPHOOV�DVFHQGHG�WR�WKH�SHDN�RI�
D�ZDUHKRXVH�URRI�RQO\�WR�FUDVK�RQWR�WKH�FRQFUHWH�ÀRRU��%UD]LO�KDG�
VXEVLGL]HG�WKH�MRXUQH\�IRU�WKHVH�LPPLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV��*LRYDQQL�KDG�
EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKHP�
7KH�VHD�ZLQGV�KDG�¿OOHG�KLV�OXQJV�DQG�EORZQ�KLV�KDLU��VRPHWLPHV�
VWLQJLQJ�KLV�FKHHNV��7KH�MRXUQH\�IURP�1DSOHV�WR�6DQWRV��WKH�SRUW�RI�
6DR�3DROR��WRRN�RYHU�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�URFNLQJ��WKHQ�GLSSLQJ�WKURXJK�
DQ�RFHDQ�VWRUP��+H�VKDUHG�D�FDELQ�ZLWK�WKUHH�RWKHU�PHQ�DOO�IURP�
WKH�9HQHWR�UHJLRQ�RI�,WDO\��7KH\�VRXJKW�HDFK�RWKHU�RXW�IRU�PHDOV�
DQG�RIWHQ�JDWKHUHG�DW�WKH�VKLS¶V�VWHUQ�WR�VPRNH�DQG�FRPSHWH�LQ�
topping each other’s stories. Giovanni was not as gregarious as the 
others, but held their attention when he recounted his experience 
LQ�WKH�PLQHV�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD��7KHLU�FDPDUDGHULH�PDGH�WKH�VHD�
voyage tolerable. On his lone train ride to meet Leonora in Salerno, 
WKH�PDQ\�KRXUV�RI�VZD\LQJ��VORZLQJ��DQG�VWRSSLQJ�UHPLQGHG�KLP�
RI�WKH�VKLS�YR\DJH�RQ�WKH�1DSROL��$W�RQH�RI�WKH�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQV��KH�
ERXJKW�D�SDQLQL�DQG�D�JDVVRVD��GLVPLVVLQJ�WKH�EDVNHW�RI�IRRG�'RUD�
KDG�SUHSDUHG�IRU�KLP�DW�KRPH��+H�FUDYHG�WKH�VDODPL�VDQGZLFKHV�
DQG�¿]]\�OHPRQ�VRGD�WKH�YHQGRUV�ZHUH�VHOOLQJ��7KLV�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�
Leonora and Angela didn’t include Dora, but its outcome would 
FKDQJH�KHU�OLIH�IRUHYHU��*LRYDQQL�KDG�D�¿UP�PLQGVHW�
/HRQRUD�DQG�*LRYDQQL�JUHHWHG�HDFK�RWKHU�RQ�WKH�WUDLQ�SODWIRUP�ZLWK�
RQO\�D�SROLWH�KDQGVKDNH��7KH�WLPH�IRU�ORYH�DW�¿UVW�VLJKW�ZDV�RYHU��
7KLV�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�WR�IXO¿OO�DQ�DJUHHPHQW��$QJHOD�ZDV�KDSS\�WR�VHH�
KHU�GDG�EXW�UHWLFHQW�WR�UXQ�LQWR�KLV�DUPV��7KH\¶G�EHHQ�VHSDUDWHG�IRU�
nearly two years. The last time she saw him was at their home on 
WKH�SODQWDWLRQ��ID]HQGD��LQ�%UD]LO��)RUHPHQ�ZHUH�JLYHQ�VPDOO�KRPHV�
DSDUW�IURP�WKH�EDUUDFN�KRXVLQJ�ZKHUH�ZRUNHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�
OLYHG��7KHVH�ORQJ��ORZ�EXLOGLQJV�ZHUH�IRUPHU�VODYH�TXDUWHUV�ZKHQ�6DR�
3DROR�KDG�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�SURGXFHUV�RI�FR̆HH�EHDQV�LQ�WKH�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WUDGH��,PPLJUDQWV�¿OOHG
WKHP�ZKHQ�VODYHU\�ZDV�DEROLVKHG�LQ�������6WDQGLQJ�EDUHIRRW�E\�
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her mother’s side, Angela waved goodbye as Giovanni boarded the 
ZDJRQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�WDNH�KLP�WR�WKH�WUDLQ�IRU�6DQWRV�DQG�KLV�UHWXUQ�WR�
,WDO\��+LV�GHSDUWXUH�ZDV�D�P\VWHU\��EXW�WKH�GRZQFDVW�IDFHV�RQ�WKRVH�
DURXQG�KHU�ZHUH�XQPLVWDNDEOH��7KH�VWUDQJHU�IURP�,WDO\�ZKR�KDG�
come to get him took him away.
6WUHWFKLQJ�IURP�KHU�QDS��$QJHOD�ZKLQHG��³$UH�ZH�WKHUH�\HW"´
³%H�SDWLHQW�́ �KHU�PRWKHU�R̆HUHG��³,W�ZRQ¶W�EH�PXFK�ORQJHU�́ �9HQGRUV�
KDZNHG�WKH�WUDLQ�LQ�1DSOHV�DV�$QJHOD�VWRRG�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�ZLQGRZ�RI�
their cabin.
³0RPP\��FDQ�,�KDYH�D�JDVVRVD"´
³1RW�QRZ�́ �KHU�PRWKHU�ZKLVSHUHG��³+HUH��KDYH�D�SOXP�DQG�D�ERWWOH�RI�
ZDWHU�,�EURXJKW�IURP�KRPH�́ �/HRQRUD�ÀLSSHG�WKH�ZLUH�WKDW�KHOG�WKH�
small, round, white porcelain top that sealed the sweating bottle and 
poured it into a small glass.
$QJHOD�DWH�WKH�IUXLW�ZKLOH�KHU�PRWKHU�ZLSHG�LWV�MXLFH�IURP�GULSSLQJ�
down her arm onto her pretty dress. Staring at the vendors with 
ZRRGHQ�WUD\V�VWUDSSHG�DURXQG�WKHLU�QHFNV�FRQWDLQLQJ�SDSHU�
wrapped sandwiches, she laughed to see their antics. The vendors 
DYRLGHG�WKH�GRRUV�ZKHUH�SDVVHQJHUV�ZHUH�JHWWLQJ�RQ�DQG�R̆�WKH�WUDLQ�
DQG�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�FDUV��$UPV�ZDYHG�IURP�WKH�ZLQGRZV��
KROGLQJ�PRQH\�WR�FDWFK�WKH�H\H�RI�WKH�VHOOHUV��7KH�KXPPLQJ�RI�WKH�
LGOLQJ�HQJLQH�DQG�WKH�FRPPRWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�NLVVLQJ�DQG�KXJJLQJ�
IRUFHG�WKH�IRRG�YHQGRUV�WR�VKRXW�ORXGHU��3DQLQL��SDQLQL��$QJHOD¶V�H\HV�
ZHUH�ZLGH�DV�LI�ZDWFKLQJ�D�SHUIRUPDQFH��DQG�KHU�EURDG�VPLOH�UHDFKHG�
DFURVV�KHU�IDLU�VNLQQHG�IDFH��$V�WKH\�SXOOHG�RXW�RI�WKH�VWDWLRQ��VKH�
H[FKDQJHG�ZDYHV�ZLWK�WKH�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�SODWIRUP��PRWLRQLQJ�WKHLU�
JRRGE\HV�WR�WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV��+HU�PRWKHU�R̆HUHG�KHU�DQRWKHU�SOXP�
IURP�WKH�ZRUQ�FDUU\�EDJ�VKH¶G�EURXJKW�ZLWK�WKHP��7KHLU�OXJJDJH�
FRQVLVWHG�RI�RQH�VPDOO�VXLWFDVH�
:KHQ�*LRYDQQL�KDG�OHIW�KLV�IDPLO\�RQ�WKH�SODQWDWLRQ�LQ�%UD]LO�WZR�
\HDUV�HDUOLHU�IRU�WKH�WUDLQ�WR�WDNH�KLP�WR�WKH�3RUW�RI�6DQWRV��KLV�
ZDJRQ�KHOG�D�VWHDPHU�WUXQN�DQG�D�FDUSHWEDJ�¿OOHG�ZLWK�LWHPV�KH¶G�
EURXJKW�ZLWK�KLP��SOXV�SKRWRV�RI�KLV�OLIH�LQ�%UD]LO��+LV�MRXUQH\�IURP�
,WDO\�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�PRWLYDWHG�E\�KXQJHU�DQG�GHVSHUDWLRQ�IRU�ZRUN��
+H�ZDV�DQ�RQO\�FKLOG�UDLVHG�LQ�D�IDPLO\�RI�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV�LQ�WKH�
KLOOV�RI�&DODEULD��7KH\�ZHUH�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�WKHLU�VWRUHURRPV�¿OOHG�
ZLWK�ÀRXU�WR�PDNH�SDVWD��IUXLWV�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV�IURP�WKHLU�IDUP��
eggs daily, and chickens always available, plus olive oil to share. 
7KH\�FUXVKHG�JUDSHV�WR�PDNH�UREXVW�ZLQHV�IURP�ORFDO�YLQH\DUGV��
The lower the vine, the stronger the wine was a common phrase 
DPRQJ�WKH�&DODEUHVH��EXW�WKH�JUDSHV¶�KLJK�VXJDU�FRQWHQW�IRUWL¿HG�LWV�
VWUHQJWK��(DFK�\HDU�KLV�IDPLO\�UDLVHG�D�SLJ�XQWLO�LW�ZDV�IXOO�JURZQ��
IHHGLQJ�LW�FKHVWQXWV�DQG�¿JV�SOXV�WKH�VFUDSV�IURP�WKHLU�WDEOH�XQWLO�WKH�
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DQQXDO�-DQXDU\�VODXJKWHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�VRSSUHVVDWD��VDXVDJH��URDVWV��
and blood pudding. Giovanni’s shoulders were broad, and his hands 
ZHUH�VR�ODUJH��VRPHRQH�KDG�WR�FOHDQ�KLV�HDUV�IRU�KLP��0XVFXODU��KH�
FRXOG�GR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WZR�PHQ��$OO�WKLV�ODQG�ZRXOG�EH�KLV�RQH�GD\��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�PRWKHU�KLV�IXWXUH�KDG�EHHQ�SODQQHG��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�
arranged marriage with a homely, petite woman, Dora, who spoke an 
$OEDQLDQ�GLDOHFW��+HU�IDPLO\�RZQHG�SURSHUW\�DV�ZHOO�
Leonora’s passport photo showed a woman with dark eyes, lovely 
IHDWXUHV��DQG�IDLU�VNLQ��DQ�,WDOLDQ�EHDXW\��+HU�ZDY\��FROODU�OHQJWK�
KDLU�PDWFKHG�KHU�H\HV�DQG�VDW�JHQWO\�RQ�KHU�KLJK�QHFN�GUHVV��7KH�
sepia photo made it impossible to see the dress’s deep color. She 
DSSHDUHG�D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�RI�PDUULDJHDEOH�DJH��ZLWK�D�NLQG�DQG�
VXEWOH�VPLOH��:KDWHYHU�DWWHQWLRQ�VKH�HOLFLWHG�IURP�*LRYDQQL��LW�ZDV�
HQRXJK�WR�KDOW�KLV�OHWWHU�ZULWLQJ�WR�KLV�PRWKHU�DIWHU�RQH�\HDU�RI�KLV�
departure.
$QRWKHU�WHOOLQJ�SKRWR�LQ�*LRYDQQL¶V�SRVVHVVLRQV�IURP�%UD]LO�VKRZHG�
KLP�VWDQGLQJ�WDOO�DQG�KDQGVRPH��+LV�KDQG�UHVWV�RQ�WKH�KLJK�EDFN�RI�
D�FKDLU��+H�PXVW�KDYH�ZKLVWOHG�ZKLOH�SXWWLQJ
RQ�WKDW�FUDYDW�WLHG�XQGHU�WKH�EHQW�WLSV�RI�D�VWL̆�FROODU�LQ�KLV�¿QH�VXLW�
and weskit, the same he wore years later on the train to Salerno. 
6PLOLQJ�IRU�WKH�FDPHUD�PXVW�KDYH�FRPH�HDV\�VLQFH�SKRWRV�WDNHQ�DW�
D�VWXGLR�ZHUH�UHVHUYHG�WR�PDUN�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ��+LV�VWUDLJKW��¿QH�QRVH�
DQG�KLJK�FKHHNERQHV�ZHUH�UHSHDWHG�RQ�$QJHOD¶V�VZHHW�IDFH��7KH\�
VKDUHG�VLPLODU�OLJKW�FRORUHG�H\HV�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKHLU�WUDQVOXFHQF\�
LQ�KLV�VHSLD�SKRWR��$Q�DWWUDFWLYH�PDQ��FOHDQ�VKDYHQ��H[FHSW�IRU�D�
moustache, appears alone because the person seated in the chair 
QH[W�WR�KLP�KDV�EHHQ�FXW�RXW��+LV�KDQG�LV�YLVLEOH��UHVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�EDFN�
RI�WKH�FKDLU��7KH�SKRWR�VSHDNV�YROXPHV�RI�WKLV�QHDWO\�GUHVVHG�PDQ�RQ�
a special day, but the person who vanished suggests so much more, 
possibly a wedding in Brazil.
$EVHQFH�KDG�PDGH�$QJHOD�UHWLFHQW�ZKHQ�VKH�VDZ�KHU�IDWKHU�LQ�WKH�
ZDLWLQJ�URRP�RI�WKH�DLUOHVV�6DOHUQR�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ��6KH�ZDV�QRW�DZDUH�
RI�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�KHU�SDUHQWV�KDG�PDGH��+LGLQJ�EHKLQG�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�
skirt, she smiled sheepishly until Giovanni picked her up and kissed 
her, tickling her cheeks with his mustache. Giving in to his charm 
DQG�D̆HFWLRQ��VKH�JLJJOHG��XOWLPDWHO\�ZUDSSLQJ�KHU�DUPV�DURXQG�KLV�
QHFN�IRU�KHU�ELJJHVW�KXJ��7KH�RQO\�SHRSOH�PLVVLQJ�IURP�WKLV�UHXQLRQ�
ZHUH�WKH�QHDUO\�WZR�\HDU�ROG�WZLQV�ZKR�/HRQRUD�OHIW�ZLWK�KHU�DXQW�LQ�
Chivasso, a small village in Piemonte. Leonora and her children had 
UHWXUQHG�IURP�%UD]LO�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�HDUOLHU�DQG�VHWWOHG�LQ�ZLWK�KHU�
aunt. From there she exchanged letters with Giovanni, ironing out 
WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKLV�PHHWLQJ�
³<RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�VR�ZHOO�́ �*LRYDQQL�JUHHWHG�/HRQRUD�ZLWK�D�VPLOH�
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UHÀHFWLQJ�MR\�
³6R�DUH�\RX´�ZDV�DOO�VKH�FRXOG�VD\�
+H�JXLGHG�WKHP�WR�D�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�URRP�ZKHUH�WZR�HPSW\�EHQFKHV�
IDFHG�HDFK�RWKHU��7KH�VWDWLRQ�FRUUDOOHG�D�ODUJH�JURXS�RI�WUDYHOHUV�ZKR�
boarded a waiting train. Giovanni’s train had arrived an hour earlier. 
$QJHOD�VDW�QH[W�WR�KHU�PRWKHU�DFURVV�IURP�KHU�IDWKHU��/HRQRUD�SOD\HG
with her daughter’s hair, petting her head as she spoke to Giovanni.
³7KH�EDELHV�DUH�GRLQJ�ZHOO��7KH\�DUH�ZLWK�P\�DXQW�́
³+RZ�DUH�\RXU�SDUHQWV�DQG�\RXU�EURWKHU"´
³7KH\�DUH�GRLQJ�ZHOO��WKDQN�\RX�́
³<RX�NQRZ�ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�RXU�OLIH�LQ�%UD]LO�́
³1RW�DIWHU�WKDW�\RXQJ�PDQ�NQRFNHG�RQ�RXU�GRRU�́
:KHQ�*LRYDQQL�KDG�VWRSSHG�ZULWLQJ�WR�KLV�PRWKHU��VKH�KDG�IHDUHG�
WKH�ZRUVW��$IWHU�WKUHH�\HDUV�VKH�FRQYLQFHG�D�\RXQJ�PDQ��6DYHULR��
WR�MRXUQH\�WR�%UD]LO�WR�WUDFH�*LRYDQQL¶V�VWHSV�LQ�WKH�KRSHV�RI�¿QGLQJ�
KLP�RU�DW�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW�WR�¿QG�RXW�ZKDW�PD\�KDYH�KDSSHQHG�WR�KLP��
%UD]LO�ZDV�UXJJHG�FRXQWU\��DQG�*LRYDQQL�ZDV�D�IHDUOHVV�MRXUQH\PDQ��
,W�ZDV�KLV�VHFRQG�DGYHQWXUH��+LV�¿UVW�RQH�WRRN�KLP�WR�6RXWK�$IULFD�
WR�ZRUN�DV�D�IRUHPDQ�DW�WKH�PLQHV��+H�VWD\HG�RQO\�RQH�\HDU�EHIRUH�
UHWXUQLQJ�WR�,WDO\�DQG�VXFFXPELQJ�WR�KLV�PRWKHU¶V�IRUPLGDEOH�ZLOO�
and the arranged marriage she’d contracted. Within six months he 
OHIW�IRU�%UD]LO��WKH�VHFRQG�DGYHQWXUH�WKDW�KDG�YHU\�QHDUO\�WXUQHG�LQWR�
an escape.
6DYHULR�KDG�D�VOLJKW�EXLOG�DQG�ZRUH�URXQG�JODVVHV��FDUU\LQJ�KLPVHOI�
OLNH�D�SURIHVVRU��+H�ZDVQ¶W��EXW�KH�ZDV�D�QRWDU\�ZLWK�DQ�ṘFH�MRE��
+H�VDLOHG�WR�%UD]LO�RQ�WKH�VDPH�VKLS�*LRYDQQL�KDG�WDNHQ�\HDUV�
EHIRUH��KRSLQJ�WR�¿QG�VRPHRQH��DQ\RQH�LQ�WKH�FUHZ�ZKR�PLJKW�KDYH�
UHPHPEHUHG�KLP��7KH�ZHOO�GUHVVHG�\RXQJ�PDQ��VXLW��FUDYDW��DQG�KDW��
VKRZHG�*LRYDQQL¶V�SKRWR�WR�PDQ\�RI�WKH�VWHZDUGV��FUHZPHQ��DQG�
ZDLWHUV��EXW�ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�IDFHV�FRPLQJ�DQG�JRLQJ��QR�RQH�UHFRJQL]HG�
him. Saverio thought that Giovanni’s impressive size might have 
lingered in someone’s memory. In their Italian village everyone knew 
Giovanni. Even the mayor and the council approached him shortly 
DIWHU�KH¶G�UHWXUQHG�IURP�6RXWK�$IULFD�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�SUREOHPV�WKH�
villagers were having
ZLWK�WKH�KLJKZD\PHQ�ZKR�UREEHG�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKH\�OHIW�WKH�YLOODJH�DW�
the crossroad. Giovanni agreed to meet with these brigands. Alone 
ZLWK�KLV�ULÀH�KH�PHW�XS�ZLWK�WKH�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�JURXS��1R�RQH�NQRZV�
exactly what transpired, but the villagers were no longer held up by 
these criminals. Giovanni’s reputation was impressive.
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$W�WKH�3RUW�RI�6DQWRV��PLOG�PDQQHUHG�6DYHULR�WRRN�D�WUDLQ�WR�WKH�
KRVWHO�ZKHUH�,WDOLDQ�LPPLJUDQWV�ZHUH�KRXVHG�XQWLO�WKH\�IRXQG�
employment. There he asked a worker to guide him to the address on 
the last letter Giovanni had written to his mother. Saverio took a bus 
DFURVV�WRZQ�WR�D�PXOWL�IDPLO\�EXLOGLQJ�ZKHUH�KH�PHW�D�EHQW�RYHU�ROG�
PDQ�ZKR�UHFRJQL]HG�*LRYDQQL¶V�SKRWR��7KH�ROG�WLPHU�FRXOGQ¶W�YHULI\�
LI�*LRYDQQL�ZDV�DOLYH�RU�QRW��RQO\�WKDW�KH¶G�PRYHG�D�GLVWDQFH�DZD\�
D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�WR�6DQ�-RVH��D�FLW\�QRUWK�RI�6DR�3DROR�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�
RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�FR̆HH�SODQWDWLRQV��+HUH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�FOXH�6DYHULR�
had gotten that he was on Giovanni’s trail. Wiping his brow, he made 
SODQV�WR�OHDYH�WKH�QH[W�GD\�YLD�D�EXV�LQVWHDG�RI�D�WUDLQ��+H�FOHYHUO\�
GHFLGHG�KH�FRXOG�GHVFHQG�WKH�EXV�DW�HYHU\�VWRS�DQG�ÀDVK�*LRYDQQL¶V�
SLFWXUH�WR�DQ\�YHQGRU�KH�VDZ��:KHQ�KH�UHDFKHG�6DQ�-RVH��D�ODERUHU�
who was meeting someone on the bus recognized Giovanni, his 
IRUHPDQ��DQG�GLUHFWHG�6DYHULR�WR�WKH�KRXVH�ZLWK�WKH�JDWH�DFURVV�IURP�
the barracks.
:LWK�KLV�VPDOO�VDWFKHO�KH�ZDONHG�WKH�GXVW\�GLUW�URDG�IRU�QHDUO\�D�
mile. Parched and exhausted, he knocked on the door. Leonora 
JUHHWHG�KLP��FDUU\LQJ�DQ�LQIDQW��$Q�ROGHU�ZRPDQ�DW�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�
RI�WKH�URRP�ZDV�FDUU\LQJ�DQRWKHU�LQIDQW��,Q�D�FRUQHU�R̆�IURP�WKH�
¿UHSODFH��D�OLWWOH�JLUO�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�D�WHDSRW�RQ�D�EHQFK�EHORZ�WKH�
small, curtained window. The rustic room was inviting, and Saverio 
ZDQWHG�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�JODVV�RI�ZDWHU�DQG�D�FKDLU��+ROGLQJ�XS�
Giovanni’s photo, he greeted the woman.
³+HOOR��VLJQRUD�́ �KH�JUDFLRXVO\�DVNHG�DIWHU�UHPRYLQJ�KLV�KDW��³'RHV�
WKLV�PDQ�OLYH�KHUH"´
³<HV��KH�GRHV�́
³,�DP�6DYHULR�'H/LVD��D�IULHQG�IURP�KLV�YLOODJH�LQ�,WDO\�́
³3OHDVH�FRPH�LQ�́ �VKH�XUJHG��³<RX�FDQ�ZDLW�IRU�KLP�KHUH�́ �6KH�UXVKHG�
WR�JHW�KLP�VRPH�ZDWHU�DQG�R̆HUHG�KLP�D�VHDW�LQ�WKH�KDQG�KHZHG�
ZRRGHQ�URFNHU�E\�WKH�¿UHSODFH��$IWHU�WDNLQJ�D�ORQJ�GULQN�RI�ZDWHU��KH�
sighed.
³7KDQN�WKH�/RUG��+LV�PRWKHU�DQG�ZLIH�ZLOO�EH�VR�UHOLHYHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�
KH�LV�VWLOO�DOLYH�́
+LV�ZRUGV�IHOO�WR�WKH�ÀRRU�LQ�WKH�VLOHQFH�RI�WKH�FDELQ��1RW�HYHQ�
WKH�EDELHV�FULHG��7KH�ROGHU�ZRPDQ¶V�KDQG�ÀHZ�WR�KHU�PRXWK�ZLWK�
D�UXVKHG�LQWDNH�RI�EUHDWK��DQG�WKH�OLWWOH�JLUO�VWXGLHG�KLP�ZLWK�D�
FXULRVLW\�WKDW�OHIW�KHU�VWLOO��HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�GLG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
heavy meaning in those words. Yes, two women in Italy would be 
greatly relieved, but Leonora in Brazil was shaken to her core. She 
IHOW�KHU�EUHDVW�PLON�WXUQ�VRXU�DV�6DYHULR�UHVWHG�LQ�WKH�URFNHU�QHDU�WKH�
¿UH��FORVLQJ�KLV�H\HV�LQ�UHOLHI�WKDW�KLV�SHUVLVWHQW�DQG�DUGXRXV�MRXUQH\�
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KDG�HQGHG�VXFFHVVIXOO\��+H�FRXOG�QRW�NQRZ�WKDW�KLV�GLVFRYHU\�
suddenly hurled this woman and her three children into an abyss.
$W�WKH�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ�LQ�6DOHUQR��/HRQRUD�EHQW�KHU�NQHHV�WR�EH�IDFH�
WR�IDFH�ZLWK�$QJHOD��+ROGLQJ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�IDFH�LQ�KHU�WZR�KDQGV�DQG�
holding back her tears, she told her daughter, “You will be going 
KRPH�ZLWK�\RXU�IDWKHU�WR�&DODEULD�́
%HZLOGHUHG��$QJHOD�DVNHG��³$UHQ¶W�\RX�FRPLQJ"´
³1R��,�PXVW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�EDELHV�́
³,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�JR��,�ZDQW�WR�JR�KRPH�ZLWK�\RX�́
³<RXU�IDWKHU�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�FRPH�OLYH�ZLWK�KLP�́
³,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�JR�́ �$QJHOD�VWDPPHUHG�
&U\LQJ��VKH�KXJJHG�KHU�PRWKHU��KLGLQJ�KHU�IDFH�LQWR�/HRQRUD¶V�
shoulder. Giovanni stood
TXLHW�DV�/HRQRUD�SLFNHG�XS�DQG�KHOG�KHU�GDXJKWHU��WHDUV�VHHSLQJ�
LQWR�$QJHOD¶V�KDLU��7KH\�URFNHG�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�IRU�VRPH�WLPH��WKHQ�
Giovanni spoke.
³&RPH��$QJHOD��WKH�WUDLQ�LV�KHUH�́ �3XOOLQJ�KLV�VREELQJ�GDXJKWHU�IURP�
KHU�PRWKHU��KH�TXLFNO\�H[LWHG�WKH�VWDWLRQ�DQG�ERDUGHG�WKH�WUDLQ��
Angela’s arm was outstretched, beckoning to her mother, “Don’t 
OHDYH�PH��'RQ¶W�OHDYH�PH�́ �/HRQRUD�VWRRG�RQ�WKH�VWDWLRQ�KROGLQJ�KHU�
KDQGNHUFKLHI�WR�KHU�IDFH��7KH�ZKLVWOH�EOHZ��DQG�WKH�HQJLQH�UHOHDVHG�
its steam as it labored on to its destination. Angela’s eyes grew weary 
ZLWK�WKH�URFNLQJ�RI�WKH�WUDLQ��,W�EHFNRQHG�VOHHS�LQ�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�DUPV��
KHU�IDFH�VWLOO�ZHW�ZLWK�WHDUV��$QJHOD�QHYHU�VDZ�KHU�PRWKHU�DJDLQ��DQG�
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�VKH�VWLOO�UDLVHG�ZHOO�LQWR�KHU�HLJKWLHV��³:K\�GLG�VKH�JLYH�
PH�DZD\"´
5XPRUV�ÀHZ�IRU�\HDUV�WKDW�/HRQRUD�ZLWK�KHU�VRQ�DQG�GDXJKWHU��WKH�
twins, had returned to Brazil, claiming she was a widow. There 
she allegedly remarried. Angela never wanted to pursue a search 
IRU�/HRQRUD�ZKLOH�'RUD�ZDV�DOLYH�IRU�IHDU�RI�R̆HQGLQJ�KHU��,QVWHDG��
$QJHOD�WUDYHOHG�WR�,WDO\�LQ������IURP�KHU�QHZ�KRPH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�DQG�WHQ�\HDUV�DIWHU�'RUD¶V�GHDWK��$QJHOD�ZDV�LQ�KHU�VL[WLHV��
6KH�ZHQW�WR�WKH�&KLYDVVR�DQG�NQRFNHG�RQ�WKH�GRRU�RI�WKH�RQO\�
DGGUHVV�VKH�KDG�IURP�FKLOGKRRG��KROGLQJ�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�SKRWR��MXVW�
as Saverio had done with Giovanni’s photo in Brazil. She asked the 
elderly woman who answered, “Do you know this woman? She’s my 
PRWKHU�́ �6WDUWOHG��WKH�ZRPDQ�FODLPHG�/HRQRUD�OHIW�,WDO\�PDQ\��PDQ\�
\HDUV�DJR��DQG�VKH�NQHZ�QRWKLQJ�IXUWKHU�DERXW�KHU��7KH�ZRPDQ¶V�
rigid posture and her tightened lips hinted she wouldn’t share any 
LQIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�VKH�GLGQ¶W��$QJHOD�SDUWHG�DV�EHZLOGHUHG�DV�WKH�OLWWOH�
girl whose parents had made a plan to meet at a train station.
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Praying and Crying 
Suzanne O’Connell 
 
“Can you hear me? 
I’m in the waiting room 
by the lab in the basement. 
/RWV�RI�ZRPHQ� 
I’ve been here all day, 
praying and crying. 
 
7KH�PDPPRJUDP�WKLV�DIWHUQRRQ 
VTXLVKHG�PH�OLNH�D�SDQFDNH� 
7KH\�NHSW�PH�LQ�WKDW�WKLQJ�IRU����PLQXWHV� 
She kept saying, ‘I’m so sorry, ma’am, 
I’m sorry, sugar, 
I’m sorry, darlin’.’ 
She got sorrier as the time went on. 
Now it really hurts and it’s pink. 
 
Then the doctor asked do I have 
DQ\RQH�LQ�P\�IDPLO\�ZLWK�EUHDVW�FDQFHU" 
‘Only one,’ I said, ‘my daddy’s sister.’ 
But I don’t know her, so maybe 
she doesn’t count! 
+D�KD��WKDW¶V�ZKDW�,�WROG�KLP� 
 
I have to have my cataracts done too, 
the doc said. 
0\�H\HV�ZHUH�¿QH�LQ�'HFHPEHU� 
but now my retinal has a pinhole. 
6LQFH�'HFHPEHU�,¶P�IDOOLQJ�DSDUW� 
Isn’t that something? 
Okay, baby, they’re calling my name. 
3UD\�IRU�PH�́  
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Rapids 
Alison Hicks

On the Youghiogheny 
P\�EURWKHU�LQ�ODZ¶V�VLVWHU 
IHOO�RXW�RI�WKH�UDIW� 
0\�VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�IHOO�RXW� 
scraped her knee on a rock. 
0\�KXVEDQG�IHOO�RXW� 
ended up in the trip video: 
What is that man saying? 
Throw me a rope! 
,�FURXFKHG�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�UDIW 
DV�IDU�DV�,�FRXOG� 
 
We managed to stay in 
on the Tuolumne 
outside Yosemite. 
The guide steered, calling out, 
Forward on the right, 
backward on the left. 
:H�SDVVHG�¿UH�VFDUUHG�EDQNV� 
WUHHV�EXUQHG�RXW�PDWFKVWLFNV 
stuck into the hillside. 
 
In Colorado, I was pulled 
backward into the Arkansas. 
An inconceivable volume 
RI�PDJQL¿FHQW�ZDWHU 
kept passing over my body 
every second. 
 
Someone grabbed my paddle; 
the guide hauled me up 
E\�WKH�VKRXOGHUV�RI�P\�ÀRWDWLRQ�GHYLFH� 
,�OD\�IDFHGRZQ�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU 
JDVSLQJ��6WRU\�RI�P\�OLIH� 
I thought it was the altitude 
or adrenaline, didn’t consider 
the cold until later. 
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When You Die 
Sam Ambler 
 
When you die, 
,�ZLOO�SLFN�WKH�EXWWHUÀ\�NLVV 
R̆�\RXU�H\HV 
ZLWK�P\�VRIW�¿QJHUWLSV� 
I want your light 
and your dark storms 
to wash over me, pure, 
one more time. 
I will sit holding your hands 
XQWLO�,�IHHO�\RX�JRQH� 
 
I will walk again 
LQ�WKH�VDQG�RI�\RXU�KDLU� 
among the dunes and tule reeds 
where once we lay together. 
I will smell the sea 
and hear the waves’ laughter, 
indelicate, strong. 
,�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�OLIH�\RX�KDG� 
and you will live on. 
 
,�ZLOO�ÀRDW�DJDLQ 
in harmonies you sang with me, 
RXU�YRLFHV�EUDVK�DQG�FRQ¿GHQW 
as once we merged in clouds. 
I will bathe your cooling body 
XQWLO�LW�ULQJV�RI�IUDQNLQFHQVH� 
warming at my touch. 
I will watch you in twilight 
and you will burn candles. 
 
I want your sleep to be an answer. 
,�ZDQW�\RXU�GUHDP�WR�FRPH�D�ZDNLQJ� 
I want your death to be the door 
we open together. 
 
I will stand on the threshold, 
waving, 
and then I will let you go.
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Cannibal Stew
Rob Armstrong 
She was no fun; who needs her anyway? 
The pub claimed to be the oldest in Scotland, but Boyd knew three 
RWKHU�SXEV�PDGH�WKH�VDPH�FODLP��+H�SLFNHG�WKLV�RQH�EHFDXVH�LW�
claimed to be haunted by ghosts. It was a whitewashed, mismatched 
SLOH�RI�VWRQH�DQG�WLPEHUV�DGRUQHG�ZLWK�XJO\�ḢJLHV�DQG�ZRRGHQ�
VLJQV²D�WRXULVW�VWRS�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�,QYHUQHVV��
She complained the whole time after we left Edinborough. 
%R\G�ZDONHG�D�VHFRQGDU\�URDG�WKDW�SDUDOOHOHG�WKH�VKRUHOLQH�RI�WKH�
0RUD\�)LUWK�LQOHW��)LIW\�\DUGV�DZD\�WKH�VHD�FUDVKHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�
MHWWLHV��+H�ZDONHG�D�ORW�WKDW�GD\��VRUH�IHHW�DWWHVWLQJ��FUXVKHG�EHQHDWK�
WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�KLV�EDFNSDFN��%R\G�KRSHG�WKH�SXE�ZDV�VWLOO�VHUYLQJ�
IRRG��LW�ZDV�ZHOO�DIWHU�GDUN��DQG�LW�ZDV�GRXEWIXO�WKDW�WKH�QHDUE\�
hostel where he hoped to crash had anything more elaborate than 
SLFNLQJV�IURP�D�YHQGLQJ�PDFKLQH��
,�OHIW�KHU�DW�WKH�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ�LQ�1DLUQ��6KH�FRXOG�¿JXUH�RXW�WKH�UHVW�
of her life from there. I could never be Jack Kerouac if I stayed  
with her. 
+H�GURSSHG�KLV�SDFN�E\�WKH�GRRU�DQG�SXOOHG�DW�WKH�EUDVV�NQRE�RI�WKH�
GLVWUHVVHG�JUHHQ�GRRU��,QVLGH�WKH�ORZ�FHLOLQJ�PDLQ�URRP��D�VFDWWHULQJ�
RI�SHRSOH�KXGGOHG�DW�WKH�EDU�DQG�DWH�DW�WDEOHV��
A bunch of half-witted locals. 
³$UH�\RX�VWLOO�VHUYLQJ�IRRG"´�%R\G�DVNHG�WKH�EDUWHQGHU��
³5HOD[�D�ELW��)LUVW�WKLQJV�¿UVW��\RXQJ�PDQ��<RX�PXVW�RUGHU�D�SLQW��
WKHQ�FRPHV�WKH�IRRG��)RRG�VKRXOG�EH�RQO\�HDWHQ�WR�NHHS�GULQNLQJ�́ �
Everybody itches to give you their opinion. 
%R\G�NQHZ�KH�VKRXOG�KDYH�FKXFNOHG²WKDW�ZDV�WKH�SROLWH�WKLQJ�WR�
GR��EXW�KH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WKH�HQHUJ\�WR�EH�IDNH��QRW�DIWHU�WKH�ZHHN�KH�
KDG��:ULWLQJ�D�SDUDQRUPDO�JXLGHERRN�IRU�D�VHFRQG��UDWH�SUHVV�ZDV�
GHÀDWLQJ��1HHGLQJ�PRQH\�FRUUXSWHG�KLV�LQWHJULW\��7UDYHOLQJ�DPRQJ�
FRDVWOLQH�YLOODJHV�FROOHFWLQJ�KDOI�FRQFRFWHG�JKRVW�VWRULHV�IURP�GUXQN�
VWL̆V�ZDV�D�IXUWKHU�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�KH�ZDV�OLJKW�\HDUV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�
FUHDWLYH�IUHHGRP�WR�ZULWH�ZKDWHYHU�WKH�KHOO�KH�ZDQWHG��
“Let’s go with you telling somebody to scrounge around in the 
NLWFKHQ�DQG�GLJ�XS�D�VKHSKHUG¶V�SLH�EHIRUH�,�SDVV�RXW�́ �%R\G�VOLG�RQWR�
D�EDUVWRRO�DQG�SXOOHG�R̆�KLV�RXWHUZHDU��
7KH�EDUWHQGHU¶V�VPLOH�IDGHG�EXW�KLV�ZRUGV�ZHUH�VWLOO�SROLWH��³7KH�
FROGHU�IDOO�ZHDWKHU�WDNHV�D�ELWH��$�VKHSKHUG¶V�SLH�ZLOO�ZDUP�\RXU�
ERQHV�́ �
$�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�D�VHHPLQJO\�SOHDVDQW�ZRPDQ�SODFHG�VWHDPLQJ�
IRRG�LQ�IURQW�RI�%R\G��³0\�KXVEDQG�WHOOV�PH�\RX�QHHG�FRPIRUW�IRRG�́ �
“Something like that. I’ll take a pint now; something local with a 
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FDWFK\�QDPH�́ �%R\G�VKRYHG�D�IRUNIXO�RI�WKH�VKHSKHUG¶V�SLH�LQWR�KLV�
mouth. 
³,¶OO�VHQG�+DPLVK�RYHU��,�GRQ¶W�SRXU�́ �
As soon as she turned around, Boyd called out, “What’s this meat? It 
WDVWHV�WRR�VZHHW�WR�EH�EHHI�́ �
³,W¶V�JRDW��WDNHQ�IURP�D�IDUP�XS�WKH�ODQH��,W¶V�KHDOWKLHU�IRU�WKH�KHDUW�
WKDQ�FKLFNHQ�́ �
³<RX�GRQ¶W�VD\"´�%R\G�PLPLFNHG�WKH�EDQDO�UHVSRQVHV�KH�KHDUG�IURP�
hicks like this woman all week. 
The food police have arrived in Scotland. Next will be a vegetarian 
version of blood sausage made from tofu. 
³7KH�6LVWHUV�EURXJKW�JRDWV�ZLWK�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKH\�ÀHG�WKH�%DURQ�RI�
&DVWOHKLOO�LQ������EHFDXVH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�SHUVHFXWLRQ��&RDVWDO�SLUDWHV�
DQG�PDUDXGHUV�ZHUH�IHG�JRDW�PHDW�LQ�WKLV�YHU\�SXE��:H�KDYH�DOZD\V�
QHHGHG�VWUDQJHUV�WR�PDNH�RXU�OLYLQJ�́ �
³*UHDW��WKDQNV��*RRG�WR�NQRZ�́ �%R\G�VDLG��KRSLQJ�VKH�ZRXOG�KXUU\�WR�
go back to the kitchen. 
I wasn’t interested in a cooking history lesson. 
$IWHU�DQ�DZNZDUG�VLOHQFH�DV�VKH�VWXGLHG�KLP��VKH�QRGGHG�DQG�
retreated. 
+DPLVK�UHWXUQHG�DQG�SORSSHG�GRZQ�D�PXJ�RI�IRDPLQJ�EHHU�RQ�WKH�
RDN�FRXQWHU��³,�EHW�LW�JHWV�ORQHO\�RXW�WKHUH�EDFNSDFNLQJ�E\�\RXUVHOI��
7KLV�LV�EOHDN�FRXQWU\��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�WKH�IRJ�UROOV�LQ�́ �
1RV\²HYHQ�IRU�D�EDUWHQGHU��,�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�WHOO�KLP�WR�SLVV�R �̆�
but I’m here to collect dopey ghost stories. I must make a charm 
R̆HQVLYH�EHFDXVH�,�QHHG�D�SD\FKHFN��
%HWZHHQ�ELWHV�RI�IRRG�%R\G�VDLG��³,�KDG�D�ODG\�IULHQG�EDLO�RQ�WKH�
WULS��1RW�KHU�FXS�RI�WHD�́ �+H�VQLFNHUHG�DW�XVLQJ�D�YHU\�DSSURSULDWH�
LGLRP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��³,�OHIW�KHU�EHKLQG�LQ�1DLUQ�WR�VRUW�
KHUVHOI�́ �
³$�KDQGVRPH�\RXQJ�PDQ�OLNH�\RX�ZLOO�VXUYLYH�MXVW�¿QH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�
ZLOG��7KH�QH[W�WDYHUQ�KROGV�D�ODVVLH�IRU�\RX��,¶P�VXUH�́ �
³*HWWLQJ�ODVVLHV�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�D�SUREOHP�́ �%R\G�VXFNHG�GRZQ�D�IHZ�
VZDOORZV�RI�EHHU��³0\�ZDONDERXW�KDV�D�OLWHUDU\�SXUSRVH��,¶P�ZRUNLQJ�
IRU�D�SXEOLVKLQJ�KRXVH�EDFN�LQ�/RQGRQ�GHVLURXV�WR�FROOHFW�JKRVW�
VWRULHV�IURP�UXUDO�DUHDV�DURXQG�,QYHUQHVV��7KHVH�VWRULHV�ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�
D�FRPSHQGLXP�RI�JKRVWO\�WDOHV�IRU�ZRXOG�EH�SDUDQRUPDO�KXQWHUV�DQG�
VXSHUQDWXUDO�EHOLHYHUV�́ �
7KH�EDUWHQGHU�KRRWHG��³:H¶YH�JRW�SOHQW\�RI�JKRVWLHV�DURXQG�KHUH��
VHYHQWHHQ��WR�EH�H[DFW��LI�\RX�EHOLHYH�GRJV�DQG�FDWV�FDQ�FRPH�EDFN�́ �
I’ve got a real live wire here. 
%R\G�SODFHG�KLV�FHOO�SKRQH�RQ�WKH�FRXQWHU��³:RXOG�\RX�PLQG�LI�,�
UHFRUGHG"�3OHDVH�WHOO�PH�DERXW�HDFK�́ �
³,¶G�EH�JODG�WR��,¶P�XVHG�WR�WKDW��(YHU\�VR�RIWHQ�MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�WKH�
like stop by to hear about the pub’s history and its ghosts. Tourist 
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EXVHV�VWRS�KHUH��PRVWO\�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU��:H�VHOO�ORWV�RI�EHHU�DQG�
VRXYHQLUV�WKHQ��7KH�NLGGLHV�OLNH�WKH�7�VKLUW�RI�WKH�JKRVW�SLUDWH�
&DSWDLQ�)LQOH\��WKDW¶V�D�VHOOHU��0\�ZLIH�DQG�,�KDYH�RZQHG�WKH�SXE�IRU�
TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH�́ �
I imagine you add another ghost story each season to market new 
trinkets. 
³/HW¶V�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�JKRVW�RI�)LQOH\��<RXU�ZLIH�WHOOV�PH�WKH�SLUDWHV�
ZHUH�ELJ�IDQV�RI�WKH�JRDW�PHDW�́ �
³)LQOH\�DQG�KLV�FUHZ�ZHUH�D�IRXO�ORW��D�UHDO�VFRXUJH�RI�WKH�0RUD\�,QOHW�
LQ�WKH�PLG�����V��2QH�QLJKW�WKH�FDSWDLQ�DQG�D�IHZ�RI�KLV�FUHZ�FDPH�
DVKRUH�IRU�IRRG�DQG�GULQN��$V�WKH�KRXU�JUHZ�ODWHU�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�
TXLWH�GHHS�LQ�WKHLU�FXSV��DQ�DUJXPHQW�EURNH�RXW�DPRQJ�WKH�PHQ��
%ODGHV�ZHUH�GUDZQ�DQG�WZR�RI�WKH�VHD�GRJV�ZHUH�GHDG�LQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�
PLQXWHV²RQH�RI�WKH�GHDG�ZDV�&DSWDLQ�)LQOH\��NLOOHG�E\�KLV�¿UVW�PDWH��
They say it was over a woman. I’ve never seen Finley’s ghost, but my 
ZLIH�KDV�PDQ\�WLPHV��2OG�)LQOH\�FRPHV�RQ�WKH�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�KLV�
GHDWK�DQG�VLWV�ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�¿UHSODFH��GULQNLQJ�IURP�WKH�VDPH�
FXS�KH�XVHG�EHIRUH�KH�GLHG��,W�VLWV�RQ�WKH�PDQWHO�RYHU�WKHUH�WRGD\�́ �
Not bad; I’ll have to do a little background research on the pirate 
FDSWDLQ�WR�DGG�EXON�WR�WKH�VWRU\��3LUDWH�VWX̆�LV�JRRG��
³:KR�LV�WKH�ROGHVW�JKRVW"´�%R\G�OLIWHG�KLV�PXJ�WR�GUDLQ�LW��³7KLV�LV�
VRPH�JRRG��VWURQJ�EHHU��&DQ�,�KDYH�DQRWKHU"´�
³,�PDNH�WKH�EHHU�P\VHOI��&DOO�LW�6WUDQJHU¶V�'HOLJKW��YHU\�KLJK�DOFRKRO�
E\�YROXPH�́ �7KH�EDUWHQGHU�GLVSHQVHG�DQRWKHU�PXJ�RI�EHHU�DQG�
continued, “The oldest ghost we have is a sad tale. That ghost is a 
little girl, a prior owner’s daughter, back in the 1300s. She would play 
outside the pub, along the road, with her dog so she could wave at 
SDVVLQJ�WUDYHOHUV��$V�WKH�KRXU�JUHZ�ODWH��KHU�IDWKHU�QHJOHFWHG�WR�IHWFK�
her one day because he drank too much with a patron. It was dusk. 
:ROYHV�EHVHW�WKH�JLUO�DQG�VODXJKWHUHG�ERWK�KHU�DQG�WKH�GRJ��%RWK�RI�
them were buried over there where the old bar was located. The very 
SODFH�ZKHUH�WKH�QHJOHFWIXO�IDWKHU�VHUYHG�KLV�GULQNV��+H�FKRVH�WKDW�
VSRW�VR�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�EH�WRR�IDU�IURP�KHU�DJDLQ�́ �
7KH�EDUWHQGHU�SRLQWHG�WR�D�JUDQLWH�SODWH�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�ZLWK�WKH�GDWH�
1323 and the name Liza engraved on it. 
³+DYH�\RX�VHHQ�KHU"´�
³1R��RQO\�P\�ZLIH�DQG�WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�SDWURQ�VHH�DQG�WDON�ZLWK�WKH�
JKRVWV��,¶P�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VSLULWV��0\�ZLIH�VD\V�
WKDW�WKH�JLUO¶V�JKRVW�LV�DIUDLG�WR�OHDYH�WKH�SXE�DQG�NHHSV�IRUELGGLQJ�
KHU�GRJ�IURP�OHDYLQJ�́ �
I need to interview the wife as well. 
7KH�EDUWHQGHU�FRQWLQXHG�WHOOLQJ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�DOO�WKH�SXE¶V�JKRVWV�
WKURXJKRXW�LWV�KXQGUHGV�RI�\HDUV�RI�H[LVWHQFH��+H�JUHZ�WKH�PRVW�
DQLPDWHG�ZKHQ�KH�VSRNH�RI�D�WUDYHOLQJ�WURXEDGRXU�ZKR��ZKLOH�
UHFLWLQJ�D�ORYH�VRQQHW��ZDV�VWDEEHG�E\�D�ORFDO�ORUG�¿[DWHG�RQ�UHYHQJH�
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IRU�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�VHGXFHG�KLV�ZLIH��:KHQ�WKH�VWRULHV�HQGHG�%R\G�
realized that he had ordered way more beer than he should have 
drunk. But he was pleased with the material he collected. The 
EDUWHQGHU�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�OHVV�RI�D�GROW�WKDQ�KH�¿UVW�WKRXJKW��%R\G¶V�
KHDG�ZDV�VSLQQLQJ�IURP�WKH�EHHU��
³&DQ�,�DVN�\RXU�ZLIH�D�IHZ�TXHVWLRQV�QRZ�EHIRUH�,�WXUQ�LQ�DW�WKH�
KRVWHO"´�%R\G�\DZQHG��ZDQWLQJ�GHVSHUDWHO\�WR�SXW�KLV�KHDG�GRZQ�
RQ�D�SLOORZ��+H�QHHGHG�WR�VWD\�RQ�VFKHGXOH�ZLWK�KLV�KLNLQJ�DQG�JR�WR�
D�IHZ�PRUH�YLOODJHV�EHIRUH�KLV�DVVLJQPHQW�ZDV�¿QLVKHG��KLV�HGLWRU�
LQVLVWHG�WKDW�KH�QRW�XVH�D�FDU�WR�OHQG�D�VHQVH�RI�DXWKHQWLFLW\�WR�WKH�
YRLFH�RI�KLV�ZULWLQJ��2QH�RI�WKH�JRDOV�IRU�WKH�ERRN�ZDV�WR�FDSWXUH�WKH�
DQJVW�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�VWDUN�FRXQWU\VLGH��
Living in the middle of nowhere, ugly-ville doesn’t require 
experiential research. 
+DPLVK�GDUWHG�KLV�H\HV�WR�WKH�PDQWHO�FORFN��³&DWULRQD¶V�GRQH�LQ�WKH�
NLWFKHQ�DQG�LV�RQ�KHU�ZD\�KRPH��,�FRXOG�WDNH�\RX�EDFN�IRU�D�TXLFN�
FKDW�LQ�D�ELW�ZKHQ�ZH�FORVH��LW¶V�QRW�IDU�IURP�WKH�KRVWHO��0\�ZLIH�OLNHV�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�QHZ�SHRSOH�OLNH�\RX�́ �
³7KDW�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDW�́ �%R\G�VDLG��³$QG�PD\EH�VKH�FRXOG�LQWURGXFH�
PH�WR�RQH�RI�WKRVH�JKRVWV�VKH�KDV�PHW�́ �
The bartender did not seem to enjoy his joke but said nothing. 
Too much beer; I’ve got to rein in the sarcasm. 
At that moment the outer door to the pub opened, ushering in a blast 
RI�FRRO�DLU��$Q�$PHULFDQ�FRXSOH��VR�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�WKH�1LNH�VZRRVK�RQ�
WKHLU�VKRHV��KXUULHG�LQVLGH�DQG�ZHQW�VWUDLJKW�IRU�WKH�EDU��
³$UH�\RX�VWLOO�VHUYLQJ"´�RQH�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQV�VDLG�
³)RU�D�ELW��:KDW�ZLOO�LW�EH"´
³*LYH�PH�WZR�&DQQLEDO�6WHZV�́ �7KH�PDQ�VPLOHG�RYHU�WR�KLV�
companion.
7KH�EDUWHQGHU�ORZHUHG�KLV�YRLFH��³:KDW�DQ�RGG�QDPH�IRU�D�GULQN��,¶YH�
QHYHU�KHDUG�RI�LW�́ �
Matching the bartender’s lower volume, the same American said, 
³7KH�EURNHU�WROG�XV�WKDW�\RX�ZRXOG�SOD\�FR\�́ �+H�SODFHG�ZKDW�
appeared to be a vintage coin on the bar.
$IWHU�SRFNHWLQJ�WKH�FRLQ��WKH�EDUWHQGHU�UHDFKHG�IRU�WKH�KLJKHVW�VKHOI�
EHKLQG�WKH�EDU�DQG�VHOHFWHG�D�QHDUO\�HPSW\�FU\VWDO�GHFDQWHU�RI�ZKDW�
%R\G�WKRXJKW�ZDV�ZKLVNH\��+DPLVK�KDOI�¿OOHG�WZR�FRFNWDLO�JODVVHV�
DQG�RUGHUHG�WKH�$PHULFDQV�WR�WDNH�WKH�IDUWKHVW�ERRWK�LQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�
the pub. “Closing time is soon. I will lock up and turn out the lights 
DQG�HYHU\ERG\�HOVH�ZLOO�JR��&RPH�VXQ�XS�,¶OO�EH�EDFN�WR�FROOHFW�\RX��
Under no circumstances are you to leave or let anybody else 
LQVLGH�́
7KH�$PHULFDQV�TXLHWO\�JLJJOHG��7KH�RQH�ZKR�JDYH�WKH�FRLQ�VDLG��³,�
FDQ¶W�EHOLHYH�WKLV�LV�KDSSHQLQJ��7KDQN�\RX�́
The Americans hurried to the booth.
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“I couldn’t help but hear. What was that all about? A most unusual 
H[FKDQJH�́ �%R\G�VDLG�WR�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�
³7LV�QRWKLQJ²PHUHO\�WRXULVWV�VHHNLQJ�GLVWUDFWLRQ�́ �+DPLVK�VDLG��
³%HVW�IRU�\RX�WR�KLW�WKH�SLVVHU�QRZ�RU�HOVH�WKH�FROG�ZLQGV�ZLOO�IUHH]H�
\RXU�SULYDWHV�LI�\RX�KDYH�WR�JR�RXWVLGH��&ORVLQJ�WLPH�LV�LQ�WHQ�PLQXWHV��
DQG�WKHQ�\RX�FDQ�JHW�\RXU�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�P\�ZLIH�́ �
What are the latecomers going to be doing all night, alone in the pub? 
$IWHU�WKH�SXE�FORVHG�+DPLVK�WXUQHG�VHYHUDO�GHDGEROW�ORFNV�RQ�WKH�
UHDU�GRRU�RI�WKH�SXE�DQG�VKRYHG�WKH�NH\V�LQWR�KLV�SRFNHW��+H�SRLQWHG�
%R\G�WR�D�SDWK�WKDW�OHG�XS�D�KLOO�WKURXJK�VKRXOGHU�KLJK�JUDVVHV�DQG�
EUXVK��³2XU�KRXVH�DQG�VWDEOH�DUH�DWRS�WKH�EOX̆��)URP�WKHUH�LW�LV�DQ�
HDV\�ZDON�GRZQ�WR�WKH�YLOODJH�DQG�WKH�KRVWHO�́ �
7KH�RYHUGULQNLQJ�RI�EHHU�KDG�PDGH�%R\G¶V�OHJV�XQVWHDG\�DQG�KLV�
PLQG�WKLFN��,W�ZDV�DQ�H̆RUW�WR�FOLPE�WKH�KLOO��KLV�PXVFOHV�KDG�
KDUGHQHG�DIWHU�KLNLQJ�DOO�GD\��+LV�EDFNSDFN��LI�LW�FRXOG�EH�EHOLHYHG��
VHHPHG�KHDYLHU��%R\G�VWUXJJOHG�WR�FDWFK�KLV�EUHDWK��$IWHU�VHYHUDO�
PLQXWHV�RI�VLOHQFH��KH�KX̆HG��³7KH�FRLQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�JDYH�\RX�
VHHPHG�OLNH�DQ�DQWLTXH�FRLQ��SUREDEO\�ZRUWK�D�ORW�RI�PRQH\��,V�D�WDVWH�
RI�&DQQLEDO�6WHZ�VRPH�KLJKO\�SUL]HG�ZKLVN\�,¶YH�QHYHU�KHDUG�RI"´�
³9HU\�PXFK�VR�́ �WKH�EDUWHQGHU�VDLG��³2QO\�YHWWHG�SHRSOH�WKURXJK�
the broker are allowed to taste it. It is much more than collectible 
ZKLVN\�́ �
³+RZ�VR"´�+H�ZDV�EHFRPLQJ�DQQR\HG�ZLWK�WKH�EDUWHQGHU¶V�YDJXH�
answers about the Americans. 
3DXVLQJ�IRU�D�PRPHQW�EHIRUH�VSHDNLQJ��WKH�EDUWHQGHU�VDLG��³3HRSOH�
who drink Cannibal Stew are seeking out knowledge on ghosts just 
OLNH�\RX��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�DVN�\RX�QRW�WR�ZULWH�DERXW�WKH�
$PHULFDQV�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�LQWHUYLHZ�P\�ZLIH�́ �
“I won’t write about them without your permission. I’ll respect the 
QHHG�IRU�GLVFUHWLRQ�DV�DQ\�QHZV�MRXUQDOLVW�ZRXOG�́ �%R\G�VDLG��QRW�
HQWLUHO\�VXUH�KH�ZRXOG�KRQRU�KLV�FRPPLWPHQW�LI�LW�WXUQHG�RXW�WKH�
UHDVRQV�ZK\�WKH�$PHULFDQ�GUDQN�&DQQLEDO�6WHZ�ZDV�D�MXLF\�WLGELW�IRU�
the book. 
$W�ODVW�WKH\�UHDFKHG�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�KLOO��+DPLVK�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�VWDEOHV��
ZKRVH�ZKLWH��SDLQWHG�VLGHV�ZHUH�YDJXHO\�YLVLEOH�LQ�WKH�VWDUOLJKW��³0\�
ZLIH�LV�ORRNLQJ�LQ�RQ�RXU�KRUVHV�EHIRUH�EHG��<RX�FDQ�FKDW�WKHUH�ZLWK�
KHU�́ �
$V�WKH\�SDVVHG�WKH�OLW�XS�PDLQ�KRXVH�HQ�URXWH�WR�WKH�VWDEOH��+DPLVK�
VDLG��³7R�DQVZHU�\RXU�TXHVWLRQ��GULQNLQJ�&DQQLEDO�6WHZ�ZLOO�DOORZ�
WKH�$PHULFDQV�WR�VHH�WKH�JKRVWV�WKDW�LQKDELW�WKH�SXE��7KH�IHZ�
allowed who can pay can also converse with the dead during the 
QLJKW�WKH\�GULQN�LW�́ �
%R\G�ODXJKHG�RXW�ORXG��³$UH�\RX�NLGGLQJ"�,V�WKH�SXE�ZLUHG�IRU�
JKRVWO\�VSHFLDO�H̆HFWV"�,�ZRQ¶W�VD\�D�ZRUG�WR�UXLQ�\RXU�OXFUDWLYH�WKULOO�
VKRZ�́ �
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Both the bartender and his wife are scam artists who prey on 
traveling strangers. Maybe I could sell the story to a tabloid. 
,QVLGH�WKH�VWDEOHV�ZHUH�D�KDOI�GR]HQ�KRUVH�VWDOOV��&DWULRQD�ZDV�
VKRYHOLQJ�KD\�LQWR�RQH�RI�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKH\�HQWHUHG��+DPLVK�FDOOHG�
RXW�DQG�H[SODLQHG�WKH�ZLVK�IRU�KHU�WR�DQVZHU�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�WKH�
ghost guide that was being written. 
“Your husband tells me that you have seen and conversed with the 
ghosts in the pub. Tell me how you do it. Are you drinking Cannibal 
6WHZ�RU�DUH�\RX�D�QDWXUDO�FODLUYR\DQW"´�
I chase after kooks for their made-up ghost stories; it is so 
embarrassing. I’m meant for better . 
³,�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�JLIWV�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�KDQGPDLGHQ�WR�WKH�GHDG��VXFK�
VHUYLFH�FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�QHDUO\�IRXU�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�WR�WKH�¿UVW�
FRYHQ�WKDW�ÀHG�WKH�%DURQ�RI�&DVWOHKLOO�́ �&DWULRQD�VDLG��
This is all some steaming pile of cow pies but it’s a great story. 
%R\G�IRXJKW�WKH�XUJH�WR�ODXJK�DORXG�DJDLQ��³:K\�GR�WKH�GHDG�UHTXLUH�
D�KDQGPDLGHQ"´
³7KH\�QHHG�KHOS�UHVROYLQJ�WKH�UHDVRQV�DV�WR�ZK\�WKH\�FDQ¶W�PRYH�RQ�́
Isn’t that what every charlatan says when asked for a reason why 
ghosts exist?
³6R�\RX¶UH�OLNH�D�VRFLDO�ZRUNHU�IRU�WKH�GHDG"´�%R\G�VDLG��
I’m an idiot; the beer is talking again. 
³<RX�DUH�D�UXGH�OLWWOH�PDQ�ZKR�GHVHUYHV�ZKDW�LOO�IRUWXQH�KH�KDV�
ZURXJKW�́ �&DWULRQD�VDLG��
Boyd realized his snarkiness was ruining the interview. “I’m sorry 
IRU�PDNLQJ�D�MRNH��([FXVH�PH��,¶YH�GUXQN�WRR�PXFK��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�
DJUHHLQJ�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�PH�́ �
:LWKRXW�ZDUQLQJ�%R\G�ZDV�VWUXFN�KDUG�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�KHDG��+H�
teetered; his vision blurred and he slumped to his knees. Through a 
KD]H�RI�SDLQ��%R\G�VDZ�+DPLVK�KROGLQJ�D�ELOO\�FOXE��
Who are these people? 
³'DUOLQJ��,�GLG�ZKDW�\RX�DVNHG�DIWHU�KH�ZDV�VR�UXGH�DERXW�\RXU�JRDW�
VKHSKHUG¶V�SLH�́ �+DPLVK�VDLG��³,�IRXQG�RXW�KH�ZDV�DORQH�DQG�OHG�KLP�
EDFN�KHUH�TXLWH�WLSV\��1RERG\�VDZ�XV�OHDYH�WRJHWKHU��$QG�IURP�WKH�
ZD\�KH�FRPSRUWV�KLPVHOI��QR�RQH�VKRXOG�PLVV�KLP�PXFK��+LV�HGLWRU�
ZLOO�WKLQN�KH�VWXPEOHG�EOLQG�GUXQN�R̆�WKH�EOX̆�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�
KRVWHO�́ �
+DPLVK�VWULSSHG�D�GD]HG�%R\G�RI�KLV�EDFNSDFN��FHOO�SKRQH��DQG�
wallet. 
%R\G�ZDV�VWUXFN�DJDLQ�DFURVV�WKH�VKRXOGHUV��DQG�KH�IHOO�IDFHGRZQ�
WR�WKH�ÀRRUERDUGV��$V�KH�WULHG�WR�ULVH��KLV�KHDG�VWLOO�VSLQQLQJ��WKH�
bartender pounced on him and snapped manacles onto his arms 
DQG�OHJV��$V�&DWULRQD�RSHQHG�D�KDWFK�WKURXJK�WKH�ÀRRU��%R\G�ZDV�
dragged toward it. A dangling chain attached to an overhead winch 
was clipped to his hand manacles so that he could be lowered. 
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What is happening? What are they going to do to me? 
7KH�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�XQGHUJURXQG�URRP�%R\G�IRXQG�KLPVHOI�LQ�ZHUH�
PDGH�RI�EULFN��WKH�VPHOO�RI�VRRW�SHUYDGHG�WKH�GDQN�DLU��7KH�RZQHUV�RI�
WKH�SXE�VWRRG�DERYH�KLP�DIWHU�FOLPELQJ�GRZQ�D�ODGGHU��
³:KDW�LV�WKLV�SODFH"´�%R\G�EOXEEHUHG��³:K\�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�WKLV"´�
³<RX�ZHUH�DQ�HDV\�FKRLFH�IRU�ZKDW�ZH�QHHG�EHFDXVH�\RX¶UH�D�VHOI�
VDWLV¿HG��ERRULVK�PDQ�́ �&DWULRQD�VDLG��
“You’re kidnapping me? All because I was rude about your shepherd’s 
SLH"´�%R\G�VDLG��³7KLV�LV�FUD]\�WRZQ��,¶P�VLQFHUHO\�VRUU\�IRU�QRW�
showing respect. It’s been a long, tiring week and I got snappish. 
3OHDVH�OHW�PH�JR�́ �
³'RJV�JHW�VQDSSLVK�́ �+DPLVK�VDLG��³$�PDQ�VKRXOG�EH�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�
KRZ�KH�FRQGXFWV�KLPVHOI�́ �
+DPLVK�JULSSHG�%R\G�EHQHDWK�KLV�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�GUDJJHG�KLP�
WRZDUG�D�EULFN�NLOQ�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�URRP��7KH�EDUWHQGHU�
pushed Boyd inside the oven with a violent shove and slammed shut 
the grated iron door. 
%R\G�SXOOHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�EDUV��³/HW�PH�RXW�RI�KHUH��<RX¶OO�JR�WR�MDLO�IRU�
WKLV��,I�\RX�VWRS�QRZ�DQG�UHOHDVH�PH��,�ZRQ¶W�SUHVV�FKDUJHV��<RX¶OO�
QHYHU�VHH�PH�DJDLQ�́ �
&DWULRQD�ODXJKHG��³$OO�RI�\RX�FKRVHQ�SUHWW\�PXFK�SURPLVH�WKH� 
VDPH�WKLQJ�́
³&KRVHQ�IRU�ZKDW"�+RZ�PDQ\�RWKHUV�KDYH�\RX�NLGQDSSHG"´
“Since the original coven came to the village in 1635, the 
KDQGPDLGHQV�KDYH�UHTXLUHG�VDFUL¿FHV�WR�FUDIW�&DQQLEDO�6WHZ��6LQFH�
ZH�DUH�JXDUGLDQV��ZH�GR�QRW�WDNH�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�YLOODJH��RQO\�
VWUDQJHUV��6HOOLQJ�WKH�GULQN�WR�D�VSHFLDO�IHZ�D̆RUGV�H[WUD�PRQH\�LQ�
WKH�FROG�PRQWKV�ZKHQ�ZH�FDQQRW�VHQG�PHQ�RXW�WR�¿VK�́ �&DWULRQD�
said. 
“You’re going to cook and eat me like savages? Is that why your drink 
LV�FDOOHG�&DQQLEDO�6WHZ"�$UH�WKH�$PHULFDQV�JRLQJ�WR�MRLQ�\RX"´�
Catriona shook her head. “The handmaidens do not crave human 
ÀHVK�DQ\PRUH�WR�SHUIHFW�WKHLU�PDJLF��1RZ�ZH�ZLOO�FUHPDWH�\RX�DQG�
PL[�\RXU�UHPDLQV�ZLWK�WUDFH�DPRXQWV�RI�WKH�DVKHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�FDPH�
EHIRUH�\RX��7KLV�KXPDQ�PL[�EHFRPHV�SDUW�RI�DQ�DOFKHPLF�WLQFWXUH�
ZLWK�WKH�ZKLVN\�́ �&DWULRQD�VDLG��
³7KLV�LV�PDGQHVV�́ �%R\G�VDLG��³*KRVWV��ZLWFKHV��DQG�PDJLF�DUH�QRW�
real. You’re just hoodwinking tourists to make them think they are 
WDONLQJ�WR�JKRVWV��$QG�\RX¶UH�RXWULJKW��SHUYHUWHG�PXUGHUHUV�́ �
³,W�GRHVQ¶W�PDWWHU�LI�\RX�EHOLHYH��RU�WKH�WRXULVWV��MXVW�VR�ORQJ�DV�WKH�
WRXULVWV�FRQWLQXH�WR�SD\�IRU�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�EHLQJ�ZLWK�JKRVWV�IRU�
WKH�QLJKW�́ �+DPLVK�VDLG��³1HDUO\�DOO�WKH�WRXULVWV��,�EHOLHYH��WKLQN�
it is a thrilling show. Nobody really cares about what is real or not 
DQ\PRUH��DOO�WKDW�PDWWHUV�LV�WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�WKH�H[SHULHQFH²WKH�FRYHQ�
KDV�DOZD\V�DGDSWHG�ZLWK�WKH�WLPHV�́ �



76

I must say something to make them stop. I’ve always been able to 
talk my way out of anything. 
“My cell phone will be tracked here. The police will piece it all 
WRJHWKHU�́ �%R\G�VDLG��³-XVW�OHW�PH�JR��SOHDVH�́ �
³:H¶YH�KHDUG�WKDW�DUJXPHQW�EHIRUH��+DPLVK�ZLOO�ZDON�\RXU�SKRQH�
DORQJ�WKH�VHD�ZDON�EOX̆��$IWHU�WKDW��DOO�HYLGHQFH�RI�\RX�ZLOO�EH�EXUQHG�
DQG�GHVWUR\HG�́ �
“When they trace my steps, it will lead to the stables. Maybe the 
SROLFH�ZLOO�JHW�OXFN\�DQG�¿QG�WKLV�GXQJHRQ�DQG�WKLV�EXUQLQJ�ER[�́ �
%R\G�VDLG��³7KH�WUXWK�ZLOO�FRPH�RXW�HYHQWXDOO\��LI�QRW�IRU�PH��WKHQ�WKH�
QH[W�WLPH��/HW�LW�HQG�ZLWK�PH²,¶OO�JR�TXLHWO\�DQG�VD\�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�
\RX�RU�\RXU�SXE��<RX�FDQ�VWLOO�PDNH�PRQH\�JULIWLQJ�SHRSOH�LQWR�VHHLQJ�
JKRVWV�́ �
³:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN��&DWULRQD"´�+DPLVK�VDLG�
³,¶P�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�\RX�KDYH�HQRXJK�SURSDQH�WR�WRDVW�WKLV�DVVKROH�́
³6XUH�GR��VZHHWKHDUW��,�¿OOHG�WKH�WDQN�XS�WKH�RWKHU�GD\�ZKHQ�,�
QRWLFHG�WKH�GHFDQWHU�RI�&DQQLEDO�6WHZ�UXQQLQJ�ORZ�́
³,�KRSH�\RX�ERWK�EXUQ�LQ�KHOO�´�%R\G�URDUHG�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�KLV�OXQJV�
&DWULRQD�FDFNOHG��³0D\EH�\RX�ZLOO�KDXQW�XV"�7KHUH¶V�DOZD\V�URRP�IRU�
PRUH�JKRVWV�DW�RXU�SXE�́ �
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Perennial Incantation 
Kelly Talbot 
 
,�HPHUJH�IURP�WKH�FHPHQW�VWUHDP 
DQG�VKDNH�R̆�GURSOHWV�RI�VLGHZDON� 
0\�OLSV�SDUW��$IWHUQRRQ�HPHUJHV� 
DQG�,�DP�FRQMXULQJ�-XO\� 
 
6WHPV�RI�JUḊWL�VWUHWFK�XSZDUG 
along city walls, their blossoms 
DOUHDG\�IDGLQJ��ZDLWLQJ 
to bloom again next year. 
 
You meet me there, 
GXVWHG�LQ�WKH�IUDJUDQFH 
RI�ODXJKWHU�DQG�SHWDOV�XQIROGLQJ� 
just as last year, 
just as today. 
 
+HUH�ZLWK�\RX 
I was, am, will be, 
continuously. 
When I open my eyes, 
\RXU�VPLOH�LV�LQ¿QLW\�
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Marginalized 
Rick Kuenning
 
Fox locks eyes in the garden, bru sh tail held low.
Blackbird commands the housetop, public pulpit, declares ownership.
Spider spins a silken haven, silver whisps in slanting daylight.
6TXLUUHO��GLVWUDFWHG��GDVKHV��KHFWLF��KLGHV�WUHDVXUHV�IURP�KLPVHOI�
+HGJHKRJ��PHGLWDWLQJ��WUXQGOHV�WKHUH�WR�KHUH��DW�HDVH�
.HVWUHO��SDSHU�WKLQ��ÀRDWV�DFURVV�FRQFUHWH�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�VLJQDJH�
+XQWLQJ�VSLGHU�ÀDWWHQV�XQGHU�WKH�ZURXJKW�VWHHO�JDUGHQ�UDLOLQJ�
+HURQ��UHJDO��NQLIH�EODGHG��ULVHV�IURP�DQ�XUEDQ�VWUHDPEHG�
:RRGSHFNHU��VROGLHU�VWUDLJKW��JUHHQ�JROG��FOLQJV�WR�D�FRQFUHWH�FXUE�
6RQJELUG�DQG�EHH��EHOOZHWKHUV�RI�GHFOLQH�DQG�VORZ�GHDWK��GLVDSSHDU�

+LGGHQ��UHVLGHQW��UHIXJHHV�HQFDPSHG�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�RXU�NLQG²
7KH\�DZDLW�RXU�DSRWKHRVLV��UDSWXUH��GHSDUWXUH²XSOLIWHG��
WUDQVFHQGHQW²
*RQH�LQ�WKH�FUHVFHQGR�RI�JUHHG�DQG�UDSDFLRXV�VWXSLGLW\�GH¿QLQJ� 
our kind.
Those who remain know themselves, their place, the center.
7KH\�ZLOO�UHSDLU�IURP�WKH�PDUJLQV��UHFRYHU�ORVV�DQG�GLVUXSWLRQ�
7KLV�FRUUXSW�GRPLQLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�ZRUVW�FKRLFH�
Our broken covenant with God’s good Creation.



79

Awakening: Early Apprenticeship 
Mary Ann Dimand

…and the spring day opens
ZLWK�D�ÀXW\�ZKLVWOLQJ��DV�D�VDSVXFNHU
tastes the coming dawn.

I’ve wakened early, to my world
where kills are not so clean
DV�D�UDELG�IR[¶V�ELWH��:KHUH�KXPDQV
EODPH�WKH�VSLGHU�IRU�D�ZHE
that gums the mourning cloak,
DQG�EODPH�WKH�ÀLHV�WKH�VSLGHU�FDWFKHV�
DQG�SUDLVH�WKH�WHQGHU�VZHHWQHVV�RI�D�IDZQ�
ZKLOH�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKHUH�WKH�VDVVDIUDV¶V�VKRRWV
KDYH�JRQH��GRZQ�ZKDW�EHGHYLOHG�PDZ²
and say how cruel the children are
as they repeat what parents teach them.
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Sees 
James DeMarse 
 
Going home to Rochester to visit my mother who has Alzheimer’s. 
The train leaves Grand Central in ten minutes. I get settled in my 
seat, organize my reading and my notebooks. It takes about eight 
hours to get to Rochester.

*  *  *
It’s been three months since I last saw Mom. We talked on the phone 
WKH�RWKHU�GD\�DQG�LW�WRRN�KHU�D�ZKLOH�WR�¿JXUH�RXW�ZKR�,�ZDV��,�NQHZ�
I had to see her, the sooner, the better. In the last several months 
,�KDG�EHHQ�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�UHOD[HG�DERXW�P\�YLVLWV��,�IHOW�VKH�ZDV�LQ�
JRRG�KDQGV�ZLWK�P\�DXQW�DQG�IULHQGV�IURP�FKXUFK�ZKR�WRRN�FDUH�RI�
everything she needed, but I realized she needed something more 
than what they could give her.
$IWHU�WKH�FDOO��,�WKRXJKW�,�PLJKW�WU\�WR�JHW�D�WHPSRUDU\�SODFH�LQ�
5RFKHVWHU�IRU�ORQJHU�YLVLWV��0\�FRXVLQ�R̆HUHG�PH�WKH�FRXFK�LQ�KHU�
IDPLO\�URRP�LQ�WKH�EDVHPHQW��,W�ZDV�QLFH�RI�KHU�EXW��QR��WKDQNV��,�
didn’t want to live with someone anyway. My visits were a balancing 
DFW�EHFDXVH�DFWLQJ�MREV�ZHUH�VSRUDGLF��DQG�,�FRXOGQ¶W�D̆RUG�WR�WXUQ�
GRZQ�DQ\�R̆HUV��7KHQ�,�WKRXJKW�,�DERXW�¿QGLQJ�D�SDUW�WLPH�MRE²WKDW�
WKRXJKW�ODVWHG�DERXW�D�PLQXWH��,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�VSHQG�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�
there. It’s not that I don’t like Rochester, it’s just that the place stirs 
up complicated memories, some tough and unpleasant.
,W�LV�D�ELJ�FLW\�RI�DERXW�WZR�KXQGUHG�WKRXVDQG��EXW�ZH�OLYHG�LQ�D�
WRZQVKLS�QHDU�WKH�ODNH�WKDW�IHOW�OLNH�D�VPDOO�WRZQ²,URQGHTXRLW��
7KHUH�ZHUH�HYHQ�IDUPV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�,URQGHTXRLW�%D\��VRXWK�RI�
3LWWVIRUG�DQG�ZHVW�DURXQG�+HQULHWWD�
/DNH�2QWDULR�ZDV�DERXW�D�WZHQW\�PLQXWH�ZDON�IURP�RXU�KRXVH�RQ�
Tamarack Drive. Across the street was an empty lot where we used 
WR�SOD\�EDVHEDOO�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�OLWWOH��RXU�VPDOO�ZHHG�LQIHVWHG�EDVHEDOO�
¿HOG�ORRNHG�RYHU�WKH�JXOO\��ZKLFK�KDG�D�OLWWOH�VWUHDP�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJK�
LW�DW�WKH�ERWWRP��D�FRXSOH�RI�ROG�EDVHEDOOV�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�OLNHO\�
embedded in its banks; beyond that was the vast Durand Eastman 
Park.
7KH�SDUN�VSUHDG�RXW�IURP�WKHUH�IRU�KXQGUHGV�RI�DFUHV�DOO�WKH�ZD\�
WR�WKH�EHDFK��¿OOHG�ZLWK�QRW�RQO\�¿HOGV�DQG�IRUHVWV�EXW�WKUHH�SRQGV�
VWRFNHG�ZLWK�VRPH�ODUJH�PRXWK�EDVV�DQG�EURRN�WURXW��0RP�ORYHG�WR�
take walks along its horse trails and woodland paths. In the winter, 
P\�IULHQGV�%REE\�DQG�5RQQLH�DQG�,�ZRXOG�WUXGJH�RYHU�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�
ODUJHU�SRQGV�WKHUH��VKRYHO�WKH�VQRZ�R̆�VR�ZH�FRXOG�VNDWH��WKHQ�SOD\�
VRPH�NLQG�RI�ZHLUG�KRFNH\�
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,�VKDUHG�P\�PRWKHU¶V�ORYH�RI�WKH�ZRRGV�DQG�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�P\�
IXWXUH�ZRXOG�VRPHKRZ�FRQWDLQ�IRUHVWV��VWUHDPV��KLOOV��DQG�YDOOH\V�
LQVWHDG�RI�VXEZD\V��QRLVH��DQG�WUḊF�
)DUWKHU�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�ODNH�ZDV�'UHDPODQG�ZLWK�WKH�IDPRXV�-DFN�
Rabbit roller coaster overlooking not only the lake but also 
,URQGHTXRLW�%D\��:KHQ�,�ZDV�VPDOOHU��P\�IULHQG�%XWFK�DQG�,�ZRXOG�
ULGH�RXU�ELNHV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ED\�DQG�¿VK�IURP�WKH�ROG�GRFN�IRU�FDUS��
I never caught any. Butch did and bashed their heads on the rocks 
because he said they helped pollute the bay.
There was a strong, wicked undertow that ran through the outlet 
IURP�WKH�ED\�LQWR�WKH�ODNH��,�UHPHPEHU�D�OLWWOH�ER\�GURZQHG�WKHUH��,�
VDZ�WKHP�SXOO�RXW�KLV�DZIXO�ZKLWH�ERG\��ÀRSS\�OLNH�D�GROO��WKHQ�WU\�WR�
FRYHU�KLP�XS�EHIRUH�SHRSOH�FRXOG�VHH�

*  *  *
7KH�WUDLQ�VORZO\�SXOOV�RXW�RI�*UDQG�&HQWUDO�6WDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FODFN�
FODFN�RI�WKH�ZKHHOV�RQ�WKH�WUDFN��&ODFN�FODFN�DV�LW�PRYHV�WKURXJK�WKH�
WXQQHO�LQWR�WKH�VFDWWHUHG�OLJKW�RI�WKH�WUDLQ�\DUG��&ODFN�FODFN�DFURVV�
WKH�EULGJH�LQ�WKH�IXOO�PRUQLQJ�VXQ�ZLWK�WKH�+XGVRQ�5LYHU�DKHDG��7KH�
HQJLQHHU�RSHQV�WKH�WKURWWOH�DQG�ZH¶UH�R̆�

*  *  *
:KHQ�,�YLVLWHG�0RP�DW�KRPH�EHIRUH�KHU�$O]KHLPHU¶V�DFFHOHUDWHG��
she used to applaud my meager successes, laugh at my stale but, I 
WKRXJKW��ZHOO�GHOLYHUHG�MRNHV��DQG�SX]]OH�DW�P\�RXWEXUVWV�RI�UDJH�
RYHU�SROLWLFV�DIWHU�,�KDG�GRZQHG�D�IHZ�EHHUV�
I remember my mother’s devotion to the Catholic Church. When I 
ZDV�LQ�WKH�VHPLQDU\��VKH�WROG�PH�WKDW�-HVXV�DEVRUEHG�HYHU\�PLQXWH�
RI�KHU�GD\��HYHQ�ZKHQ�VKH�VFUXEEHG�GLVKHV�RU�ÀRRUV�RU�ZDOOV��GLG�
laundry in the basement with the water draining into that slate tub, 
every mundane task. Over time, my mother’s devotion to the church 
LQIHFWHG�PH�OLNH�WKH�EXJ��,�DWWHQGHG�0DVV�DW�6DLQW�6DORPH¶V�WZR�RU�
WKUHH�WLPHV�D�ZHHN��SUD\HG�HYHU\�GD\�DV�LI�LW�ZHUH�IRRG²WKUHH�PHDOV�
D�GD\��DORQJ�ZLWK�VQDFNV�DQG�GHVVHUWV��DQG�LPDJLQHG�¿VKLQJ�ZLWK�
&KULVW�RQ�WKH�6HD�RI�*DOLOHH�

*  *  *
,�IHHO�WLUHG�EHFDXVH�,�JRW�XS�HDUO\�WR�FDWFK�WKLV�WUDLQ��,�VWDUW�WR�UHOD[�
VRPHZKHUH�DURXQG�:HVW�3RLQW�RU�&ROG�6SULQJ��,�ORRN�DW�WKH�FOL̆V�RI�
%HDU�0RXQWDLQ�DFURVV�WKH�ULYHU��)DUWKHU�RQ��,�FDQ�DOPRVW�IHHO�WKH�
trees sway in the river breeze. I remember how much Mom loved  
her trees.
She used to hum whenever she looked at those three pines in the 
IURQW�\DUG�WKDW�VKH�SODQWHG�PDQ\�\HDUV�DJR��1RZ�VKH�OLYHV�LQ�DQ�
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DVVLVWHG�OLYLQJ�IDFLOLW\�LQ�D�URRP�RYHUORRNLQJ�D�SDUNLQJ�ORW�
$V�,�VWXG\�P\�UHÀHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZLQGRZ�ZLWK�WKRVH�WUHHV�SDVVLQJ�E\�
EH\RQG��,�ORRN�IRU�DQVZHUV�WR�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�P\�RZQ�IRUJHWIXOQHVV�

*  *  *
7KH�VDIHW\�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�P\�WUXH�KRPH��VR�LW�ZDV�QRW�WRR�KDUG�WR�
¿JXUH�RXW�ZKDW�,�ZRXOG�GR�DIWHU�HLJKWK�JUDGH²MRLQ�WKH�VHPLQDU\��7KH�
UXOHV�ZHUH�VWULFW²QR�JLUOV��EODFN�VXLWV�ZLWK�EODFN�WLHV��RQO\�VHPLQDU\�
IULHQGVKLSV�ZHUH�DOORZHG��0DVV�DQG�FRPPXQLRQ�HYHU\�GD\²D�WRWDO�
immersion into sanctity.
$W�¿UVW�,�HPEUDFHG�WKH�UXOHV��SOXQJHG�LQWR�SUD\HU��H[DOWHG�LQ�GDLO\�
0DVV��DQG�VRXJKW�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV�LQ�ZHHNO\�FRQIHVVLRQ��DQG��
VDGO\��,�GLG�QRW�VHH�P\�IULHQGV�RXWVLGH�WKH�VHPLQDU\��0\�GHYRWLRQ�
VXVWDLQHG�PH��KRZHYHU��,�VSRNH�WR�-HVXV�ZKR�JDYH�PH�FRPIRUW�ZKHQ�
,�KHDUG�P\�IDWKHU�EHUDWH�P\�PRWKHU�RU�WKURZ�SODWHV��ODPSV��RU�
toasters. Somehow, I managed to hold on through all the upheaval, 
remained somewhat calm because, ultimately, I knew there was an 
DQVZHU��%XW�DOO�WKDW�FKDQJHG�ZKHQ�,�TXLW�WKH�VHPLQDU\��7KH�ZRUVW�
SDUW�ZDV�P\�PRWKHU¶V�SURIRXQG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�
:KHQ�,�YLVLWHG�0RP�DW�WKH�IDFLOLW\�WKUHH�PRQWKV�DJR��,�VWD\HG�DW�RXU�
ROG�KRXVH�RQ�7DPDUDFN�'ULYH�IRU�WKH�ODVW�WLPH��,�KDG�VROG�LW�DIWHU�
much thought about Mom’s condition with the realization that she 
would never be able to return there, plus the sale would enable her to 
JHW�0HGLFDLG��0RVW�RI�0RP¶V�IXUQLWXUH�KDG�EHHQ�VROG�RU�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�
Salvation Army, so I slept in the attic on an old army cot. It would 
be the last night I would spend in that house, a way to say goodbye 
WR�WKH�ODVW�YHVWLJH�RI�P\�FKLOGKRRG��WR�UHPHPEHU�KHU�KDQG�RQ�P\�
IRUHKHDG�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�VLFN��KHU�ODXJKWHU�ZKHQ�,�GLG�SUDWIDOOV�RQ�WKH�
ODZQ��KHU�TXLHW�WHDUV�DIWHU�D�ERXW�ZLWK�'DG��KHU�EUDYHU\�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�
KHU�LOOQHVV��,�IHOW�DQ[LRXV�ZKHQ�QLJKW�FDPH��7KH�HPSW\�KRXVH�HFKRHG�
WKH�ZDLOV�RI�JKRVWV��7KH�ROG�QLJKW�WHUURUV�FDPH�EDFN��WKH�VRXQG�RI�
VODPPLQJ�GRRUV��VKRXWV��FU\LQJ��6LOHQFH��7KHQ�WKDW�IHHOLQJ�RI�ZDLWLQJ��
ZDLWLQJ�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�EDG�WR�KDSSHQ��7KDW�ZDV�WKHQ��,�PDGH�LW�
through without a scratch.

*  *  *
But tonight I would stay at a hotel in downtown Rochester near 
where Mom was staying.
$IWHU�3RXJKNHHSVLH�DQG�WKH�&DWVNLOOV��ZH�SDVV�$OEDQ\��,�VHH�WKH�
$GLURQGDFNV�LQ�WKH�GLVWDQFH��DQG�,�UHPHPEHU�RQH�RI�WKH�UDUH�
vacations we had when Dad rented a rustic cottage on Indian Lake. 
We swam in the chilly waters, so clean you could see the bottom no 
PDWWHU�KRZ�IDU�RXW�\RX�ZHQW��ZH�DWH�IULHG�SHUFK�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�HDWHULHV��
'DG�PDGH�SDQFDNHV�IRU�EUHDNIDVW��,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�FOHDU�DLU��IUHVK�
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SLQH�VPHOOV��HYHQ�WKH�VPHOO�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�DV�LW�JHQWO\�ULSSOHG�DORQJ�WKH�
URFN\�VKRUH��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�RQH�WLPH�ZKHQ�,�IHOW�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�SDUW�RI�
D�IDPLO\�

*  *  *
:KHQ�WLPH�KDG�SDVVHG�DQG�,�ZDV�¿QDOO\�RXW�RQ�P\�RZQ�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��
,�ZDV�QRW�D�JRRG�VRQ��0RP�KDG�WROG�PH�LQ�RQH�RI�RXU�KHDUW�WR�KHDUW�
WDONV�EHIRUH�,�OHIW�IRU�WKH�ELJ�FLW\�WKDW�ZKHQ�VKH�DQG�'DG�ZHUH�¿UVW�
married, he got what he thought was a great job in Georgia with 
JUHDW�SRWHQWLDO��KH�GURYH�DOO�WKH�ZD\�GRZQ�WKHUH�RQO\�WR�¿QG�WKDW�WKH�
MRE�ZDV�QRW�ZKDW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�SURPLVHG��+H�DOVR�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�
XJOLQHVV�RI�VHJUHJDWLRQ��+H�WXUQHG�DURXQG�RQ�WKH�VSRW��GURYH�DOO�WKH�
way back home, straight through without sleep; on his return he had 
D�QHUYRXV�EUHDNGRZQ��$IWHU�DQ�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�WHVWV��WKH�GRFWRU�
told Mom that Dad was schizophrenic and warned her not to have 
any children. I was shocked, but the shock took time to sink in.
$IWHU�WKDW�,�GLGQ¶W�YLVLW�KHU�RIWHQ��EXW�ZKHQ�,�GLG�,�DOZD\V�FKDOOHQJHG�
KHU�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV��:K\�GLG�\RX�PDUU\�'DG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH"�
:K\�FRXOGQ¶W�\RX�WDNH�FDUH�RI�P\�QHHGV�DV�D�FKLOG"�:K\�GLGQ¶W�\RX�
FRPIRUW�PH��KROG�PH"�:K\�GLGQ¶W�\RX�OHDYH��IRU�&KULVW¶V�VDNH"�,�
GHPDQGHG�VKH�PDNH�XS�IRU�WKH�ORVW�WLPH�RI�QHJOHFW��ZKLFK�RI�FRXUVH�
ZDV�ULGLFXORXV��,�H[SHULHQFHG�D�ORW�RI�ELWWHUQHVV�WKHQ��HYHQWXDOO\�VKH�
H[SODLQHG�ZLWK�WHDUV�DQG�DQJHU�DV�EHVW�VKH�FRXOG��³+H�ZDV�VLFN��+LV�
KHDUW��,�ZDV�VFDUHG�́ �$IWHU�WKDW��,�ZRUNHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��VR�WKLQJV�
got better.

*  *  *
$V�WKH�WUDLQ�SDVVHV�WKH�PRXQWDLQV��WKH�ODQG�WXUQV�ÀDW²PDUVKHV��
ZHWODQG�UHVHUYHV�ZKHUH�EOXH�KHURQV�VWDQG�IHHGLQJ�LQ�VKDOORZ�
VZDPSV��ÀRFNV�RI�JHHVH�VXGGHQO\�À\�RYHUKHDG��DQG�GXFNV�ÀRDW�RQ�
WUDQTXLO�SRQGV�

*  *  *
)RU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��,�KDYH�ORRNHG�LQWR�P\�PRWKHU¶V�H\HV�IRU�DQVZHUV��
,�KDYH�LPDJLQHG�WKDW�LI�,�ORRNHG�ORQJ�HQRXJK��GHHSO\�HQRXJK��VKH�
ZRXOG�VXGGHQO\�VPLOH�DQG�VD\��³6ZHHWLH�SLH�́ �/DVW�\HDU�VKH�GLG��QRW�
WKLV�\HDU�VR�IDU�
,�UHPHPEHU��DIWHU�P\�IDWKHU�GLHG��KRZ�P\�PRWKHU�EORVVRPHG��6KH�
JRW�UHDFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�KHU�QHLJKERUV�DQG�IULHQGV��PDGH�FRRNLHV�IRU�
the nuns, taught catechism to the kids at the church, and sang every 
Sunday in the choir. I bought her a notebook and a pen to encourage 
her to write about her walks in the park, to write about the trees, the 
birds, and the deer by the pond. She did.
,�ZDWFK�P\�PRP¶V�IDLWK�VORZO\�GLVDSSHDULQJ�RXW�RI�KHU�OLIH��6RRQ�VKH�
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ZLOO�QR�ORQJHU�KDYH�KHU�SUD\HUV�RU�KHU�0DVV��QRW�PXFK�RI�DQ\WKLQJ�
WR�KROG�RQ�WR��$OO�,¶P�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�VHH�DUH�KHU�IULJKWHQHG�H\HV��:KDW�
UHSODFHV�WKH�QXUWXULQJ�RI�KHU�VRXO��WKH�UHSOHQLVKPHQW�RI�JUDFH"
,�ERXJKW�0RP�D�ER[�RI�6HHV�FDQG\��6KH�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�VD\�VKH�GLGQ¶W�
OLNH�WKHP²³PD\EH�MXVW�RQH�FKRFRODWH�FRYHUHG�FDUDPHO�́ �VKH¶G�VD\��
then eat the whole box when I wasn’t looking.

*  *  *
1RZ��SDVVLQJ�E\�P\�ZLQGRZ�DUH�¿HOGV�RI�ZLOGÀRZHUV��4XHHQ�$QQH¶V�
lace, tiger lilies, pussy willows, and cattails spread out beyond the 
WUDLQ�LQWR�WKH�KRUL]RQ�IRU�ZKDW�VHHPV�OLNH�PLOHV��$V�ZH�JHW�D�OLWWOH�
FORVHU�WR�WKH�FLW\��FLYLOL]DWLRQ�EHJLQV�WR�VKRZ��DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQGV�ZLWK�
WKRVH�ODUJH�PRXQGV�RI�KD\��IUHVK�WLOOHG�VRLO��FRZV��DQG�HYHU\�RQFH�LQ�D�
ZKLOH�D�IDUPHU�GULYLQJ�KLV�WUDFWRU��,�KHDU�WKH�FODFN�FODFN�RI�WKH�WUDLQ�
PRYLQJ�IDVWHU��WKHQ�VORZHU��&ODFN�FODFN��:H�DUULYH�LQ�5RFKHVWHU��7KH�
YLHZ�RI�WKH�KRUL]RQ�LV�UHVWULFWHG�QRZ�E\�VWHHO�DQG�FRQFUHWH�EXLOGLQJV�
DQG�EDUULHUV��VPRNH��SLOHV�RI�UDLOURDG�WLHV��DQG�YDULRXV�VKHGV��
workstations, and iron detritus. Then it all disappears as we enter 
the tunnel at an incredibly slow pace.

*  *  *
I checked in at the desk where Mom was staying. A pleasant woman 
told me that Mom was expecting me and hoped I would have a nice 
visit. She told me to go directly to the visitors’ room, and Mom would 
PHHW�PH�WKHUH��7KH�YLVLWRUV¶�URRP�ZDV�OLNH�D�VWDJH�VHW�RI�D�SOHDVDQW�
PLGGOH�FODVV�OLYLQJ�URRP�ZLWK�D�IDNH�ERRNVKHOI��FUHGHQ]D��VRID��DQG�
HDV\�FKDLU��7KH�WZR�ZLQGRZV�KDG�IULOO\�FXUWDLQV�DQG�³ORRNHG�RXW�RQ´�
D�ODUJH�SULQW�RI�WUHHV��7KH�ZDOOV�ZHUH�SDLQWHG�D�FDOPLQJ�EOXH�
,�ZDLWHG�IRU�KHU�WKHUH�IRU�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�EHIRUH�WKH\�ZKHHOHG�KHU�
in. She had got her hair done and was wearing a nice dress with 
D�QHFNODFH�RI�IDNH�SHDUOV�DURXQG�KHU�QHFN��6KH�VHHPHG�D�OLWWOH�
concerned but then warmed up. I don’t think she recognized me at 
¿UVW��EXW�WKHQ�VKH�¿QDOO\�GLG��7KDW¶V�ZKHQ�,�NLVVHG�KHU��,W�PDGH�KHU�
VPLOH��EXW�QR�³VZHHWLH�SLH�́ �,�VDW�GRZQ�DQG�EHJDQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�P\�
OLIH�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��,�WROG�KHU�WKDW�P\�ZLIH�ZRXOG�YLVLW�QH[W�WLPH��$�OLWWOH�
hectic at home. I told her about my train ride and the writing I was 
doing about my time as a young man in the seminary. As I spoke 
KHU�H\HV�OLW�XS��6KH�KDG�WKLV�ORRN²,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�ORRN��
KRZ�WR�GHVFULEH�LW��EXW�WKLV�ORRN�RI�EULJKWQHVV�DQG�UHFRJQLWLRQ��QRW�
$O]KHLPHU¶V��6KH�IRFXVHG��ORRNHG�LQWR�P\�H\HV�
“Did Saint Salome’s burn down? 
³<HDK��0RP��D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR�QRZ�́  
³7KH�SDVWRU�ZDV�YHU\�IDW��+H�JHQXÀHFWHG�RQ�*RRG�)ULGD\�DQG�KDG�
WURXEOH�JHWWLQJ�XS�́  
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³:HOO��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ��+H�ZDV�QLFH�́  
³1R�PRUH�VHPLQDU\�́  
³1R��0RP�́  
³.RGDN�LV�JRQH�́  
³1R��0RP��EXW�WKH\�DUH�LQ�WURXEOH�́  
³'R�\RX�UHPHPEHU�\RXU�IDWKHU�ULSSLQJ�XS�P\�GUHVV"´ 
³<HV�́ �,�UHSOLHG��QRW�DW�DOO�KDSS\�WKDW�VKH�KDG�EURXJKW�WKLV�XS� 
³,W�ZDV�D�QLFH�GUHVV�́  
³:HOO��WRGD\�LV�D�QHZ�GD\�́ �,�VDLG��VKLIWLQJ�XQFRPIRUWDEO\�LQ�P\�HDV\�
chair. 
³%XW�ZH�KDG�D�SUHWW\�JRRG�WLPH�́  
³<HV��ZH�GLG��0RP�́  
³:H�KDG�D�JRRG�WLPH�́  
³<HDK�́  
6KH�ORRNHG�DW�PH�EULHÀ\�WKHQ�VDLG�ZLWKRXW�H[SUHVVLRQ��³,¶G�QHYHU�GR�LW�
DJDLQ��WKRXJK�́  
I couldn’t help but laugh. 
6KH�ORRNHG�DW�PH��SX]]OHG��³:KDW�DUH�\RX�ODXJKLQJ�DW"´ 
³1RWKLQJ�́ �,�VDLG��DV�,�NHSW�VPLOLQJ� 
³,W�WXUQHG�RXW�DOO�ULJKW�́  
³<HDK�́  
³$UH�ZH�KDSS\"´ 
³6XUH�ZH�DUH�́  
³%XW�LW�FDQ¶W�DOZD\V�EH�KDSS\��&DQ�LW"´ 
³1R�́  
³'LG�ZH�¿JKW"´ 
³1R��ZH�KDG�D�JRRG�OLIH�́  
“Some tears, sometimes WKDW�DUH�JRRG�́ �VKH�PXVHG�DV�VKH�ORRNHG�RXW�
WKH�IDNH�ZLQGRZ� 
³0RVWO\�WLPHV�WKDW�DUH�JRRG�́ �,�UHVSRQGHG� 
³0RVWO\�WLPHV�WKDW�DUH�JRRG�́ �VKH�UHSHDWHG��³,�QHYHU�VHH�KLP�́ �VKH�
added. 
³:KR"´ 
³<RXU�IDWKHU��:K\�LVQ¶W�KH�KHUH"´ 
³:HOO��KH¶V�JRQH�QRZ�́  
³,�ORYHG�KLP�́ �6KH�FULHG�D�OLWWOH��³7KDW�ZDV�P\�VLQ��/RYLQJ�\RXU�
IDWKHU�́  
³0RPP\��0RP�́  
³,�KDYH�VLQQHG��,W¶V�WRR�ODWH�WR�EH�IRUJLYHQ��7KDW¶V�ZKDW�ORYH�GRHV��
0DNHV�\RX�VLQ�́  
:H�VDW�WKHUH�IRU�D�ZKLOH�LQ�WKDW�XQUHDO�URRP��WKDW�URRP�WR�PDNH�RQH�
IHHO�DW�KRPH��FRPIRUWDEOH��DQG�VDIH��EXW�LW�ZDVQ¶W��,�KDQGHG�KHU�WKH�
Sees candy to break the spell. She took the box, looked at it, and 
SODFHG�LW�FDUHIXOO\�RQ�WKH�FKDLU�QH[W�WR�KHU� 
³,¶OO�JLYH�LW�WR�%HUQLFH��,V�%HUQLFH�KHUH"´ 
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³1R��0RP�́  
³,¶OO�KDYH�RQH��-XVW�RQH�́ �VKH�VDLG��DV�VKH�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�ER[� 
³2ND\�́ �,�VDLG��³MXVW�RQH�́  
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Maybe…
Lynn Glicklich Cohen 

7R�EUHDN�\RXU�IDVW� 
to loathe your pain, 
WR�RYHU¿OO�WKH�FR̆HH�PXJ� 
to call the handyman…
…to walk your dog, 
to harvest your kale, 
to monitor your heart rhythms, 
to curse your insomnia, 
WR�ELQJH�ZDWFK�%UHDNLQJ�%DG�IRU�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH� 
WR�SHHO�D�EXWWHUQXW�VTXDVK«
…to wish to be other than you are…
you must be at least a little 
in love with the world. 
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Birthday 
Lynn Glicklich Cohen
 
Seven generations, maybe more, 
SUHSDUHG�IRU�PH��UDNHG�FOHDU 
IDOOHQ�F\SUHVV�DQG�JLQVHQJ� 
FRQ¿VFDWHG�SURPLVHV�VR 
I would learn to endure 
DOO�WKDW�LV�EUDVK�DQG�EHDXWLIXO�
In time, nostalgia’s seductive 
KDUDQJXH�H[SLUHG�TXLHWO\� 
OHDYLQJ�D�ODQJXLG�SDLU�RI 
ÀLSSHUV�ZKRVH�RQO\ 
UHVHUYHV�ÀXWWHUHG�KRPHZDUG�
6SLHV�DQG�FKLYDOU\�ZHUH�SDUW�RI�LW� 
stonings, mandatory sentencing, 
ZDWHUIDOO�ZLWQHVVLQJ�WRR��:KR�LV�WR 
say what is deserved, having 
EHHQ�ERUQ�SHUIHFW�LQWR�D�ZRUOG 
GHVLJQDWHG�IRU�SDLQ"
,�VRPHWLPHV�GHVSLVH�P\�OLIH� 
it is one and the same as my 
worst thinking. Broadcasting, 
bread baking, sitting still in 
corners, receiving summonses, 
standing up straight, the 
JRUJHRXV�JUD\�ZDYHV�RI�ZLQWHU�
,Q�WKH�EHVW�RI�WLPHV��ZH 
are given no choice. The body 
takes its care, knowing when to 
VKXW�GRZQ�DQG�IXQQHO�SRVVLELOLWLHV 
LQWR�D�VLQJOH�HOHFWUL¿HG�VWUHDP� 
raging and dangerous.
I have learned to harness 
barriers and punt obstacles; 
P\�FRQIXVLRQ�OLHV�LQ�WKH 
DIWHUPDWK��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�SLFNHG 
by ancestral hands. Nothing 
LV�XQGHUVWRRG��(QWHU�IDLWK� 
D�FKDVP�RI�IROO\��:H�FOLQJ 
WR�WKH�DLU�DV�ZH�IDOO�
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Teleconference 
David Reuter
 
2XU�EXOERXV�IDFHV�EXUEOH�WKURXJK 
WKH�¿VKERZO�ZRUOG�RXU�VFUHHQV�DOORZ� 
We stay encased inside 
WKRVH�VTXDUHG�R̆�VSDFHV� 
drowning in our pixeled place. 
We’re close at hand, across the way, 
displayed amongst us 
on this muddled morn. 
 
7KH�VWDWLF�VWRSV�WKH�IHYHUHG�ÀRZ 
RI�WDON�LQWR�WKH�FHOOV 
ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�IRUFHG�WR�GZHOO� 
The choppy, hoppy words 
that surge on through 
DQG�VNLS�DFURVV�LQ�GLFHG�XS�VSXUWV 
FDQ�EDUHO\�SDVV�WKH�IUR]HQ�VFUHHQ��� 
where we exist behind. 
 
The more these living portraits preach 
into the shimmering, silicon void, 
the less I hear the garbled voices 
VWUDLQLQJ�KDUG�DFURVV�WKH�IUD\� 
They swim to me across the line, 
GH¿QHG�E\�KROORZ��JDSLQJ�WRQHV 
this network never lets me know 
TXLWH�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�LW�FDPH�
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Credo 
'DYLG�6XPPHU¿HOG
 
$UW�LV�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�RQH¶V�VHOI 
DV�LW�HPHUJHV�WKURXJK�GDLO\�OLYLQJ² 
DUWLVWLF�H[SUHVVLRQ�EHLQJ�WKDW�FRPSHOOLQJ�LQWXLWLYH�IRUFH 
or desire that one has to be creative, 
which comes to term in the mind as thought and emotion 
RI�D�KHLJKWHQHG�RU�HQKDQFHG�TXDOLW\� 
DQG�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�PDQLIHVW�LWVHOI 
LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DUW�REMHFWV��EXW�FRPHV�RXW 
LQ�GDLO\�OLIH�DV�SDUW�RI�D�QRUPDO�URXWLQH 
in which one’s individual and practiced attitudes 
LV�WKH�FRPPRQ�GHQRPLQDWRU�RI�KLV�OLIH 
as a true artist, or, one is an artist 
KDYLQJ�FUHDWHG�KLPVHOI�¿UVW�
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Reclaiming 
Kim Venkataraman
3XOOLQJ�ZHHGV�IURP�EHWZHHQ�VWRQHV�LQ�WKH�URFN�ZDOO�ZDV�VXUSULVLQJO\�
VDWLVI\LQJ��(YHQ�WKRXJK�KH�NQHZ�WKH�PRPHQW�KH�VWRSSHG��WKH�YLQHV�RI�
bittersweet would immediately resume their growth, spurred by the 
moist island air and summer sun. The long Maine winters were just 
D�EULHI�SDXVH�LQ�QDWXUH¶V�UHOHQWOHVV�PLVVLRQ�WR�UHFODLP�HYHU\�LQFK�RI�
WKH�LVODQG��,I�DOORZHG��HYHU\WKLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�HUDVHG��OLNH�RQ�WKH�QHDUE\�
URFN\�LVODQGV�ZKHUH�VSUXFH�WUHHV�VKDGHG�IHUQV�DQG�ORQJ�DEDQGRQHG�
cellar holes, and the tide advanced and receded witnessed only by 
VHDJXOOV��-D\�WRVVHG�WKH�EUXVK�RYHU�WKH�EDQNLQJ�DQG�ZDONHG�WRZDUG�
the house.
5HDOL]LQJ�KH�ZDV�UXQQLQJ�ODWH��KH�VKRZHUHG�TXLFNO\�DQG�ZHQW�WR�SLFN�
XS�OXQFK�EHIRUH�$QQ�0DULH�DUULYHG��+H�SDUNHG�KLV�SDUHQWV¶�ROG�-HHS�
LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�VWRUH��QR�ORQJHU�KDYLQJ�WR�EH�VHOI�FRQVFLRXV�DERXW�KLV�
%0:�ZLWK�1HZ�-HUVH\�SODWHV��$IWHU�EHLQJ�IRXU�PRQWKV�EHKLQG�RQ�WKH�
lease, he’d driven it down to the dealership in Portland and turned it 
LQ��,W�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�WLH�WR�KLV�ROG�OLIH²ZHOO��H[FHSW�IRU�$QQ�0DULH��6L[�
PRQWKV�DJR�KH¶G�KDG�D�MRE��D�FRQGR��DQG�D�OLIH�EXV\�ZLWK�IULHQGV�DQG�
WUDYHO��+H¶G�ERXJKW�DQG�GRQH�DQ\WKLQJ�KH�ZDQWHG��+H�UHDOL]HG�QRZ�
WKDW�LW�KDG�EHHQ�IXQ�EXW�XQVXVWDLQDEOH��D�IDFW�WKDW�ZDV�HDV\�WR�LJQRUH�
ZKHQ�KH¶G�KDG�SOHQW\�RI�FUHGLW�FDUGV�LQ�KLV�ZDOOHW�
6R�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�EH�GL̆HUHQW�ZKHQ�KH�ZHQW�EDFN�EXW�GL̆HUHQW�ZRXOG�
EH�JRRG��+H�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�UHDG\�WR�JHW�R̆�WKH�LVODQG�DQG�EDFN�WR�WKH�
UHDO�ZRUOG��+H�ZDVQ¶W�D�WHHQDJHU�RQ�VXPPHU�YDFDWLRQ��WKRVH�GD\V�KDG�
passed a long time ago. And being here had reminded him how small 
WKH�LVODQG�ZDV��QRW�MXVW�LQ�VL]H�EXW�LQ�URRP�WR�OLYH�\RXU�OLIH��3ULYDF\�
and anonymity didn’t exist on the island, and it was exhausting to live 
in a place where everyone knew your business, or thought they did.

* * *
The bells on the shop door clanged when he pulled it open, and the 
RZQHU�ORRNHG�RXW�IURP�WKH�EDFN�URRP��³%H�ULJKW�ZLWK�\RX�́
-D\�QRGGHG�EXW�VKH¶G�DOUHDG\�GLVDSSHDUHG��+H�ZHQW�WR�WKH�FRXQWHU�
DQG�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�VDQGZLFKHV�DUWIXOO\�VWDFNHG�RQ�ZRRGHQ�SODWWHUV�
DQG�WKH�KXJH�ERZOV�RI�YDULRXV�VDODGV��+H�FKHFNHG�KLV�ZDWFK�DJDLQ��
Ann Marie was due any minute now but she usually ran late.
³:KDW�FDQ�,�JHW�\RX"´�7KH�ZRPDQ¶V�KDLU�ZDV�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�D�UHG�
bandana, and she tucked a stray curl behind her ear.
+H�RUGHUHG�VDQGZLFKHV�DQG�D�FRQWDLQHU�RI�SRWDWR�VDODG��DQG�DV�VKH�
ZUDSSHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�XS��-D\�JODQFHG�RXWVLGH��$�FDU�VWRSSHG�WR�OHW�
VRPHRQH�FURVV�WKH�VWUHHW��DQG�WKH�GULYHU�ÀLSSHG�GRZQ�WKH�YLVRU�WR�
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look in the mirror. She touched her hair and turned her head side to 
side. She closed the mirror and started to drive away, and it was only 
WKHQ�WKDW�-D\�UHDOL]HG�LW�ZDV�$QQ�0DULH�

* * *
+LV�PRWKHU�DQG�$QQ�0DULH�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�VXQURRP�ZKHQ�KH�UHWXUQHG��
Ann Marie smiled and stood. “Darling, you never told me this place 
ZDV�VR�FKDUPLQJ�´�6KH�ZDJJHG�D�¿QJHU�DW�KLP�DV�VKH�DSSURDFKHG�LQ�
her pencil skirt and silk blouse. They reached out at the same time 
and awkwardly banged arms as they leaned toward each other, she 
IRU�D�NLVV�DQG�KH�IRU�D�KXJ��)LQDOO\�WKH\�KXJJHG�DQG�VKH�NLVVHG� 
his cheek.
³/RRN�DW�\RX�́ �VKH�VDLG��PXVVLQJ�KLV�KDLU��³\RX¶YH�JRQH�QDWLYH�RQ�PH�´
7DNLQJ�D�VWHS�EDFN��-D\�UDQ�KLV�KDQG�WKURXJK�KLV�KDLU��,W�ZDV�ORQJHU�
WKDQ�LW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�\HDUV��SUREDEO\�VLQFH�FROOHJH��+H�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�
getting used to it.
³1RWKLQJ�D�YLVLW�WR�-RVHSK¶V�ZRQ¶W�¿[�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�EDFN�́ �$QQ�0DULH�
VDLG�EULJKWO\��³%XW�DW�OHDVW�\RX�ZRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�SD\�KLP�IRU�KLJKOLJKWV�´
³<HDK�́ �-D\�VDLG��:DQWLQJ�WR�VD\�WKDW�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�GD\V�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�
D�KDLUFXW�DQG�PDVVDJH�HYHU\�ZHHN��EDFN�EHIRUH�WKLQJV�IHOO�DSDUW��KH�
never highlighted his hair.
³0P�́ �KH�¿QDOO\�VDLG��³,¶P�QRW�VXUH�,¶P�WKDW�KLS�DQ\ZD\��,¶OO�JR�JUDE�
RXU�OXQFK�́

* * *
7KH�QH[W�GD\�-D\�VXJJHVWHG�WKH\�SDFN�D�SLFQLF�IRU�OXQFK�DW�WKH�EHDFK��
EXW�$QQ�0DULH¶V�UHVSRQVH�RI��³(DW�OXQFK«RQ�WKH�VDQG"´�DQG�WKH�ZD\�
VKH�WLOWHG�KHU�KHDG�PDGH�-D\�LPPHGLDWHO\�VD\��³2U�ZH�FRXOG�JR�WR�WKH�
EHDFK�FOXE�́
$IWHU�VKH�ZHQW�IRU�D�UXQ�DQG�PDGH�D�IHZ�ZRUN�FDOOV��WKH\�OHIW�IRU�
WKH�FOXE��WDNLQJ�WKH�URDG�WKURXJK�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�LVODQG��3DVVLQJ�
WKURXJK�D�KHDYLO\�ZRRGHG�DUHD��-D\�VDZ�FDUV�VWRSSHG�LQ�WKH�URDG�
DKHDG�DQG�VORZHG�WKH�-HHS��7KH�VKHUL̆¶V�FDU��WKH�LVODQG¶V�¿UH�WUXFN�
and ambulance, and several cars were parked haphazardly across the 
URDG��-D\�VORZO\�PRYHG�FORVHU�DQG�VWRSSHG�
$�QDY\�SLFNXS�WUXFN�KDG�JRQH�R̆�WKH�URDG��0RXQWHG�LQ�WKH�EDFN�
ZDV�D�KDQG�FDUYHG�ZRRGHQ�ÀDJSROH�À\LQJ�DQ�$PHULFDQ�ÀDJ��,W�ZDV�
Randy Townsend’s truck. Randy was an old lobsterman who did 
woodworking and carving during the winter. Several people were 
VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�URDG��WDONLQJ��DQG�-D\�UHFRJQL]HG�PDQ\�RI�WKHP��
,W�VHHPHG�OLNH�QHDUO\�DOO�RI�WKH�LVODQG¶V�\HDU�URXQG�UHVLGHQWV�ZHUH�
YROXQWHHU�¿UH¿JKWHUV�RU�(07V��6RPH�VDLG�LW�VKRZHG�WKH�LVODQG¶V�VHOI�
UHOLDQFH�DQG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�QHLJKERUV�KHOSLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�RXW��EXW�
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-D\�WKRXJKW�WKDW�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKHP��LW�ZDV�D�ZD\�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
any excitement or crisis.
7KH�VKHUL̆�DSSURDFKHG�WKH�FDU��DQG�-D\�UROOHG�GRZQ�WKH�ZLQGRZ��
³+H\��-D\�́
³0LNH��ZKDW¶V�JRLQJ�RQ"´
“Car accident, single car. Late last night it looks like. Road’s gonna be 
FORVHG�IRU�D�ZKLOH��ZH¶UH�ZDLWLQJ�RQ�D�VWDWH�H[DPLQHU�́
³6KLW«´�-D\�VDLG��+H�NQHZ�WKDW�PHDQW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�IDWDOLW\��+LV�ERG\�
IHOW�DV�LI�KH�ZDV�YLEUDWLQJ��DQG�KH�WKRXJKW�KH�PLJKW�EH�VLFN�
-D\�ORRNHG�DZD\�DQG�QRWLFHG�$QQ�0DULH�ZDWFKLQJ�KLP��D�ORRN�RI�
FRQIXVLRQ�RQ�KHU�IDFH��7KHQ��LQ�WKH�QH[W�PRPHQW��KH�FRXOG�WHOO�VKH¶G�
remembered his sister’s accident.
-D\¶V�WKRXJKWV�ZHUH�D�MXPEOH��³2K�*RG��LW�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�D�GHHU�RU�
VRPHWKLQJ«SRRU�5DQG\�́
0LNH�ORRNHG�DZD\��³<HDK��ZHOO«WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�WLUH�WUDFNV�́
$IWHU�D�PRPHQW�-D\�QRGGHG��DQG�KH�ZDVQ¶W�VXUH�LI�KH�VDLG�DQ\WKLQJ�
HOVH��7KH�VKHUL̆�PRYHG�DZD\�DQG�-D\�WXUQHG�WKH�FDU�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�
road and went back the way they came.
-D\�GLGQ¶W�FRPH�RXW�RI�KLV�IRJ�XQWLO�WKH\�ZHUH�VLWWLQJ�DW�D�WDEOH�
RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�EHDFK��+H�VXGGHQO\�ORRNHG�DW�$QQ�0DULH�OLNH�KH�ZDV�
surprised to see her there.
6KH�VPLOHG��³<RX�RND\"´
+H�H[KDOHG�GHHSO\��³<HDK��,�DP��6RUU\��,�MXVW«´
³'RQ¶W�DSRORJL]H��,W�PXVW�EH�VR�KDUG�WR�EH�UHPLQGHG�RI�ZKDW�
KDSSHQHG�WR�\RXU�VLVWHU�́
³7UXH��EXW�KRQHVWO\��ZKHQ�,¶P�RQ�WKH�LVODQG��,�GRQ¶W�IHHO�OLNH�,�HYHU�
VWRS�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�)UDQNLH�DQG�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��%XW�LW¶V�QRW�MXVW�WKDW�́
7KH\�VDW�LQ�VLOHQFH�IRU�D�PRPHQW�
³:KDW�LV�LW"´�$QQ�0DULH�DVNHG�
-D\�VKRRN�KLV�KHDG��³,W¶V�WKH�VXLFLGHV�́
³:KDW"´
³7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�VR�PDQ\�IXFNLQJ�VXLFLGHV�́ �+LV�YRLFH�ZDV�ORXGHU�
DQG�DQJULHU�WKDQ�KH¶G�LQWHQGHG��³:KHQ�,�ZDV�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��RQH�RI�
P\�VDLOLQJ�LQVWUXFWRUV�KXQJ�KLPVHOI��/DVW�\HDU�RQH�RI�WKH�HOHPHQWDU\�
teachers OD’d on pills. And there have been others. Randy was the 
VHFRQG�OREVWHUPDQ�WR�NLOO�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��,�WKLQN�́
³2K��*RG«´�$QQ�0DULH�VDLG�TXLHWO\�
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-D\�MXVW�QRGGHG�
6KH�UHDFKHG�RXW�DQG�WRRN�KLV�KDQG��³*RG��WKLV�SODFH«LW¶V�FXUVHG�́
-D\�UHPRYHG�KLV�KDQG�IURP�KHUV��+LV�LPPHGLDWH�UHDFWLRQ�ZDV�WR�
GLVDJUHH��WR�GHIHQG�WKH�SODFH�KH¶G�VSHQW�SDUW�RI�HYHU\�\HDU�VLQFH�KH�
ZDV�ERUQ��WKH�SODFH�FORVHVW�WR�ZKDW�KH�LPDJLQHG�³KRPH´�WR�EH��%XW�
maybe she was right. The island and loss were intertwined and 
always would be.
$QQ�0DULH�WXUQHG�WR�IDFH�KLP��³-D\��\RX�QHHG�WR�EH�ULG�RI�WKLV�SODFH��
<RX�QHHG�WR�JHW�EDFN�WR�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��\RXU�UHDO�OLIH��,¶P�VR�JODG�
\RX¶UH�FRPLQJ�EDFN��\RX¶YH�EHHQ�DZD\�WRR�ORQJ�́ �6KH�OHDQHG�LQ�DQG�
kissed him.
+H�ORRNHG�DW�KHU�DQG�QRGGHG��³<RX¶UH�DEVROXWHO\�ULJKW�́ �+HVLWDWHG�
EHIRUH�DGGLQJ��³,W¶V�MXVW�ZHLUG�WR�NQRZ�,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�P\�ROG�OLIH�WR�JR�
back to, and I have no clue what I’m going to do next. I don’t even 
KDYH�DQ\�LQWHUYLHZV�OLQHG�XS�́
³6R�ZKDW"�<RX�ZLOO�́
³$QG�DOO�RI�P\�VHFXULWLHV�OLFHQVHV�DUH�JRQH�́
³6FUHZ�\RXU�VHFXULWLHV�OLFHQVHV��<RX�ZHUH�VLFN�RI�\RXU�MRE��DQG�QRZ�
you have a chance to do something new. Like I told you, my brother 
VDLG�KH¶G�KLUH�\RX�LQ�D�PLQXWH²\RX¶G�EH�JUHDW�DW�UHQWLQJ�ṘFH�VSDFH��
%XW�LI�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�GR�WKDW��WKHUH¶V�D�PLOOLRQ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�\RX�FDQ�
do.
³+H\��,�NQRZ�WKLQJV�ZLOO�EH�GL̆HUHQW�́ �VKH�VDLG�VRIWO\��VTXHH]LQJ�KLV�
hand. “But sometimes a new start can be the best thing. You’ll stay 
ZLWK�PH�XQWLO�\RX�JHW�EDFN�RQ�\RXU�IHHW�DQG�JHW�\RXU�RZQ�SODFH��2U�
ZKR�NQRZV��PD\EH�ZH¶OO�OLNH�OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU«´
She reached out and pulled him close, wrapping her arms around his 
QHFN��³,�EHOLHYH�LQ�\RX��<RX�MXVW�KDYH�WR�WRR�́
+H�VPLOHG�DQG�OHDQHG�LQ�WR�NLVV�KHU��³7KDQN�\RX��2I�FRXUVH��\RX¶UH�
ULJKW��,¶OO�¿QLVK�SDFNLQJ�WRQLJKW�́
7KDW�QLJKW�EHIRUH�KH�IHOO�DVOHHS��KH�UHDOL]HG�KH�IHOW�FDOPHU�WKDQ�KH�
KDG�LQ�D�ORQJ�WLPH��$QG�KH�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�KH¶G�¿QDOO\�PDGH�XS�
his mind. Not that he hadn’t known since he came back to the island 
WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�WHPSRUDU\�YLVLW²ZKDW�ZDV�KH�JRLQJ�WR�GR��OLYH�ZLWK�KLV�
mother and help her with yardwork? No, leaving was inevitable and 
KH�WRRN�FRPIRUW�LQ�NQRZLQJ�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�EDFN�WR�D�ZRUOG�KH�NQHZ��
and knew how to live in.

* * *
³-HVXV��ZKDW�D�ZUHFN�́ �$QQ�0DULH�VDLG��VWRSSLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKH�¿HOG��6KH¶G�EHHQ�VWHSSLQJ�FDUHIXOO\�WKURXJK�WKH�JUDVV�OLNH�LW�
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ZDV�D�PLQH¿HOG��-D\�ORRNHG�DW�KHU�ZLWK�VXUSULVH��,W�ZDV�WUXH�WKDW�
HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�RYHUJURZQ��DQG�WKH�URRI�RI�WKH�ROG�FRWWDJH�ZDV�LQ�
EDG�VKDSH��EXW�WKH�JHQWOH�VORSH�RI�WKH�ODQG�GRZQ�WR�WKH�VPDOO�KDUERU�
DQG�WKH�YLHZ�RI�WKH�LVODQGV�EH\RQG�ZDV�RQH�RI��LI�QRW�WKH�EHVW�RQ�WKH�
island.
-D\�FRQWLQXHG�ZDONLQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�ZDWHU��DQG�DIWHU�D�PRPHQW�$QQ�
0DULH�IROORZHG��7KHUH�ZHUH�VHYHUDO�VPDOO�EXLOGLQJV�VSUHDG�DURXQG�
WKH�SURSHUW\�LQ�YDU\LQJ�VWDWHV�RI�FROODSVH��PRVW�FRYHUHG�LQ�YLQHV��
$QRWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�LVODQG�UHFODLPLQJ�LWVHOI��-D\�WKRXJKW��$QQ�
0DULH�MRLQHG�KLP�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�VDQG\�EDQNLQJ��7KH�EDQNLQJ�
VKRZHG�VLJQV�RI�HURVLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�EH�VKRUHG�XS��/RVW�LQ�
WKRXJKW��-D\�GLGQ¶W�UHDOL]H�DW�¿UVW�WKDW�$QQ�0DULH�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ��
³6RUU\��ZKDW"´
³:K\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�GLG�\RXU�SDUHQWV�EX\�WKLV�SODFH"´
-D\�ZDWFKHG�D�VDLOERDW�SDVV�LQ�IURQW�RI�6SDU�,VODQG��³7KH\�ZDQWHG�D�
VPDOOHU�KRXVH�IRU�WKHP�VR�)UDQNLH�DQG�,�FRXOG�VKDUH�WKH�ELJ�KRXVH�
ZKHQ�ZH�KDG�IDPLOLHV�́
-D\�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�KRZ�KDUG�KH�KDG�WR�¿JKW�WR�NHHS�IURP�FU\LQJ�
$QQ�0DULH�WRRN�KLV�KDQG�DQG�VTXHH]HG��³:HOO��\RXU�PRP�VKRXOG�VHOO�
LW��,¶P�VXUH�VRPHRQH�ZRXOG�EX\�LW�EXW�*RG�KHOS�WKHP�́
³<HDK��WKH�SODQ�LV�WR�GR�VRPH�EDVLF�ZRUN�RQ�LW�DQG�OLVW�LW�IRU�VDOH��
$OWKRXJK�LI�VRPHRQH�KDG�WKH�WLPH�DQG�HYHQ�D�OLWWOH�PRQH\��LW�FRXOG�EH�
SUHWW\�DPD]LQJ«´
Ann Marie’s laugh interrupted him. “Oh, wait. You were serious? 
2K��*RG��,�WKRXJKW�\RX�ZHUH�MRNLQJ��7KH�KRXVH�LV�SUDFWLFDOO\�IDOOLQJ�
GRZQ��DQG�LW�ZRXOG�WDNH�\HDUV�WR�PDNH�LW�HYHQ�OLYDEOH�´
³<HDK��\RX¶UH�SUREDEO\�ULJKW�́ �-D\�VDLG�DV�WKH\�WXUQHG�WR�OHDYH�

* * *
7KH\�DUULYHG�KRPH�WR�¿QG�-D\¶V�PRWKHU�DQG�KHU�IULHQG�*ODGG\�VLWWLQJ�
in the sunroom.
³,V�LW�ZLQH�R¶FORFN"´�-D\�DVNHG�ZLWK�D�VPLOH��EHQGLQJ�GRZQ�WR�NLVV�
Gladdy’s cheek.
³,VQ¶W�LW�DOZD\V"´�VKH�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�D�ODXJK�
³*ODGG\��,¶G�OLNH�\RX�WR�PHHW�$QQ�0DULH�́
³,W¶V�VR�QLFH�WR�PHHW�\RX�́ �$QQ�0DULH�VDLG��³-D\�KDV�DOZD\V�VDLG�\RX¶UH�
RQH�RI�KLV�IDYRULWH�SHRSOH�́
³,W¶V�PXWXDO��P\�GHDU�́ �*ODGG\�VDLG��KROGLQJ�RXW�D�WUHPEOLQJ�DUP�WR�
JUDVS�$QQ�0DULH¶V�KDQG��³,�FDQ�VHH��-D\��ZK\�\RX¶UH�DQ[LRXV�WR�JHW�
EDFN�WR�1HZ�<RUN�́ �VKH�DGGHG�ZLWK�DQ�H[DJJHUDWHG�ZLQN�
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-D\¶V�PRWKHU�VWRRG�DQG�SRXUHG�WZR�PRUH�JODVVHV�RI�ZKLWH�ZLQH��³-RLQ�
XV�IRU�D�ELW"�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�UXQ�*ODGG\�KRPH�LQ�D�KDOI�KRXU�́
³$UHQ¶W�,�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�D�FKDX̆HXU"´�*ODGG\�VDLG��³,I�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�
JHW�ROG�DQG�IUDLO��,�VXJJHVW�KDYLQJ�D�IULHQG�OLNH�-HDQ�DW�\RXU�VLGH�́
6HWWOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZLFNHU�FKDLUV��-HDQ�VDLG��³,�ZDV�MXVW�WHOOLQJ�*ODGG\�
about the contractors I’ve lined up to talk to about the cottage. One 
RI�WKHP�FDQFHOOHG�RQ�PH�WZLFH�DOUHDG\��EXW�KRSHIXOO\�WKH\¶OO�ERWK�
FRPH�WRPRUURZ�EHIRUH�,�KDYH�WR�OHDYH�IRU�P\�GRFWRU¶V�DSSRLQWPHQW�́
³:DQW�PH�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�WKHP"´�-D\�DVNHG��³,¶G�EH�KDSS\�WR�́
³5HDOO\"�7KDW�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDW��KRQH\�́ �KLV�PRWKHU�VDLG��³<RX�NQRZ�
PRUH�DERXW�ZKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�GR�ZLWK�WKH�FRWWDJH�WKDQ�,�GR�́
+H�ORRNHG�DW�$QQ�0DULH��³,�NQRZ�ZH¶G�WDONHG�DERXW�PD\EH�KHDGLQJ�
out tomorrow, but we could push it until Saturday morning, couldn’t 
ZH"´
-D\�ZDWFKHG�KHU�IRUFH�D�VPLOH��³2I�FRXUVH��QR�SUREOHP�́
³:HOO��LQ�WKDW�FDVH��-D\��ZRXOG�\RX�PLQG�WDNLQJ�DQ�ROG�ODG\�WR�5DQG\¶V�
ZDNH�WRPRUURZ�DIWHUQRRQ"´�*ODGG\�DVNHG��³$V�ORQJ�DV�\RX¶UH�QRW�VWLOO�
WLHG�XS�DW�WKH�FRWWDJH��,�DOZD\V�FRQVLGHUHG�KLV�ZLIH��/LQGD��D�IULHQG��
DQG�KH�ZDV�VR�NLQG�DIWHU�6WHSKHQ�SDVVHG�́
³$EVROXWHO\��)RU�\RX��DQ\WKLQJ�́ �-D\�NLVVHG�KHU�FKHHN�DV�KH�VWRRG�WR�
UH¿OO�WKHLU�ZLQH�JODVVHV�

* * *
³:HOO��WKH�JUHHQKRXVH�LV�WRDVW�́ �7KH�FRQWUDFWRU�SDXVHG�DV�KH�DQG�-D\�
walked toward the cottage. “But the barn might be salvageable, and 
WKH�FRWWDJH�KDV�JUHDW�SRWHQWLDO�́
-D\�ZDWFKHG�KLP�WDNH�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��7KDQN�*RG��-D\�WKRXJKW�ZLWK�
UHOLHI��$IWHU�WKH�ODVW�PHHWLQJ�KH¶G�EHHQ�UHDG\�WR�JLYH�XS�KRSH��7KH�
¿UVW�EXLOGHU�KDG�VKRZQ�XS�WZHQW\�PLQXWHV�ODWH�DQG�EHIRUH�KH¶G�HYHQ�
ORRNHG�DURXQG�VDLG��³7HDUGRZQ�IRU�VXUH��<RX�FRXOG�HDVLO\�JHW�D�IRXU��
WR�¿YH�WKRXVDQG�VTXDUH�IRRW�KRXVH�RQ�WKLV�ORW��7KH�GRFN��WKH�ZHOO��
ODQGVFDSLQJ��DQG�D�IHZ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�EH�RXWVLGH�WKH�VFRSH�́
+H�QRGGHG�VHULRXVO\�DV�KH�VFDQQHG�WKH�\DUG��³'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�
¿QLVKHV��\RX�FRXOG�JHW�LW�GRQH�VRPHZKHUH�DURXQG�WKUHH�KXQGUHG�WR�
¿YH�KXQGUHG�GROODUV�SHU�VTXDUH�IRRW�́
-D\�WXUQHG�WR�ORRN�RXW�DW�WKH�ZDWHU��7KLV�JX\�KDG�EHHQ�WKHUH�IRU�DOO�RI�
two minutes and hadn’t even looked at the house. Doing the math, 
-D\�UHDOL]HG�KH�ZDV�VD\LQJ�LW�ZRXOG�EH������PLOOLRQ�DW�D�PLQLPXP��
possibly more than double that.
-D\�WRRN�D�EUHDWK��³7KDW¶V�QRW�UHDOO\�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�ZH��P\�PRWKHU��
is thinking about going. The plan was to do some work so it could 
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EH�SXW�RQ�WKH�PDUNHW��1HZ�ZLQGRZV��LQVXODWLRQ��D�IXQFWLRQLQJ�
NLWFKHQ«´
%HIRUH�-D\�KDG�HYHQ�¿QLVKHG�VSHDNLQJ��WKH�EXLOGHU�ZDV�VKDNLQJ�KLV�
head. “No, there’s no
XSVLGH�LQ�WKDW�́ �$QG�-D\¶V�LPPHGLDWH�WKRXJKW�ZDV��)RU�ZKRP"
³1RSH��7HDUGRZQ¶V�WKH�RQO\�RSWLRQ�KHUH��,I�\RX¶UH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG��OHW�PH�NQRZ�́
%ULQJLQJ�KLPVHOI�EDFN�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��-D\�UHDOL]HG�WKH�VHFRQG�EXLOGHU�
was talking about enlarging the windows. “And how great would 
)UHQFK�GRRUV�EH�R̆�WKH�PDLQ�URRP�ZLWK�D�VWRQH�SDWLR�KHUH�́ �KH�VWXFN�
KLV�DUP�RXW��³ZLWK�WKLV�YLHZ"´
-D\�QRGGHG��³<HDK��H[DFWO\�́
7KH\�ZDONHG�WKURXJK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�KRXVH�DQG�WKH�EDUQ��DQG�ZKHQ�
WKH\�¿QDOO\�ZUDSSHG�XS��WKH\¶G�EHHQ�WDONLQJ�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ�KRXU�
³,W¶V�D�VSHFLDO�VSRW�́ �WKH�EXLOGHU�VDLG�VHULRXVO\�
³,W�LV�́ �-D\�DJUHHG�
“As I’m sure you know, timing is the issue. We do great work but with 
RXU�EDFNORJ��ZH�ZRXOGQ¶W�EH�DEOH�WR�VWDUW�XQWLO�IDOO�RI�QH[W�\HDU�DW�WKH�
earliest. And I have to be honest, there’s a good chance it wouldn’t be 
XQWLO�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VSULQJ�́
³<RX¶UH�VD\LQJ�\RX�SUREDEO\�FRXOGQ¶W�VWDUW�IRU�D�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI"´
+H�QRGGHG��³<HDK��DQG�\RX¶UH�ORRNLQJ�DW�VRPH�VHULRXV�PRQH\�KHUH�́
³%DOOSDUNLQJ�LW"´�-D\�DVNHG��³,�NQRZ�ZH�GLGQ¶W�JHW�LQWR�D�ORW�RI�GHWDLO��
EXW�ZKDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�ZH¶G�QHHG�WR�VSHQG"´
The builder sighed heavily. “To be completely honest, business is 
good and everyone, including some people who shouldn’t, are doing 
UHQRYDWLRQV��3ULFHV�DUH�VN\�KLJK��%XW�WR�GR�LW�ULJKW�ZLWKRXW�JRLQJ�
RYHUERDUG��\RX¶UH�WDONLQJ�DURXQG�WKUHH�KXQGUHG�.��DQG�LW�FRXOG�
HDVLO\�JR�XS�́
$IWHU�KH�OHIW��-D\�ZDONHG�WKURXJK�WKH�KRXVH�DJDLQ�DQG�WKHQ�DFURVV�
the lawn to the rocky beach. With his hands in his pockets, he stared 
RYHU�WKH�ULSSOLQJ��GDUN�EOXH�ZDWHU��ORVW�LQ�WKRXJKW��+H�FRXOGQ¶W�VWRS�
WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FRWWDJH�GHVHUYHG�WR�EH�EURXJKW�EDFN�WR�OLIH��%XW�DV�
he’d learned a long time ago, just because something should happen 
didn’t mean it would.

* * *
³7KDQN�\RX�DJDLQ��-D\��5DQG\�ZDV�VXFK�D�QLFH�PDQ��+H�DGRUHG�KLV�
VZHHW�/LQGD��DQG�,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�KH�HYHU�JRW�RYHU�ORVLQJ�KHU�́ �*ODGG\�
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VWDUHG�RXW�WKH�SDVVHQJHU�ZLQGRZ�DV�-D\�SXOOHG�RXW�RI�WKH�IXQHUDO�
home parking lot.
-D\�UHDFKHG�RXW�DQG�VTXHH]HG�KHU�KDQG��³,�UHPHPEHU�RQH�GD\�ZKHQ�
,�ZDV�OLWWOH�DQG�¿VKLQJ�RQ�WKH�VWRQH�SLHU��5DQG\�JDYH�PH�D�VTXLG�WR�
use as bait when he was heading out in his lobster boat. I caught 
WKH�ELJJHVW�VWULSHU�RI�P\�OLIH�ZLWK�LW�́ �-D\�ODXJKHG��³,�NHSW�WKDW�¿VK�
IRU�WZR�GD\V��LQVLVWLQJ�,�KDG�WR�VKRZ�LW�WR�KLP��DQG�E\�WKHQ�LW�ZDV�
DEVROXWHO\�UHHNLQJ�́ �7KH\�ERWK�ODXJKHG�
³,VQ¶W�LW�IXQQ\�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�VWLFN�RXW�LQ�\RXU�PLQG"´�*ODGG\�
FRPPHQWHG��DQG�-D\�ZDWFKHG�RXW�RI�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�KLV�H\H�DV�VKH�WULHG�
to control her shaking hand to lower the window.
-D\�QRGGHG��³<HDK��,�GR�IHHO�OLNH�PRVW�RI�WKH�PHPRULHV�RI�P\�OLIH�DUH�
IURP�WKH�LVODQG��7KH\¶UH�QRW�DOO�JRRG�EXW�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�WKH�SODFH�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�WKDW�LV�PRVW�WKH�SDUW�RI�PH�́
³7KDW�PDNHV�VHQVH��LW¶V�D�XQLTXH�SODFH��$QG�\RXU�IDPLO\�KDV�D�ORQJ�
FRQQHFWLRQ�KHUH��ERWK�JRRG�DQG�EDG�́
³%XW�LW¶V�QRW�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG�́
³+D��:KDW�WKH�KHOO�LV�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG"´�%HIRUH�-D\�FRXOG�DQVZHU�VKH�
DGGHG��³<RXU�OLIH�ZLOO�XQIROG�ZKHUHYHU�\RX�DUH��ZKDW�\RX�PDNH�RI�LW�LV�
up to you. Where you live can matter, but it
GRHVQ¶W�GHWHUPLQH�QHDUO\�DV�PXFK�DV�\RX¶G�WKLQN�́
Finally, as they were pulling in the driveway, she added, “You can be 
ZKR�\RX�ZDQW��ZKHUHYHU�\RX�DUH�́

* * *
7KH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�-D\�FDUULHG�WKH�VXLWFDVHV�GRZQVWDLUV�DQG�SODFHG�
WKHP�LQ�WKH�WUXQN�RI�WKH�FDU��+H�EHJDQ�WR�DVN�LI�$QQ�0DULH�ZDV�VXUH�
she had her phone and charger but remembered he already asked. 
³<RX¶UH�VXUH�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�D�ERWWOH�RI�ZDWHU"�2U�PD\EH�D�SURWHLQ�
EDU"�,W¶V�D�ORQJ�GULYH«´
She shook her head.
+LV�PRWKHU�VWRRG�QH[W�WR�KLP�LQ�WKH�GULYHZD\�DQG�VKH�KXJJHG�$QQ�
Marie. Then Ann Marie got in the car, and his mother put her arm 
DURXQG�-D\¶V�VKRXOGHU�DV�WKH\�ZDWFKHG�WKH�FDU�SXOO�DZD\�
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Spoiling for Liberty 
Christopher Barnes
 
Relics beyond walls. 
Unlearn they existed. 
0RE�RI�WKH�GRFLOH�

I honour tight spots. 
Fingers rumble on birch; 
/DFNH\�KDZN�H\HV���XWWHU�PDOLFH�

Prowling beams leave no void. 
Greasepaint drips.

(after Riot Days by Maria Alyokchina, Pussy Riot)
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Fall in New York
Celia Meade

It’s
Fall
in

New
York.

Everyone has pumpkins on their doorsteps and stretch class had
spooky Halloween music. Sometimes I check the weather in
Hawaii just to torture myself and see that it’s 80° F almost
every day, but: Oh, the sweet smell of leaf mold, kicking

through drifts of wet leaves, talk of pumpkin spice,
ZDWHUSURRI�IRRWZHDU�¿VKHG�RXW�IURP�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�FORVHW�

toying with scarves and the unending quest for a knit hat that looks
good. Chrysanthemums. The wind that blew my hair across my face,

so I tripped on a tree root and fell on my face; so I lost a gold crown. Dreams of
VKHSKHUG¶V�SLH��+RW�FKRFRODWH��&DQGOHV��+DOORZHHQ�ERQ¿UHV�,�KDYH�VWRRG�EHIRUH��7KH�

impossibility of snow. Skating. Worrying about breaking a hip on ice. Wondering where that 
extra blanket went to. Boots. Fisherman sweaters. Watching Agatha Christie murder mysteries
 while branches tap on the windows. The black night of the evening. Dusk; walking home to a 

night of stew and red wine. The never-ending knitting project stuffed in a coffee table
drawer. Fondue. Yodeling on the ski hill. A deer and her fawn bounding across the

road and into snowdrifts on the other side. V’s of geese overhead. The lingering dark
of a cold autumn night. Long evenings, so that we light a candle in the front window, so we

can see all the candles
in windows as

we make
our way
home,
us in

N
Y
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Aspects of Lonely in Sault Ste. Marie 
Ken Meisel 

Somebody could get lonely way up here 
LQ�WKH�¿QJHUQDLO�RI�0LFKLJDQ�±�WKH�83�±

where the SOO locks open two big arms 
IRU�VKLSV�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�WR�HOVHZKHUH�

³-XVW�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�́ �LV�ZKDW�VKH�ZKLVSHUHG 
WR�PH�RQH�QLJKW��IRUW\�RGG�\HDUV�DJR

when I visited her on a sales call 
IRU�VRPH�KLGGHQ��DOLHQ�SDUW�RI�PH

,�FDQ¶W�UHFDOO�RU�FRQIHVV�WR�\RX�QRZ� 
She stood there, in her old sandals,

outside the Alpha Bar, circa 1920. 
+HU�IDFH��WKH�VKDGH�RI�D�IDOVH�OLO\

RI�WKH�YDOOH\�	�KHU�VPLOH��FURRNHG� 
OLNH�D�URZ�RI�VSLOOHG�EDU�QXWV�

I’m not saying she wasn’t pretty. 
-XVW�D�OLWWOH�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�WKH�RWKHU

VLGH�RI�KDUGVKLS�ZKLFK��VKH�H[SODLQHG 
WR�PH��ZDV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WRR�PXFK

Psychedelic music & slack dope. 
³/RYH¶V�IUDXGXOHQW��LW¶V�D�NQRW�RI�PDGQHVV´

is what she said as we stood there, 
ZDWFKLQJ�D�ELJ�VKLS�KHDYH�LWVHOI

WKURXJK�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�ORFNV� 
Under the SOO Theater two kids

kissed & lit up smokes in the clipped 
autumn air &, at the Savoy Bar,

WZR�GUXQNV�WXPEOHG�RXW�RI�LW��¿JKWLQJ� 
	�HQGHG�XS�KXJJLQJ�DIWHUZDUGV

IRU�D�JRRG�EDU�EUDZO�	�D�VPRNH� 
I’m not saying that’s sane. It’s just
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Autumn’s catastrophe releasing 
Nirvana. Meanwhile, at the Alpha Bar

P\�ZRPDQ�IULHQG�GXQNHG�KHUVHOI�LQ�DQ 
D̆RUGDEOH�ERWWOH�RI�%XUQHWW¶V�9RGND

& at the Motel Seven Seas, a couple 
IHOO�RYHU�RQH�DQRWKHU�DV�WKH\�GUDSHG�HDFK

RWKHU�LQ�ROG�EODQNHWV�WR�IRUWLI\�ZDUPWK� 
	�P\�ZRPDQ�IULHQG�GXJ�LQ�KHU�SXUVH

IRU�D�VPRNH��LW�ZDV�LQ�KHU�PDNHXS�NLW� 
& she said, “the 70’s were a long waste

IRU�PH�±�DOO�WKH\�GLG�ZDV�LQLWLDWH�PH 
LQWR�D�P\VWHU\�,�KDYHQ¶W�HYHU�FRPH�RXW�RI�±´

	�WKHQ�VKH�FRQIHVVHG�WR�PH�WKDW 
she’d once OD’d in the Ojibway Motel

RQ�6SUXFH�6WUHHW��	�WKH�ODVW�IXOO 
VRQJ�VKH�KHDUG�EHIRUH�VKH�GULIWHG

LQWR�D�SDUDGLVH�KD]H�PDGH�RI�VLON�	�SODVWLF 
& honeymoon music on some island,

ZDV�6WDLUZD\�WR�+HDYHQ��³%XW�WKHUH¶V 
QR�+HDYHQ�KHUH�́ �VKH�VDLG��³-XVW�JOLPSVHV

RI�UDSWXUH�±�OLNH�D�FDPS¿UH�WKDW�ÀDUHV�XS 
	�EXUQV�RXW�	�WKDW¶V�LW�́ �,�WROG�KHU�.HURXDF�

WKDW�ÀDPH�WKURZHU��ZRXOG�OLNH�WKLV� 
EXW�VKH�GLGQ¶W�KHDU�PH��6KH�ZDV�GULIWLQJ�

Said to me: “The dreamer dreams symbols, 
	�WKH�UHVW�RI�D�OLIH�DQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ

RI�WKHP�́ �:H�VSHQW�WKH�QLJKW�WRJHWKHU� 
but we didn’t have sex. Later, next

morning, we had glazed donuts & 
FR̆HH�DW�WKH�6XJDU�'DGG\�%DNHU\�

& something about that made her 
VPLOH�D�VPLOH�,�FRXOGQ¶W�TXLWH�UHYLVH�
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Boundaries 
Kathleen Glassburn 
My older sister Gloria calls this evening. I have a brunch planned 
IRU�MXVW�WKH�WZR�RI�XV�WRPRUURZ��6KH�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�6HDWWOH�IURP�6DQ�
)UDQFLVFR�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�GD\V��7KLV�LV�KHU�WRNHQ�DQQXDO�YLVLW�WR�RXU�
ZLGRZHG�PRWKHU��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��WKLV�WULS��WR�VHH�P\�
sister. I would have liked this to happen sooner, but I am glad about 
WKH�EULHI�UHVSLWH�IURP�0RP� 
$IWHU�JRLQJ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�RQ�WKH�WLPH�IRU�RXU�EUXQFK��,�VD\��³&DQ�ZH�
SOHDVH�GLVFXVV�0RP¶V�SUREOHPV"´ 
³:KDW�SUREOHPV"´�*ORULD�VD\V��IROORZHG�E\�D�UXVKHG��³/DWHU��5DFKHO��
*RWWD�JR��&DO¶V�UHDG\�IRU�ZLQH�́  
6R�PXFK�IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�EHIRUHKDQG�

*  *  *
$V�*ORULD�ZDONV�LQ�WKH�GRRU�WR�P\�RQH�KXQGUHG�\HDU�ROG�'XWFK�
&RORQLDO�DQG�KHDGV�IRU�WKH�NLWFKHQ��VKH�H[DPLQHV�HYHU\�FRUQHU��
0\�ODFN�RI�GHFRUDWLQJ�VHQVH��RU�DW�OHDVW�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�KHUV��
DPD]HV�*ORULD��,�FDQ�WHOO�E\�WKH�ZD\�KHU�H\HV�VTXLQW�WKDW�VKH�¿QGV�
QHHGOHSRLQW�FRYHUHG�SLOORZV�RQ�P\�VRID�SDUWLFXODUO\�XQDSSHDOLQJ��
+HU�FRQGR��E\�FRQWUDVW��WDNHV�PLQLPDOLVP�GRZQ�WR�D�QHZ�OHYHO��,�OLNH�
KRZ�LW�DOZD\V�ORRNV�VSDUNOLQJ�FOHDQ��EXW�LW�DOVR�KDV�OLWWOH�RI�D�SHUVRQDO�
nature. 
*ORULD�VLWV�GRZQ�DW�WKH�WDEOH�DQG�VKLIWV�KHU�IRFXV�WR�PH��6FDQQLQJ�P\�
IDFH��VKH�VWRSV�DW�P\�IRUHKHDG��QRVH��MDZ��DQG�FKLQ�
8QFRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�WKLV�VFUXWLQ\��,�NHHS�RQ�VWDQGLQJ�GHVSLWH�
everything being ready to serve. With hands clenched behind my 
EDFN��P\�¿QJHUQDLOV�GLJ�LQWR�P\�SDOPV� 
7KH�IRRG¶V�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�FROG��VR�,�VLW�GRZQ�DQG�SDVV�*ORULD�DQ�RPHOHW� 
³<RX�XVHG�WR�ORRN�VR�PXFK�OLNH�0RP�́ �*ORULD�SLFNV�DW�D�GRJ�KDLU�RQ�
KHU�UHG�FDVKPHUH�VZHDWHU��³+RZ�FDQ�\RX�VWDQG�DOO�WKHVH�DQLPDOV"´ 
,�VKUXJ��:H�KDYH�WKUHH�PXWWV�RI�YDULRXV�DJHV�DQG�VL]HV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
D�FRXSOH�RI�VWUD\�FDWV��,W¶G�GR�KHU�JRRG�WR�KDYH�PRUH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��
³'RQ¶W�,�ORRN�OLNH�KHU�DQ\PRUH"´ 
³1RW�DW�DOO�́ �*ORULD��ZKRVH�OLJKW�EORQGH�KDLU�DQG�VWXUG\�EXLOG�FDPH�
IURP�RXU�IDWKHU��VD\V�PDWWHU�RI�IDFWO\��³0RP¶V�IDOOHQ�LQWR�ROG�DJH�́  
³:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN«"´ 
³'DG¶V�GHDWK�́  
³7KDW�ZDV�WHQ�\HDUV�DJR��,W�PXVW�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�́  
³,VQ¶W�WKDW�HQRXJK"´ 
,�GRQ¶W�DQVZHU��ZLVKLQJ�VKH¶G�DJUHH�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�LVVXHV�WR�VROYH²
mainly Mom’s drinking.My thoughts turn back to appearances. 
,�GR�ORRN�OLNH�RXU�PRWKHU¶V�\RXQJHU�VHOI��ZLWK�GDUN��DOPRVW�EODFN�
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KDLU��OLJKW�EOXH�H\HV��DQG�IDLU�VNLQ��2Q�PH�WKHVH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DUH�
FDOP�DQG�XQGHUVWDWHG��0RP�XVHG�WR�EH�FDOOHG�³VWXQQLQJ�́ �'DG¶V�
6FDQGLQDYLDQ�JHQHV�PHOORZHG�P\�IHDWXUHV��DQG�KLV�VWRLF�SHUVRQDOLW\�
subdued my disposition. 
³:H�KDG�D�IDQWDVWLF�WULS�WR�/RQGRQ�DQG�3DULV��&DQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�JR�DJDLQ�́ �
*ORULD�FKDQJHV�WR�KHU�IDYRULWH�VXEMHFW²ZKHUH�WKH\¶YH�EHHQ��ZKHUH�
they’re going. 
:LWKRXW�EHLQJ�DVNHG��,�VD\��³3DXO�DQG�,�DQG�WKH�NLGV�DQG��RI�FRXUVH��
WKH�GRJV�DUH�R̆�WR�WKH�EHDFK�VRRQ�́ �:H�KDYH�WZLQ�DGROHVFHQW�ER\V�
DQG�D�WHQ�\HDU�ROG�JLUO��'DG�OHIW�NH\V�IRU�WKH�&DPDQR�,VODQG�FRWWDJH�
to me because Gloria and Mom have no interest in the place. 
³,�SODQQHG�RQ�EX\LQJ�D�WULS�WR�7DKLWL�DW�WKH�V\PSKRQ\�DXFWLRQ�́ �
*ORULD�VNLSV�RQ�WR�KHU�RZQ�OLIH��³6RPHRQH�RXWELG�PH�́ �:LWK�QR�
children, she and Cal travel somewhere exciting every month or so. 
:K\�FDQ¶W�VKH�FRPH�KHUH�PRUH�RIWHQ"�,�SXVK�IUXLW�VDODG�DURXQG�RQ�
my plate. 
6KH�DOZD\V�VD\V�WKDW�KHU�FKDULW\�ZRUN�OHDYHV�SOHQW\�RI�WLPH�IRU�WKHVH�
WULSV��'RHVQ¶W�FKDULW\�EHJLQ�DW�KRPH"�:LWK�\RXU�IDPLO\" 
7LUHG�RI�KHU�WULS�WDONV��,�JHW�XS�DQG�VFUDSH�RXU�SODWHV��7XUQLQJ�RQ�WKH�
disposal, I appreciate the grinding that drowns out Gloria’s voice. 
When I sit back down, I say, “Mom did have that setback in her 
FDUHHU�SODQV��0D\EH�WKDW¶V�ZK\�VKH�VHHPV�VR�ORVW�́  
³7KDW�ZDV�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�́
0RP�RIWHQ�VD\V��³6FROLRVLV�FDXVHG�P\�ELJJHVW�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�́ �+HU�
GDQFH�FDUHHU�ZLWK�WKH�3DFL¿F�1RUWKZHVW�%DOOHW�HQGHG�EHIRUH�VKH�
UHDFKHG�WZHQW\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKLV��VKH�VWLOO�VWXGLHV�KHU�UHÀHFWLRQ�
LQ�D�PDJQLI\LQJ�PLUURU�HYHU\�GD\��ODPHQWLQJ��³,�QHYHU�XVHG�WR�KDYH�
WKHVH�ZULQNOHV�DURXQG�P\�H\HV�́ �+HU�VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQV��EHIRUH�'DG¶V�
GHDWK��GHSHQGHG�HQWLUHO\�XSRQ�KLP��³7KDQN�JRRGQHVV�\RXU�IDWKHU�
GRHV�VR�PXFK�WDONLQJ�́ �VKH¶G�VD\��³,�RQO\�KDYH�WR�WDJ�DORQJ�́ �6LQFH�KH�
passed, she rarely goes anywhere or has anyone in. Back in the days 
when Mom still cooked, 
she would moan, “Everything I make comes out either burnt or 
XQGHUGRQH�́  
'DG�XVHG�WR�VD\��³,W¶V�¿QH��(DVH�XS�RQ�\RXUVHOI�́

*  *  *
An hour into Gloria’s visit, the only relevant thing we’ve talked about 
LV�RXU�IDWKHU¶V�DEVHQFH��'XULQJ�D�URXWLQH�SK\VLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ��KH�
succumbed to a surprise heart attack. No previous symptoms. 
,�VTXHH]H�P\�H\HV�VKXW��UHFDOOLQJ�WKH�VKRFN�DQG�DQJXLVK�RI�WKRVH�
IROORZLQJ�PRQWKV��7KLV�VWDUWHG�WKH�FRQVWDQW�PRQLWRULQJ�RI�P\�
PRWKHU��,�ZDV�RQO\�WKLUW\�¿YH�ZLWK�WZR�\RXQJ�ER\V�DQG�D�EDE\�JLUO�
on the way. It got so busy, I had to give up my career as a real estate 
DJHQW��5HFRYHULQJ�IURP�WKH�PHPRU\��,�DVN�P\VHOI��IRU�DERXW�WKH�
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hundredth time, Will Mom ever adapt? 
*ORULD�UHWXUQV�WR�KHU�HDUOLHU�REVHUYDWLRQV��³<RXU�IHDWXUHV�KDYH�
DFFHQWXDWHG�D�ELW�ZLWK�DJH��0RP¶V�KDYH�FROODSVHG�́  
³6KH¶V�RQO\�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDUV�ROGHU�WKDQ�PH�́  
³,W�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�EH�¿IW\�́  
³<RX¶UH�ULJKW��6KH�LVQ¶W�DJLQJ�ZHOO�ORRNV�ZLVH��%XW�ZKDW�DERXW�WKH�
RWKHU�WKLQJV"´�'RHV�*ORULD�KDYH�DQ\�QRWLRQ�ZKDW�,¶P�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�
here? 
³:KDW�RWKHU�WKLQJV"´ 
³+HU�LVRODWLRQ�DQG�KHU�GULQNLQJ�́ �7KHUH��,W¶V�VDLG� 
³6KH¶V�DQ�DGXOW��6KH¶V�QRW�PHQWDOO\�LPSDLUHG�́ �*ORULD�SLFNV�XS�KHU�
SXUVH��³,�KDYH�WR�OHDYH��&DO¶V�ZDLWLQJ�́  
³<RX¶UH�À\LQJ�KRPH�WRPRUURZ��ULJKW"´ 
³/DWH�́  
³,�ZDQW�WR�WDON�PRUH�DERXW�0RP�́  
³,�FDQ�WDNH�\RX�RXW�IRU�OXQFK��&DO�KDV�EXVLQHVV�FDOOV�WR�PDNH��+RZ�
DERXW�WKDW�)UHQFK�UHVWDXUDQW�GRZQ�WKH�KLOO�́  
“I have an appointment to show a house in the morning, but I can 
PDNH�LW�́ �,�ZLSH�P\�KDQGV�RQ�D�GDLV\�SULQWHG�WRZHO�DQG�IROORZ�*ORULD�
WR�WKH�IURQW�SRUFK��$IWHU�ZH�KXJ��,�SUHVV��³'R�\RX�UHDOO\�WKLQN�LW¶V�
'DG¶V�GHDWK�DQG�QRWKLQJ«"´ 
³$EVROXWHO\��7KH\�ZHUH�PDUULHG�DOPRVW�IRUW\�\HDUV��+H�WRRN�FDUH�RI�
HYHU\WKLQJ�IRU�KHU�́ �*ORULD�SDXVHV��KHU�EURZV�SLQFKHG�WRJHWKHU��³6KH�
GRHVQ¶W�QHHG�VR�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ��5DFKHO��*LYH�\RXUVHOI�D�EUHDN²VRPH�
VSDFH��+DYH�D�OLWWOH�IXQ�́  
$V�KHU�UHG�UHQWDO�FDU�EDFNV�RXW�RI�WKH�GULYHZD\��,�ZDWFK�IURP�WKH�
OLYLQJ�URRP¶V�ED\�ZLQGRZ��GHÀDWHG��6R�PXFK�IRU�VXSSRUW�

*  *  *
³'LG�\RX�JHW�DQ\ZKHUH�ZLWK�\RXU�VLVWHU"´�3DXO�ZLQFHV�DV�LI�KH�DFWXDOO\�
DGGHG²FDQ¶W�H[SHFW�DQ\WKLQJ�SRVLWLYH��:H¶UH�LQ�RXU�EHGURRP��+H¶V�
FKDQJLQJ�IURP�KLV�JUD\�EXVLQHVV�VXLW�LQWR�GDUNHU�JUD\�VZHDWV� 
³1RW�DW�DOO�́ �,�FDQ¶W�WKLQN�RI�RQH�SRVLWLYH�WKLQJ�DERXW�0RP�WKDW�FDPH�
IURP�RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ� 
³:KDW�LV�LW�ZLWK�\RXU�IDPLO\"�:K\�FDQ¶W�WKH\�WDON�WKURXJK�SUREOHPV"´ 
³,I�QRWKLQJ�LV�VDLG��QRWKLQJ�LV�UHDO�́  
³<RX�KDYH�WR�¿QG�VRPHRQH�WR�KHOS�́  
“I don’t know who that would be. Every time I mention a counselor 
RU�$$�PHHWLQJV��0RP�JRHV�VLOHQW�XQWLO�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�,�VHH�KHU�́  
“You have so much going on with the kids’ activities and working on 
\RXU�FDUHHU�́ �+H�WDNHV�KLV�VODFNV�R̆�WKH�YLQH�SDWWHUQHG�EHGVSUHDG�
DQG�SODFHV�WKHP�RQ�D�KDQJHU��³,�KRSH�\RX�FDQ�FXW�EDFN�RQ�VRPH�RI�
WKLV�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�\RXU�PRWKHU�́  
7KUHDGEDUH�FX̆V�JODUH�DW�PH��3DXO�VHHV�ORWV�RI�FOLHQWV�DW�WKH�
DFFRXQWLQJ�¿UP�ZKHUH�KH�ZRUNV��$�QHZ�VXLW�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�¿W�LQWR�
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our budget. I recently renewed my real estate license and want to 
specialize in old houses. I haven’t become established enough to help 
PXFK�¿QDQFLDOO\� 
³,�DSSUHFLDWH�\RXU�FRQFHUQ��*ORULD�GRHVQ¶W�IHHO�WKH�VDPH�VHQVH�RI�GXW\�
WKDW�,�GR�́ �,�KHVLWDWH��³0D\EH�\RX�FRXOG�WDON�WR�0RP�́  
³$UH�\RX�NLGGLQJ"�<RXU�PRWKHU�KDWHV�PH��5DFK²HYHU�VLQFH�,�WRRN�\RX�
DZD\�IURP�KHU�SODQ�́  
I don’t contradict him. Mom believes that Paul stole my opportunity 
IRU�D�FDUHHU�LQ�GDQFH��6KH�GRHVQ¶W�JHW�WKDW�,¶YH�QHYHU�UHJUHWWHG�
WXUQLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�VFKRODUVKLS��,�RQO\�IHHO�VDG�WKDW�,�GLVDSSRLQWHG�KHU� 
³<RX¶UH�VWXFN�KHUH��'RHV�*ORULD�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ"´�,�NQRZ�
Paul wants to help. 
³6KH�PXVW��7KH\¶YH�EHHQ�VWD\LQJ�DW�0RP¶V�KRXVH�IRU�¿YH�GD\V��DQG�
VKH¶V�VHHQ�LW�XS�FORVH�́  
³,¶P�SLVVHG�R̆�WKDW�VKH�GRHVQ¶W�DFNQRZOHGJH�KRZ�KDUG�WKLV�LV�RQ�\RX�́  
2XU�ZKROH�IDPLO\��³,�NHHS�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�'DG�ZRXOG�WKLQN�́  
³+H¶G�VD\��µ7HOO�\RXU�PRWKHU�WR�EXFN�XS�¶´�3DXO�WLHV�KLV�UXQQLQJ�VKRHV�
ZLWK�D�¿UP�MHUN��³/HW¶V�JUDE�D�SL]]D�DIWHU�RXU�WKUHH�PLOHV�́  
³6RXQGV�JRRG�́ �,�VOLS�D�MDFNHW�RYHU�P\�SLQN�VZHDWV��³*ORULD�LV�WDNLQJ�
PH�RXW�WR�OXQFK�WRPRUURZ��:H¶OO�VHH�KRZ�WKDW�JRHV�́  
+H�JLYHV�PH�D�ELJ�KXJ��³:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�KHU�WR�GR"´ 
³5HDVRQ�ZLWK�0RP��*HW�KHU�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�P\�VXJJHVWLRQV�́ �,�EXUURZ�
P\�IDFH�LQWR�KLV�IDEULF�VRIWHQHU�VPHOOLQJ�FKHVW��³/HW¶V�WDON�DERXW�
VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��,�QHHG�D�UHVW�IURP�LW�́  
³)LQH�E\�PH��5XQQLQJ�DQG�SL]]D�ZLOO�KHOS�́ �+H�VD\V�WKLV�DV�LI�H[HUFLVH�
DQG�IRRG�FDQ�FDQFHO�RXW�P\�EURRGLQJ� 
³,�KDYH�WR�PDNH�VRPH�FDOOV�IRU�WKH�ER\V¶�VRFFHU�WHDP�ODWHU�́  
³7RQLJKW"´ 
³7KHUH¶V�QR�RWKHU�WLPH�́

*  *  *
*ORULD�DQG�0RP�DUH�VHDWHG�DW�D�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�&HFLOH¶V�GLPO\�
OLW�GLQLQJ�URRP�ZKHQ�,�DUULYH�¿YH�PLQXWHV�HDUO\�WKH�QH[W�GD\��:K\�
did Gloria bring her? Didn’t I make it clear that I wanted to talk 
DERXW�KHU"�%RWK�RI�WKHP�KROG�KDOI�¿QLVKHG�PDUWLQLV� 
,�JLYH�0RP�D�SHFN�RQ�WKH�FKHHN��³*RRG�WR�VHH�\RX�́  
³*RRG�WR�VHH�\RX�WRR��5DFKHO�́  
7KHUH�DUH�RQO\�D�IHZ�RWKHU�WDEOHV�RFFXSLHG��VR�&HFLOH�FRPHV�RYHU�
LPPHGLDWHO\��³0D\�,�JHW�\RX�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�GULQN"´ 
³:DWHU¶V�¿QH�́ �,�JLYH�KHU�P\�PHHWLQJ�D�EX\HU�VPLOH� 
³,¶OO�KDYH�DQRWKHU�RQH�RI�WKHVH�́ �0RP�KROGV�XS�KHU�JODVV��VSLOOLQJ�D�
IHZ�GURSV�RI�YRGND�RQ�WKH�ZKLWH�OLQHQ�WDEOHFORWK� 
*ORULD�FRYHUV�KHU�DUP�ZLWK�D�KDQG��³/HW¶V�FKDQJH�WR�ZLQH�́  
³:HOO«ZKDWHYHU�\RX�ZDQW�́  
She’s always so agreeable with Gloria. 
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³$�FDUDIH�RI�\RXU�KRXVH�ZKLWH�́ �P\�VLVWHU�VD\V� 
³7KUHH�JODVVHV"´ 
³1RQH�IRU�PH�́ �,�WXUQ�EDFN�WR�0RP�DQG�*ORULD�VLWWLQJ�VLGH�E\�VLGH�
DFURVV�WKH�WDEOH��³,�KDYH�WR�SLFN�XS�WKH�ER\V�IURP�VRFFHU�SUDFWLFH�WKLV�
DIWHUQRRQ�́  
³<RX�VSHQG�VR�PXFK�WLPH�GUDJJLQJ�WKRVH�WKUHH�UẊDQV�DURXQG�DQG�
QRZ�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKHVH�KRXVHV�́ �0RP�JULPDFHV��³1RW�WR�PHQWLRQ�ZKDW�
\RX�GR�IRU�WKDW�KXVEDQG�RI�\RXUV�́ �6LQFH�RXU�GDXJKWHU�GURSSHG�GDQFH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�IRFXV�RQ�KHU�RZQ�VRFFHU��P\�PRWKHU�OXPSV�KHU�ZLWK�WKH�
two boys. And, she can’t understand why I want to get back into real 
HVWDWH��³<RX�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ«´�6KH�VWDUWV�KHU�VDPH�ROG�VWRU\� 
³*RRG�WLPH�IRU�\RX�WR�GR�UHDO�HVWDWH��7KH�PDUNHW�LV�ERRPLQJ�́ �*ORULD�
says. 
Thanks, big sister. 
:H�DOO�RUGHU�WKH�VSHFLDO²RQLRQ�VRXS��ELEE�OHWWXFH�VDODG��DQG�D�
shrimp crepe. 
:KLOH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�IRRG�WR�DUULYH��*ORULD�DQG�0RP�SROLVK�R̆�WKHLU�
FDUDIH� 
³,�ZDQW�VRPH�PRUH�́ �0RP�VD\V� 
³6RXQGV�JRRG�WR�PH�́ �*ORULD�RUGHUV�WZR�DGGLWLRQDO�JODVVHV� 
,W¶V�REYLRXV�WKDW�RXU�PRWKHU¶V�ZHOO�EHLQJ�LV�RQ�PH��7KHQ�D�WKRXJKW�
VQHDNV�LQ��:KDW�LI�,�KDG�WDNHQ�WKDW�VFKRODUVKLS�DQG�JRQH�WR�1HZ�
<RUN"�:KHUH�H[DFWO\�ZRXOG�VKH�EH"�6XQGD\��DIWHU�P\�RSHQ�KRXVH��
YLVLWV�WR�KHU�VKRXOG�EHJLQ�DJDLQ��2U�ZLOO�WKH\"�:KDW�LI�,�JLYH�KHU�VRPH�
guidelines? I reject the idea. I can’t do that to my mother. 
0LGZD\�WKURXJK�KHU�JODVV�RI�ZLQH��KDYLQJ�LJQRUHG�WKH�PHDO��0RP�
turns with cloudy eyes to Gloria and slurs, “Why is that woman 
VWDULQJ�DW�PH"´ 
,�ORRN�DURXQG�WR�VHH�ZKR�VKH¶V�UHIHUULQJ�WR��$�PRPHQW�ODWHU�,�¿JXUH�
RXW²VKH¶V�ORRNLQJ 
right at me. 
*ORULD�WDNHV�0RP¶V�JODVV��³<RX¶YH�KDG�HQRXJK�́  
³$�OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH�́ �0RP�ZKLQHV� 
³'RQ¶W�EH�GL̇FXOW�́  
³$P�,�EHLQJ�GL̇FXOW"´ 
,�SXVK�P\�XQ¿QLVKHG�IRRG�DZD\�DQG�VD\�WR�QR�RQH�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
³,�KDYH�WR�JHW�JRLQJ�́ �7KHQ��WR�*ORULD��³6DIH�À\LQJ�́ �,�VNLS�VD\LQJ�
anything to Mom. Why bother? 
³6HH�\RX�QH[W�\HDU�́ �*ORULD�WRDVWV�PH� 
³,�GR�ZDQW�WR�WDON�WR�\RX�WRQLJKW²EHIRUH�\RX�OHDYH�́  
³2ND\��,¶OO�FDOO�́ �VKH�VD\V� 
³1R��,¶OO�FDOO�\RX��$W�������3OHDVH�EH�DYDLODEOH�́  
³6XUH«ULJKW�́ �+HU�FRQIXVHG�H[SUHVVLRQ�PRPHQWDULO\�DPXVHV�PH��,¶P�
QHYHU�IRUFHIXO�

*  *  *
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2QFH�LQ�P\�+RQGD�KHDGLQJ�WR�SLFN�WKH�ER\V�XS��,�GZHOO�RQ�P\�
PRWKHU¶V�TXHVWLRQ��:KDW�KDYH�,�EHHQ�GRLQJ"�$W�WKH�HQG�RI�RXU�OXQFK��
she didn’t even recognize me. Worry sets in. Will Gloria be all right 
WR�GULYH"�6KH�GLGQ¶W�VKRZ�DQ\�VLJQV�RI�LPSDLUPHQW��7ZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��
Mom wouldn’t have either. 
At 6:00 when I call her house, no one answers. I try Gloria’s cell. It 
goes right to voicemail. I leave a message: “I’m coming over. Be there 
LQ�¿IWHHQ�PLQXWHV��,�QHHG�WR�WDON�WR�\RX�́  
2Q�WKH�WKLUG�NQRFN��*ORULD�RSHQV�WKH�GRRU��³:KDW¶V�WKH�XUJHQF\"´ 
³&RPH�DQG�JHW�LQ�P\�FDU�́  
³,¶P�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�SDFNLQJ�́  
³<RX¶YH�JRW�DOO�QLJKW��,�GRQ¶W�́ �3DXO�DQG�,�DUH�PHHWLQJ�VRPH�RI�KLV�
ZRUN�IULHQGV�IRU�GLQQHU� 
³2K�DOO�ULJKW�́ �6KH�VODPV�WKH�GRRU�VKXW�DQG�PDUFKHV�R̆�WR�P\�FDU��
ÀRSV�RQWR�WKH�SDVVHQJHU�VHDW��DQG�VODPV�WKDW�GRRU� 
³)LUVW�RI�DOO��,�ZDV�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�\RX�́ �,�VWDUW�RXW� 
³:K\"´ 
³'ULQNLQJ�DQG�GULYLQJ�́  
³,�ZDV�¿QH�́  
³,�JXHVV�VR�́ �,�SOXQJH�LQ��³:KDW�DERXW�0RP"�<RX�QHHG�WR�JLYH�PH�
\RXU�LPSUHVVLRQV�DQG�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQN�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�DERXW�KHU�́  
³0RP�VHHPV�¿QH�WR�PH��6DPH�DV�HYHU��1HHG\��EXW�KDSS\�ZLWK�KHU�
GULQNV�HYHU\�QLJKW�́  
³6KH�GLGQ¶W�HYHQ�NQRZ�ZKR�,�ZDV�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�RXU�OXQFK��:KHUH�GR�
\RX�WKLQN�WKLV�ZLOO�HQG"´ 
³,�KDYH�QR�LGHD��$V�ORQJ�DV�VKH¶V�KHDOWK\��ZK\�QRW�OHDYH�KHU�DORQH"´ 
³%HFDXVH�,�FDQ¶W�OHDYH�KHU�DORQH��6KH�H[SHFWV�FDOOV�IURP�PH�HYHU\�GD\�
DQG�YLVLWV�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�D�ZHHN��6KH�H[SHFWV�PH�WR�GURS�HYHU\WKLQJ�LI�
QHHGHG�́  
³7KDW¶V�RQ�\RX�́  
³,¶P�WKH�RQO\�RQH�VKH�KDV�FORVH�E\�́  
³+RZ�DERXW�VHWWLQJ�VRPH�OLPLWV"�,�GRQ¶W�H[SHFW�\RX�WR�EH�DW�KHU�EHFN�
and call every minute. She’ll keep manipulating you and wanting 
PRUH�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�NHHS�JLYLQJ�LW�́  
³+RZ�GR�,�VWDUW"´³6D\�µQR�¶�,W¶V�SUHWW\�VLPSOH��7HOO�KHU�\RX�KDYH�
VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�WR�GR�ZKHQ�VKH�FDOOV�IRU�LPPHGLDWH�DWWHQWLRQ��7HOO�KHU�
UHDO�HPHUJHQFLHV�RQO\�́ ³,JQRUH�KHU"´ 
³,¶P�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW��,¶P�VD\LQJ�\RX�QHHG�WR�VWDQG�XS�IRU�\RXUVHOI��
9LVLW�KHU�LI�\RX�ZDQW��&DOO�KHU�LI�\RX�ZDQW��'RQ¶W�OHW�KHU�JRYHUQ�\RXU�
OLIH�́  
³,W¶V�HDV\�IRU�\RX�GRZQ�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��9LVLWLQJ�RQO\�RQFH�D�\HDU�́  
³:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�,�OLYH�WKHUH"�,I�,�ZHUH�KHUH��VKH¶G�H[SHFW�ERWK�RI�XV�
WR�EH�ZLWK�KHU�QRQVWRS�́  
Gloria has a point. But we sure can’t move. 
³5DFKHO��\RX�KDYH�D�IXOO�SODWH²D�EXV\�IDPLO\�DQG�D�GHPDQGLQJ�
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FDUHHU��<RX�GRQ¶W�RZH�DOO�WKLV�WLPH�WR�0RP�́  
³,¶OO�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�\RX¶YH�VDLG«JHW�EDFN�WR�\RXU�SDFNLQJ�́  
³/RYH�\RX��EDE\�VLVWHU��,I�\RX�ZDQW��,¶OO�WDON�WR�KHU�́  
:HOO��WKDQNV�IRU�WKDW��³1R��,�QHHG�WR�KDQGOH�WKLV�P\VHOI�́  
³6HH��\RX�FDQ�VD\�µQR�¶´ 
I never used to have a problem saying it.

*  *  *
7KDW�QLJKW��DIWHU�3DXO¶V�DQG�P\�GLQQHU��0RP�FDOOV��,�OHDYH�KHU�WR�WKH�
DQVZHULQJ�PDFKLQH��,QVWHDG�RI�FDOOLQJ�KHU�EDFN��,�VLW�GRZQ�WR�ZDWFK�
an interesting travel program. I daydream about Paul and I taking a 
trip to Scandinavia. Maybe someday… With small separation steps, 
maybe Mom will have to adapt. 
$W������WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��RXU�SKRQH�ULQJV��2Q�WKH�¿IWK�ULQJ�,�SLFN�XS� 
³5DFKHO��:KHUH�KDYH�\RX�EHHQ"´ 
³,�ZDV�WDONLQJ�WR�SURVSHFWLYH�EX\HUV�́  
6KH�VQRUWV��³:KHQ�FDQ�\RX�FRPH�RYHU"´ 
³1RW�WRGD\��0RP��,�KDYH�HUUDQGV�WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�UXQ�́  
³,¶P�DOO�E\�P\VHOI�́  
³,¶P�VRUU\�DERXW�WKDW��0RP��0D\EH�\RX�VKRXOG�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�KRXVH�
IRU�D�ZKLOH�́  
:K\�PDNH�D�VXJJHVWLRQ"�6KH�KDV�WR�¿JXUH�WKLV�RXW�RQ�KHU�RZQ��³,�
KDYH�WR�JR�QRZ��,¶OO�VHH�\RX�LQ�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�GD\V�́  
+HU�VSXWWHUV�VRXQG�OLNH�D�WLQ\�ROG�FDU�WU\LQJ�WR�VWDUW��,�FDUHIXOO\�KDQJ�
XS�WKH�UHFHLYHU��,W¶V�D�EHJLQQLQJ��7ZLQJHV�RI�JXLOW�VHHS�LQ��:LOO�VKH�EH�
DOO�ULJKW"�%XW�DOVR��,�IHHO�D�VPDOO�VXUJH�RI�RSWLPLVP��0D\EH�I can take 
back control of my life.
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What Is the Color of Tomorrow 
Michael Shen

I’ve breathed the darkest blues 
Embraced the brightest blue skies. 
I’ve learned to ride it out 
And ride the wave in. 
And even though it comes and it goes 
There’s a hollow in my soul. 
I want to know 
:KDW�LV�WKH�FRORU�RI�WRPRUURZ� 
 
I’ve plumbed the darkest depths 
&URVVHG�UDLQERZV�RI�JROGHQ�KXHV� 
I’ve seen that dark is just 
7KH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�EULJKW� 
And even though I’ve learned the game 
,¶P�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�OLJKW� 
I still want to know 
:KDW�LV�WKH�FRORU�RI�WRPRUURZ� 
 
,¶YH�VWD\HG�LQWR�WKH�FRORU�RI�UHOLHI 
3DVVHG�6W\[�DQG�VWDUV�IRU�VKDGHV�RI�EHOLHI� 
<HV��VR�PXFK�RI�OLIH�LV�MXVW�VKRZLQJ�XS 
And giving out is what you get. 
Even though I’ve seen it all, 
I’m hoping there’s so much more. 
And I can’t help looking 
)RU�WKH�FRORU�RI�WRPRUURZ�
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Speak to Me of Things That Matter 
Michael Shen
 
VSHDN�WR�PH�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�PDWWHU 
RI�PRUQLQJ�GUHDPV�DQG�VWDUV 
RI�ZDU�DQG�ZDVWH 
RI�XQGXH�KDVWH 
RI�WKLQJV�ZH�IDQF\�GR 
 
VLQJ�WR�PH�RI�ORYHV�JRQH�E\ 
RI�ORYH�WKDW�OLQJHUV�RQ 
RI�KHURHV¶�IHDWV 
and poets’ beats 
our dreams annealed take wing 
 
ODXJK�ZLWK�PH�RI�SDLQV�ZH�IHOW 
QRZ�EXW�\RXWKIXO�IROO\ 
RI�GUXQNHQ�ERXWV 
And ill born doubts 
Angels’ visions that will be 
 
FU\�ZLWK�PH�RI�IULWWHUHG�GUHDPV 
and all our treasures lost 
but laugh as well 
and do not dwell 
in hindsight wisdom earned 
 
SUD\�ZLWK�PH�IRU�VLQV�FRPPLWWHG 
in spirit and in deed 
IRU�IXWXUH�GLP 
uncertain spin 
ZLWK�JUDWHIXOQHVV�SUHSDUHG 
 
EXW�PRVW�RI�DOO 
speak to me 
RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�PDWWHU 
matter to you and me
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Balls 
Will Walker

0RVWO\�ORZ�RQ�P\�/LVW�RI�3DUWV 
LQ�'DQJHU�RI�*RLQJ�%DG��H[FHSW 
 
IRU�WKDW�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�WKH�VSHFLDOLVW 
takes them in his hands while we avoid 
 
H\H�FRQWDFW�DQG�KH�IHHOV�WKH�OLJDWXUHV 
IRU�OXPSV��)RU�WKRVH�VHFRQGV�KH�LV�SHUKDSV 
 
DQ�DJHQW�RI�WKH�IDWHV��VHW�WR�ULS�WKHVH�DSSHQGDJHV 
IURP�P\�WUXQN��VSHDNLQJ�LQ�PHWDSKRU� 
 
and deliver a death sentence couched 
in much immediate pain. 
 
Who is this intruder? my balls ask, 
suddenly alarmed but trying to remain calm, 
 
and what secret knowledge is he stealing? 
7KHQ�WKH�IULJKW�SDVVHV�DQG�P\�EDOOV�JR�EDFN 
 
WR�WKHLU�HDV\�SHUFK��MXVW�DORQJ�IRU�WKH�ULGH� 
pretending they’re invincible and unexposed, 
 
UHOLHYHG�WR�EH�OHIW�DORQH�WR�PHGLWDWH�DQG�QDS 
VWLOO�QHDU�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�/LVW�RI�3DUWV 
 
LQ�'DQJHU�RI�*RLQJ�%DG��IDU�GRZQ 
IURP�EUDLQ�DQG�KHDUW�DQG�SDQFUHDV� 
 
LUUDGLDWHG�VNLQ��FLW\�VPXGJHG�OXQJV� 
arthritic joints, and aging spine.
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'ULIWLQJ�2̆ 

Will Walker
 
I lie awake at night 
blessing the world. 
Always the little things 
to start. Then the people 
who bring a smile. 
6RPHWLPHV�ÀRZHUV� 
a stately tree, 
then back to 
the aging instrument 
RI�P\�ERG\��6RPH�QLJKWV� 
the whole galaxy 
RI�VRXOV�ZRUNLQJ 
to spread this blessing. 
What can it hurt, 
to bless a bed, to bless 
P\�ZLIH��WR�VPLOH 
UHFDOOLQJ�D�ORQJ�GHDG�ODXJK� 
to bless them all 
DQG�OHW�JR�DV�LI�KDYLQJ�WLPH 
RQO\�IRU�WKH�EHQHGLFWLRQ 
EHIRUH�GULIWLQJ�R̆ 
into that little death 
RI�VOHHS"
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Power Player 
Cindy Muscatel

7KH�WKURE�RI�-LPL�+HQGUL[¶V�JXLWDU�¿OOHG�WKH�URRP�DV�5LFKDUG�
PHDVXUHG�RXW�WKH�KDOI�FXS�RI�3DUPHVDQ�KH¶G�JUDWHG�HDUOLHU��+H�ORYHG�
WKH�PXVLF�EXW�ORYHG�WKH�FRQWUDVW�HYHQ�PRUH²6HYHQWLHV�URFN�DQG�UROO�
SOD\HG�WKURXJK�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW���VW�FHQWXU\�HTXLSPHQW��7KH�VRXQG�
hit the Frankenthaler and Pollock abstracts that hung on the ochre 
ZDOOV��VHWWLQJ�R̆�D�FRQFXVVLRQ�RI�VRXQG�DQG�VLJKW�WKDW�¿OOHG�5LFKDUG�
ZLWK�D�VHQVH�RI�YLWDOLW\��+H¶G�EHHQ�DURXQG�WR�ZLWQHVV�-LPL�+HQGUL[�
concerts and the Expressionist Era. Now even though he’d just 
UHFHLYHG�KLV�0HGLFDUH�FDUG��KH�ZDV�D�PDQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�PLOOHQQLXP� 
5LFKDUG�WRRN�D�WDVWH�RI�WKH�3DUPLJLDQR�5HJJLDQR��7KH�FKHHVH¶V�
IHUPHQWDWLRQ�SURFHVV�DGGHG�D�NLFN�KH�IRXQG�GHOLFLRXV��7KDW�-HVVLFD�
thought it too strong was her problem. 
'HIWO\�GLFLQJ�WKH�KRWKRXVH�WRPDWRHV��KH�WRVVHG�WKHP�DQG�WKH�FKHHVH�
LQWR�WKH�VDODG�JUHHQV��+H�ZDVKHG�KLV�KDQGV��WKHQ�SLFNHG�XS�WKH�
ERWWOH�RI�ROLYH�RLO�VHW�DW�ULJKW�DQJOHV�WR�WKH�FKRSSLQJ�ERDUG��+H�
SRXUHG�RLO�LQWR�D�ERZO��DGGLQJ�IUHVKO\�VTXHH]HG�OHPRQ�MXLFH��$�SLQFK�
RI�VDOW�DQG�JHQHURXV�VHUYLQJV�RI�FKRSSHG�JDUOLF�DQG�IUHVK�PLQW�
¿QLVKHG�WKH�GUHVVLQJ��+H�ZKLVNHG�WKH�LQJUHGLHQWV�WRJHWKHU��WKHQ�
GLSSHG�KLV�¿QJHU�LQWR�WKH�PL[WXUH�IRU�D�WDVWH� 
7KH�WDUWQHVV�RI�WKH�OHPRQ�SXFNHUHG�KLV�PRXWK��³3HUIHFW�́ �KH�VDLG� 
+H�OLNHG�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZD\²SHUIHFW� 
Early on, he’d learned to make decisions to get him what he wanted. 
And he had the balls to discard what no longer worked. It was all in 
WKH�DUW�RI�PDNLQJ�WKH�SHUIHFW�GHDO� 
+H�UROOHG�KLV�VKRXOGHUV��ORRVHQLQJ�WKH�WHQVLRQ�LQ�KLV�QHFN��&RRNLQJ�
ZDV�D�EDOP�WR�KLP²D�VXUH�ZD\�WR�VRRWKH�KLV�QHUYHV��+H�PDGH�GLQQHU�
WKUHH�QLJKWV�D�ZHHN��-HVVLFD�WROG�HYHU\RQH�LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�VKH�
demanded it. Anyone who knew Richard knew that was bullshit. 
$IWHU�KH�SXW�WKH�VDODG�LQ�WKH�UHIULJHUDWRU�WR�FKLOO��KH�EHJDQ�ZDVKLQJ�
WKH�XWHQVLOV��+H�SDXVHG�D�PRPHQW��WKH�ZLUH�ZKLVN�VXVSHQGHG�IURP�
KLV�¿QJHUV�DV�KH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�-HVVLFD��6KH�DOVR�ZDV�UHOHQWOHVV�LQ�
JHWWLQJ�ZKDW�VKH�ZDQWHG��+H¶G�KDG�QR�SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKDW��EXW�QRZ�KH�
IHOW�DQ�XQGHUFXUUHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKHP²D�VWUXJJOH�IRU�FRQWURO��1RZ�VKH�
ZDQWHG�WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�WKHLU�KLJK�ULVH�6HDWWOH�FRQGR�WR�D�ELJ�KRXVH�LQ�
WKH�VXEXUEV��:KDW�WKH�KHOO�GLG�WKH\�QHHG�D�ELJ�KRXVH�IRU"�,W�ZDV�MXVW�
WKH�WZR�RI�WKHP� 
³6HDWWOH�LV�MXVW�WRR�GDQJHURXV�QRZ�́ �VKH�NHSW�VD\LQJ�ZKHQ�KH�UHIXVHG� 
+H�VWDUHG�DW�KLV�UHÀHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ�ZLQGRZ��7KH�H\HV�RI�D�PDQ�
ZKR�ZDV�VKUHZG�DQG�WRXJK�VWDUHG�EDFN��+H�ZDV�SURXG�RI�WKDW�
LQFLVLYH�H[SUHVVLRQ��MXVW�DV�KH�ZDV�SURXG�RI�KLV�WKLFN�KHDG�RI�VLOYHUHG�
KDLU��KLV�WDQQHG��¿W�ERG\��+H�ZRUNHG�KDUG�WR�NHHS�KLPVHOI�PHQWDOO\�
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DQG�SK\VLFDOO\�LQ�VKDSH��7KDW�DORQJ�ZLWK�FDUHIXO�SODQQLQJ�DQG�
DQDO\VLV�KDG�PDGH�KLP�SUHWW\�PXFK�GLVDVWHU�SURRI��6R�PDQ\�SHRSOH�
he knew had crashed along with the economy in 2008. Not him. And 
despite the pandemic shut down, he’d made more money than ever. 
/LIH�ZDV�RQ�KLV�WHUPV��,I�WKLQJV�ZHUHQ¶W�ULJKW��KH�PDGH�WKHP�WKDW�ZD\��
Like when he 
IRXQG�RXW�'LDQD�ZDV�FKHDWLQJ�RQ�KLP��+H¶G�EHHQ�KXUW��VXUH��EXW�QRW�
KXPLOLDWHG��7KH�D̆DLU�ZLWK�KHU�VNL�LQVWUXFWRU�KDG�EHHQ�DQ�
HPEDUUDVVLQJ�FOLFKp��QRWKLQJ�PRUH��+H�QRW�RQO\�ZHDWKHUHG�KHU�
GHIHFWLRQ��KH�JUHZ�VWURQJHU�IURP�LW� 
:KHQ�KH�PHW�-HVVLFD��KH¶G�EHHQ�GLYRUFHG�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��+H¶G�MXPSHG�
ZLWK�UHOLVK�LQWR�WKH�ZKLUOZLQG�WKDW�VXUURXQGHG�KHU��)RU�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�
\HDUV��KH�UHYHOHG�LQ�WKH�OLIHVW\OH�WKDW�ZDV�OLNH�KLV�RZQ�VRQV¶²WKH�
snowboarding in Aspen in winter, the waterskiing in the Lake Tahoe 
VXPPHU�KRPH��WKH�JROI�DQG�WHQQLV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��+H¶G�HYHQ�ORYHG�
WKH�FRQVWDQW�FOXEELQJ²WKH�GDQFLQJ��WKH�QRLVH��WKH�0RKLWRV²WKH�
IUHQHWLF�HQHUJ\�WKDW�VR�GH¿QHG�-HVVLFD��%XW�LI�KH�ZHUH�KRQHVW��KH�KDG�
to admit it was losing its appeal. 
+H�¿UVW�UHDOL]HG�WKLV�ZKHQ�KH�DQG�-HVVLFD�ZHUH�LQ�'XEDL��VWD\LQJ�DW�
WKH�%XUM�$O�$UDE�KRWHO��+LV�EXVLQHVV�FRQFOXGHG��WKH\¶G�FHOHEUDWHG�
with champagne, caviar, and sex in their suite, which was as large as 
WKH�KRXVH�KH¶G�JURZQ�XS�LQ��6DWLDWHG�IRU�D�PRPHQW��-HVVLFD�KDG�IDOOHQ�
DVOHHS�EHVLGH�KLP�RQ�WKH�VKHLN�VL]HG�EHG� 
,Q�WKH�VLOHQFH��KH¶G�FRPH�XS�DJDLQVW�DQ�XQZHOFRPH�WUXWK��,QVWHDG�RI�
IHHOLQJ�WULXPSKDQW�DW�KLV�VNLOOHG�QHJRWLDWLQJ��KH�IHOW�QRWKLQJ��+H�
ORRNHG�DW�KLV�IRUW\�\HDU�ROG�ZLIH�ZLWK�KHU�SHUIHFW�ERG\��DQG�DOVR�IHOW�
QRWKLQJ��-XVW�UHOLHI�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�DVOHHS��DQG�KH�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�WR�WDON�WR�
her. 
+H�ORRNHG�DZD\�IURP�KLV�UHÀHFWLRQ��:DV�KH�JHWWLQJ�ROG"�+H�
REOLWHUDWHG�WKDW�DZIXO�QRWLRQ�E\�WXUQLQJ�RQ�WKH�IDXFHW�IXOO�VWHDP��+H�
gave the whisk a vigorous shake and set it on the drain board. It was 
unlike him to let negative thoughts get him down. It had to be the 
SKRQH�FDOO�KH¶G�UHFHLYHG�D�KDOI�KRXU�DJR��,W�SXW�D�GL̆HUHQW�OLJKW�RQ�KLV�
marriage. 
³2K��5LFKDUG��<RX�DUH�KHUH�́  
5LFKDUG�ORRNHG�RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHU��-HVVLFD�VWRRG�LQ�WKH�GRRUZD\��D�
ZHDU\�H[SUHVVLRQ�RQ�KHU�IDFH� 
³<RX¶UH�KRPH�HDUO\�́ �VKH�VDLG��OHDQLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�GRRUIUDPH��³<RX�
WH[WHG�WKDW�\RX¶G�EH�ODWH�́  
+H�VKUXJJHG��³,�SXW�WKH�&ODUHPRQW�GHDO�WR�EHG�E\�WZR�R¶FORFN��+DG�D�
late lunch with them, and decided, what the hell, might as well come 
KRPH��DQG�VHH�P\�JRUJHRXV�ZLIH�́  
³%XW�,�ZDVQ¶W�KHUH�́  
³<HDK��<RX�ZHUHQ¶W�KHUH�́ �+H�GULHG�KLV�KDQGV�ZLWK�WKH�MDGH�JUHHQ�
NLWFKHQ�WRZHO��QRW�ORRNLQJ�DW�KHU��+H�ZDQWHG�D�PRPHQW�WR�PDUVKDO�
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KLV�WKRXJKWV��1RUPDOO\�KH�HQWHUHG�D�QHJRWLDWLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�SODQ�IXOO\�
worked out. 
-HVVLFD�ZDQGHUHG�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ��³,V�WKHUH�DQ\�ZLQH"´ 
Richard motioned to the butler’s pantry. “There’s some Cabernet 
RSHQ�,�MXVW�RSHQHG�́  
³7KDW�VRXQGV�JRRG�́  
6KH�ZDONHG�SDVW�KLP��KHDG�GRZQ��5LFKDUG�ZDWFKHG�KHU��ORRNLQJ�IRU�
VLJQV�WKDW�VKH¶G�EHHQ�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�PDQ��6KH�ORRNHG�DOPRVW�GHIHDWHG��
KH�WKRXJKW��WKHQ�UHMHFWHG�WKDW�LGHD��-HVVLFD�GHIHDWHG"�1HYHU��0RUH�
likely it was guilt. 
She came back with the wine and took a sip. “Mmm, tastes 
GHOLFLRXV�́  
She looked delicious, he thought. Now that she was in the room, in 
WKH�ÀHVK��KH�KDG�QR�GL̇FXOW\�UHPHPEHULQJ�ZK\�KH¶G�PDUULHG�KHU²
VKH�WDQWDOL]HG�KLP��6KH�ZRYH�D�JRGGDPQHG�VSHOO�DURXQG�KLP��+H�
joked that she was a much better prescription than Viagra, but it was 
WUXH��(YHQ�QRZ��DZDUH�KH�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�RI�FXWWLQJ�KHU�RXW�RI�KLV�OLIH��
KH�ZDQWHG�WR�¿OO�KLV�KDQGV�ZLWK�KHU� 
³<RX�ORRN�WLUHG�́ �KH�VDLG� 
6KH�\DZQHG��³,�DP�WLUHG��7KH�SURJUDP�ZDV�VR�ERULQJ²PRVWO\�
VSHHFKHV��,�FRXOG�EDUHO\�VWD\�DZDNH�́  
+H�VODSSHG�WKH�WRZHO�DJDLQVW�WKH�FRXQWHU��³7KDW�ZDV�D�VWXSLG�OLH��
-HVVLFD��6R�HDV\�WR�FKHFN 
RQ��%XW�LW�PDNHV�PH�ZRQGHU�KRZ�PDQ\�RWKHU�OLHV�\RX¶YH�WROG�PH�́  
-HVVLFD�VWUDLJKWHQHG��³:KDW�DUH�\RX�WDONLQJ�DERXW"�:KDW�DUH�\RX�VR�
SLVVHG�DERXW"´ 
+H�UHLQHG�LQ�KLV�HPRWLRQV��XQFOHQFKLQJ�KLV�¿VWV��³:H�KDG�D�FDOO�IURP�
%DUEDUD�:LOVRQ�DERXW�WZHQW\�PLQXWHV�DJR��6KH�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ�LI�
\RX�ZHUH�IHHOLQJ�EHWWHU��7KDW�\RX¶G�FDOOHG�DQG�VDLG�\RX�ZHUH�VLFN�DQG�
FRXOGQ¶W�DWWHQG�WKH�IXQGUDLVHU�́  
-HVVLFD¶V�PRXWK�RSHQHG��EXW�QR�ZRUGV�FDPH�RXW��+H¶G�VHHQ�WKDW�ORRN�
EHIRUH��XVXDOO\�RQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�D�&(2�WU\LQJ�WR�KLGH�DQ�LPSHQGLQJ�
EDQNUXSWF\��5LFKDUG�OHW�WKH�VLOHQFH�EXLOG��+H¶G�DOUHDG\�VDLG�WRR�
PXFK��7KH�IRXUWK�/DZ�RI�3RZHU�ZDV�WR�VD\�OHVV�WKDQ�QHFHVVDU\��+H�
IROORZHG�WKH�UXOH�QRZ� 
-HVVLFD�UDOOLHG��FRPSRVLQJ�KHU�IHDWXUHV��³6R�ZKDW"�-XVW�EHFDXVH�WKDW�
ROG�EXV\ERG\�FDOOHG��\RX¶UH�DOO�VXVSLFLRXV"´ 
³,�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�ZK\�\RX�OLHG�WR�PH�́ �KH�VDLG� 
³1R��QR²LW¶V�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW��,�NQRZ�\RX��,I�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�VOLJKWO\�R̆��
\RX�LPPHGLDWHO\�JR�WR�KRZ�'LDQD�FKHDWHG�RQ�\RX�́ �6KH�VKRRN�EDFN�
KHU�ORQJ�KDLU�DV�LI�VKDNLQJ�R̆�KLV�ZRUGV� 
³,¶YH�WROG�\RX�EHIRUH��5LFKDUG��,¶P�QRW�OLNH�'LDQD��,I�,�ZDQWHG�WR�KDYH�
VH[�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�HOVH��,�ZRXOGQ¶W�KLGH�WKH�IDFW��,¶G�MXVW�WHOO�\RX��6R�
\RX�FDQ�VWRS�JULOOLQJ�PH�OLNH�,¶P�VRPH�VOXW�́  
+H�ZDQWHG�WR�UHIXWH�ZKDW�VKH¶G�VDLG�DERXW�'LDQD��WHOO�KHU�VKH�ZDV�IXOO�
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RI�SV\FKREDEEOH�VKLW��EXW�KH�KHOG�EDFN��,W�ZRXOG�PDNH�KLP�VRXQG�
GHIHQVLYH��GH¿QLWHO\�QRW�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�VWUHQJWK��,QVWHDG��KH�ZHQW�RQ�
WKH�R̆HQVH� 
“I’m not grilling you. I’m not saying you’re like Diana. All I want 
IURP�\RX�LV�DQ�DQVZHU�WR�P\�TXHVWLRQ�́ �KH�VDLG� 
She glared at him. “Fine, I’ll tell you. I’ve been wanting to talk to you 
DERXW�LW�DQ\ZD\�́  
6KH�SXOOHG�RXW�RQH�RI�WKH�VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�EDU�VWRROV�DQG�VDW�GRZQ��³,�
ZDV�DW�WKH�GRFWRUV�́  
5LFKDUG�IHOW�D�PRPHQW�RI�IHDU��WKHQ�GLVPLVVHG�LW��6KH�ZDV�\RXQJ�DQG�
KHDOWK\��7KLV�ZDV�SUREDEO\�D�SOR\��³$UH�\RX�WHOOLQJ�PH�\RX¶UH�VLFN"´ 
³1R��,¶P�QRW�WHOOLQJ�\RX�WKDW��%XW�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�VRXQG�VR�F\QLFDO�́  
³)RUJLYH�PH��EXW�,¶YH�MXVW�KDG�SURRI�WKDW�\RX�GRQ¶W�DOZD\V�WHOO�WKH�
WUXWK�́  
³'DPQ�\RX�́ �VKH�VDLG��6KH�IROGHG�KHU�KDQGV�DQG�KHOG�WKHP�WLJKWO\�
together. 
³2ND\��,¶OO�WHOO�\RX�WKH�WUXWK�́ �VKH�VDLG�ZLWKRXW�ORRNLQJ�DW�KLP��³,�WRRN�
a pregnancy test last night and it was positive. I was so thrilled I 
ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�GRFWRU�WR�FKHFN�́  
5LFKDUG�VWDUHG�DW�KHU��³:KDW"´ 
³,�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�SUHJQDQW��,�ZDV�VR�KDSS\�́ �6KH�ORRNHG�DW�KLP�QRZ��
KHU�H\HV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WHDUV��³%XW�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�,¶P�QRW�́  
³+RZ�WKH�KHOO�FRXOG�\RX�EH�SUHJQDQW"�<RX¶UH�RQ�WKH�SLOO�́  
³1R��,�TXLW�WDNLQJ�WKHP�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�DJR�́  
³<RX¶UH�WHOOLQJ�PH�WKDW�\RX¶UH�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�SUHJQDQW"´ 
She nodded. 
³$UH�\RX�IXFNLQJ�NLGGLQJ�PH"´�KH�VDLG� 
6KH�ÀLQFKHG�DW�KLV�ZRUGV��³'RQ¶W�VZHDU�DW�PH��<RX�KDYH�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG²,�ZDQW�D�EDE\��,�ZDQW�D�EDE\�VR�EDG�,�FDQ�EDUHO\�VWDQG�
LW�́  
Richard’s silence this time was not planned. 
³6D\�VRPHWKLQJ�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�VD\�́  
1HYHU�LQ�KLV�ZLOGHVW�LPDJLQLQJV�KDG�KH�WKRXJKW�-HVVLFD�ZRXOG�ZDQW�D�
EDE\²RU�WKDW�VKH¶G�JR�EHKLQG�KLV�EDFN�WR�JHW�SUHJQDQW��³%HIRUH�ZH�
JRW�PDUULHG��ZH�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKHUH¶G�EH�QR�FKLOGUHQ��5HPHPEHU"´ 
³,�UHPHPEHU��EXW�WKDW�ZDV�WKHQ��,¶P�IRUW\�QRZ�́  
³7KDW�GRHVQ¶W�FKDQJH�RXU�DJUHHPHQW�́ �+H�IHOW�EORRG�WKUREELQJ�LQ�KLV�
temples. “I’ve got two sons and three grandchildren. I don’t want any 
PRUH�FKLOGUHQ�́  
She shook her head. “I never believed that. You’d have had a 
YDVHFWRP\�LI�WKDW�ZDV�WUXH�́  
“What? Because I didn’t have a vasectomy you thought I wanted 
another child? You’re supposed to be on the pill. I didn’t need to have 
D�YDVHFWRP\�´ 
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³6WRS�VKRXWLQJ�DW�PH��<RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�IHHOLQJV�DW�DOO�́  
³1R�IHHOLQJV"�/HW¶V�WDON�DERXW�QR�IHHOLQJV��,�KDYH�WKUHH�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�
you’ve never given a shit about. You do everything you can to avoid 
VHHLQJ�WKHP��1RZ��\RX�VD\�\RX�ZDQW�D�EDE\��,�GRQ¶W�JHW�LW�́  
³,�ZDQW�P\�RZQ�FKLOG�́ �VKH�VDLG� 
She reached out to touch his arm, but he leaned away. “Richard, 
SOHDVH��<RX¶YH�JRW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�́  
+H�VWDUHG�DW�KHU�PDVFDUD�VWUHDNHG�IDFH��³,�WKLQN�,¶P�EHJLQQLQJ�WR��
Does this have something to do with your sister being pregnant? You 
WZR�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�VR�FRPSHWLWLYH�́  
³2I�FRXUVH�QRW�́ �6KH�VRXQGHG�LQGLJQDQW��³,�MXVW�QHHG�WR�EH�IXO¿OOHG�DV�
D�SHUVRQ��,�UHDOL]H�QRZ�,�QHHG�D�EDE\�WR�GR�WKDW�́  
$�GLVFRUGDQW�-LPL�+HQGUL[�WZDQJ�VRXQGHG�DERYH�KHU�KHDG�IURP�D�
speaker. Its incongruity triggered something in Richard and his 
PLQG�EHJDQ�WR�FOHDU��+H�VDZ�ZK\�KH¶G�EHHQ�VR�FRQÀLFWHG��+H¶G�EHJXQ�
OLYLQJ�OLIH�RQ�KHU�WHUPV��QRW�KLV��7KDW�KDG�WR�VWRS� 
³<RX�VD\�\RX¶UH�QRW�OLNH�'LDQD��EXW�\RX¶YH�FKHDWHG�RQ�PH�WRR��-XVW�LQ�
DQRWKHU�ZD\�́ �KH�VDLG� 
³:KDW�DUH�\RX�WDONLQJ�DERXW"´�-HVVLFD�DVNHG� 
³<RX�OLHG�WR�PH²WULHG�WR�WULFN�PH�́  
³7KDW¶V�ULGLFXORXV��,�MXVW�WKRXJKW�LI�,�ZDV�DOUHDG\�SUHJQDQW��\RX¶G�EH�
KDSS\�DERXW�KDYLQJ�D�EDE\�WRR�́  
³<RX�UHDOO\�WKRXJKW�WKDW"�%HFDXVH�LI�\RX�GLG��ZH¶UH�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�LQ�
FRPSOHWHO\�GL̆HUHQW�GLUHFWLRQV�́ �+H�ORRNHG�DW�KHU��KLV�PRXWK�VHW��
³<RX�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��-HVVLFD��WKLV�LV�QRW�QHJRWLDEOH�ZLWK�PH�́  
³1HJRWLDEOH"�:H¶UH�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�RQH�RI�\RXU�GDPQ�EXVLQHVV�
GHDOV��5LFKDUG��7KLV�LV�P\�OLIH�́  
+H�QRGGHG��³,�JHW�WKDW��%XW�ZH¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�P\�OLIH�WRR��6R�,�JXHVV�
\RX�KDYH�D�ELJ�GHFLVLRQ�WR�PDNH��:KLFK�LV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX"´ 
³:KDW�GR�\RX�PHDQ"´ 
³,W¶V�IDLUO\�REYLRXV��:KLFK�GR�\RX�ZDQW�PRUH²D�EDE\�RU�RXU�
PDUULDJH"´ 
6KH�ORRNHG�VWXQQHG��³$UH�\RX�WDONLQJ�DERXW�JHWWLQJ�GLYRUFHG"´ 
³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ��$P�,"´ 
³%HFDXVH�,�ZDQW�D�EDE\"´ 
³<RX�ZDQWLQJ�D�EDE\�MXVW�SRLQWV�RXW�KRZ�IDU�DSDUW�ZH¶YH�EHFRPH�́ �KH�
said. 
“God damn it, Richard. You can be such a cold bastard, you know 
WKDW"´ 
+H�KHOG�EDFN�D�UHVSRQVH��MXVW�ORRNHG�DW�KHU�DV�LI�KH�IHOW�QRWKLQJ� 
“I can’t believe you. I tell you I want to have your child and you kiss 
PH�R̆"´ 
³<RXU�VFUHDPLQJ�LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�KHOS�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�́ �5LFKDUG�VDLG��KLV�
YRLFH�FRRO�ZLWK�WKH�GHWDFKPHQW�KH�ZDV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�IHHO� 
)XU\�GLVWRUWHG�KHU�IHDWXUHV�DV�VKH�VSXQ�R̆�WKH�VWRRO�DQG�KHDGHG�RXW�
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RI�WKH�NLWFKHQ��KHU�VSLNHG�KHHOV�FODWWHULQJ�RQ�WKH�VODWH�ÀRRU��:KHQ�KH�
heard the bedroom door slam, he sighed. 
:KDWHYHU�KDSSHQHG��LW�ZDV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�EH�SUHWW\²-HVVLFD�ZRXOG�
PDNH�VXUH�RI�WKDW��%XW�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�KDQGOH��7KH�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�ZDV�
KH�IHOW�LQ�FRQWURO�RI�KLV�OLIH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�PRQWKV� 
+H�SRXUHG�KLPVHOI�VRPH�RI�WKH�&DEHUQHW�DQG�ZHQW�RYHU�WR�WKH�
UHIULJHUDWRU��+H�SXOOHG�RXW�WKH�ODPS�FKRSV�DQG�ZDONHG�RXWVLGH�WR�WKH�
patio to turn on the barbecue. 
As it heated, he stood at the railing and looked out at the city. It was 
cold and the Space Needle, standing tall in the night sky, was barely 
YLVLEOH��/LNH�KLP��LW�KDG�JRWWHQ�ORVW�LQ�WKH�IRJ��%XW�OLNH�KLP��LW�ZRXOG�
reappear. 
+H�VPLOHG�DW�WKH�LPDJH��,W�ZDV�SHUIHFW�
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Interview with an Artist 
Bray McDonald

She humbly admitted 
she could capture the azure in a Morning Glory 
DQG�VHFXUH�WKH�SLQN�IURP�WKH�EHOO\�RI�D�EDE\�ELUG� 
6KH�FRQIHVVHG�VKH�KDG�VFUDSHG�IURP�WKH�VN\ 
WKH�ZLQG�VZHSW�ZKLWH�RI�D�&LUUXV�&ORXG 
DQG�VLIWHG�EHLJH�IURP�D�VHD�ZDVKHG�EHDFK� 
 
She acknowledged she could make the sun rise 
OLNH�D�JHODWLQRXV�¿VK�H[WHQGLQJ�LWV�WHQWDFOHV�DFURVV�WKH�KRUL]RQ� 
6KH�FRQFHGHG�VKH�KDG�FDUYHG�WKH�VLOKRXHWWH�RI�WKH�PRRQ 
on a lover’s bedroom wall. 
She divulged that her desire to create 
ZDV�OLNH�D�VSULQNOLQJ�RI�VWDUV�RQ�D�ODYHQGHU�VN\� 
 
6KH�GLVFORVHG�VKH�KDG�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�WKH�FRORU�EOXH� 
6KH�VSRNH�RI�LW�DV�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�DEXVH 
DQG�VDLG�RQH�FRXOG�ÀD\�RQHVHOI�RQ�LWV�SDOHWWH� 
She admired its’ sad hue which she stressed 
could coat the heart with pity 
DQG�OHDYH�LQN�VPHDUV�RQ�WKH�PLQG� 
6KH�VDLG�EOXH�LV�WKH�FRORU�RI�VXUUHQGHU 
DQG�LW�FRXOG�VWDLQ�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�DQ\WKLQJ� 
 
7KHQ�VK\O\�VKH�VDLG�ZLWK�D�KLQW�RI�HPEDUUDVVPHQW� 
,W�VHHPV�LQGHFRURXV�IRU�D�SDLQWHU�WR�SDLQW 
DQG�PL[�WKHLU�FRORUV�ZLWK�IHHOLQJV� 
,I�P\�WUDGH�ZHUH�VHQWLPHQWV 
I’d be a poet. 
%XW�,¶P�D�SDLQWHU�DQG�,�RQO\�WRXFK�WKH�VXUIDFH� 
I only shade the skin.
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As My Mother Lay Dying 
Bray McDonald
As my Mother 
lay dying 
WKH�EUHDWK�ZHQW�RXW�RI�PH� 
 
What the mind understands 
LV�KDUG�IRU�WKH�KHDUW�WR�DFFHSW�
* 
I watched my Father 
KHU�IDLWKIXO�SDUWQHU 
IRU�VHYHQW\�\HDUV 
stoically hold his own despair at bay 
 
DV�KH�ZKLVSHUHG�ZRUGV�RI�ORYH 
DQG�FDUHVVHG�KHU�IHYHUHG�KHDG 
 
doing everything 
within his limited power 
to alleviate her pain.

* 
Can’t stop the anger 
despair 
FRPSOHWH�KRUURU�RI�OLIH� 
 
'RQ¶W�VD\�³ZDLW�D�PLQXWH´ 
DQG�H[FODLP�KRZ�EHDXWLIXO 
ZRQGHUIXO 
DQG�ZKDW�D�JLIW« 
 
Bullshit. 
It hurts 
 
almost 
all the time 
 
with need 
want 
and irretrievable loss. 
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Death in the Family 
Bray McDonald
Seeds scatter 
ZKHWKHU�FDOPO\�GURSSHG�RU�ZLQG�EORZQ� 
 
7KHUH�DUH�URRW�FOLQJHUV 
DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�IDOO�IDU�IURP�WKH�WUHH� 
 
Some are weakened 
IURP�ODFN�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�ZDWHU� 
 
Many desiccate in the sun 
ZKHQ�XQDEOH�WR�¿QG�VKHOWHU� 
 
6RPH�GURZQ�LQ�ÀRRGV 
ZKHQ�WKH\�FDQ�¿QG�QR�SODFH�WR�SODQW�WKHLU�IHHW� 
 
Seeds are things born to become 
and each loss is monumental. 
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Dead End Country Road 
Frank Jamison

It’s not where we go, it’s how we get there that counts. 
So said Elmer Glosson a long time ago as we drove, 
one hand on the wheel, down a dusty road like this one. 
 
7KH�VLJQ�DKHDG�UHDGV�'HDG�(QG��DV�LI�WR�VD\�,¶P�GRQH�IRU� 
It leans toward the ground, bullet holes over the Ds, 
The A pierced through its heart. 
 
2XU�FRXQW\�LV�IXOO�RI�VXFK�SODFHV��DQG�OLNH�D�JKRVW�,�KDXQW�WKHP� 
EXW�WKHQ�KDYHQ¶W�ZH�DOO�ZDONHG�D�URDG��IHOW�D�FKLOO� 
seen shadows ahead, shivered, and lengthened our stride?
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Running Girl 
Marcelle Thiébaux
Choking on rain and tears, Daisy ran. Was this the way? Everything looked 
different by night, the scattered lights blurring her eyes. Rain fell in gutters 
DQG�SRWKROHV��$VSKDOW�VWUHHWV�JOHDPHG�OLNH�EODFN�PLUURUV��1HHGOH�¿QH�GURSV�
pockmarked the puddles. Rain fell in rivers and canals all over the city of 
the sleeping and the dreamless dead. Loew’s Palace Theatre loomed like a 
OLW�XS�RFHDQ�OLQHU�DÀRDW��$�ELOOERDUG�IDFH�VPLOHG�GRZQ�DW�KHU��OLNH�D�WKUHDW�
$�QHZ�PDQ�ZDV�UXQQLQJ�IRU�WKH������&LW\�&RXQFLO��+LV�ZKLWH�KDLU�ÀRDWHG�
around his mammoth face that smiled straight at Daisy Rylska. His do-
gooder grin promised citizens he’d crack down on crime. Runaways 
and Jezebel whores like Daisy, an unwilling paid-for bimbo in her 
grandmother’s elite parlor house, this new man would lock them up. She 
kept going, out of breath. She hugged the storefronts, searching for a spot 
to lie down. Her teeth chattered and she shivered in her thin wool jacket, 
¿JKWLQJ�KHU�IHDU�RI�WKH�XQIULHQGO\�QLJKW�
She crouched on the wet mosaic of a sheltered storefront. It was an 
orthopedic shop. In the window a bone-pale mannequin like a dead woman 
modeled a truss, a brace and a crutch. Daisy stared at the thing in horror. 
Along Central Avenue, she scanned the darkened storefronts. Streetlamps 
shone dimly. A sandwich board offered “Macaroni and Cheese, 5 cents.” 
Rain hammered the ash cans outside the doorway of “Mott’s Cubicle Hotel. 
Hot Showers Fifty Cents.”
7KHQ�VKH�VDZ�LW��D�FRQVWHOODWLRQ�RI�ÀDVKLQJ�OLJKWEXOEV��7KH�*DUGHQLD�
Academy of Dance. Dancing Nitely. Talented Female Partners. Beads 
RI�OLJKW�UDFHG�WKURXJK�WKH�OHWWHUV�OLNH�EXEEOHV�LQ�D�ÀXWH�RI�VSHDNHDV\�
champagne. Smaller lights tricked out a second legend: No Women Patrons. 
Negroes Not Admitted.
'DLV\�PDGH�IRU�WKH�*DUGHQLD�HYHQ�DV�WKH�VLJQV�VSXWWHUHG�DQG�ZLQNHG�RXW��
It was past two o’clock. Dancing was over for the night. With her jacket 
pulled over her head she hopped across puddles and ran up the Avenue. The 
VWUHHW�GRRU�ZDV�VWLOO�RSHQ�DV�JLUOV�WURRSHG�GRZQ�WKH�VWHHS�ÀLJKW�IURP�WKH�
VHFRQG�ÀRRU�
A queenly beauty stepped gracefully down. Her silver T-strap shoes came 
into view, then her silk-stockinged knees, then a monkey-fur jacket of 
aquamarine blue. Her face of an odalisque appeared with a spit curl pasted 
WR�KHU�IRUHKHDG��DQG�RQH�RQ�HDFK�FKHHN��$�OHPRQ�FORFKH�¿WWHG�KHU�GDUN�KDLU�
like a helmet. Behind her hovered a whiskered gent in a bowler.
She smiled at Daisy. “Closed, honey.” Daisy stood aside, pressed to the wall 
to let the two pass.
“How do I get to see somebody? For work?” she asked the girl.
“Mr. Troyano is toting up the receipts.” The girl was an alluring brunette. 
$W�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�KHU�)ODPH�*OR�OLSV�MXWWHG�D�PROH��D�EHDXW\�VSRW��+HU�HVFRUW�
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glanced at Daisy, not giving her a second look, and she understood she was 
a half-drowned street rat.
8SVWDLUV�WKH�DLU�ZDV�GHQVH�ZLWK�WREDFFR�VPRNH��7KH�ER[�RI¿FH�VLJQ�WROG�
customers that a strip of tickets costing a dollar bought ten dances, each 
lasting a minute and a half. Ninety seconds. Another notice read, Featured 
7RQLWH��/DZUHQFH�/DPRQW�	�2UFK��$I¿[HG�WR�WKH�ZDOO�WKH�SHUPDQHQW�VLJQ�
printed in hard red letters warned, Improper Dancing Not Permitted.
Wet to the bone, Daisy sat on the steps to wait. She rummaged for her rouge 
and mirror to daub her wretched young face.
When at last Mr. Troyano spotted her from under his green eyeshade, he 
LQYLWHG�KHU�WR�ZDLW�LQ�KLV�FOXWWHUHG�RI¿FH��+H�OHW�KHU�VLW�KDOI�DQ�KRXU��+H�ZHQW�
on chomping his cigar, hitting the adding machine, before he looked at her. 
His black tie hung loose. He wore a rumpled tuxedo jacket and his
belly was slack, but Daisy could tell he thought himself a prince of a fellow, 
a boon to womankind with his position of power, his dark long eyelashes, 
and chin dimple deep as a bullet hole.
“What can I do for you, sweetheart?” As if he didn’t know.
“I’m a good dancer, and I’d like to work here.” She’d never asked for a job 
before. The only dancing she had done was in her room before her mirror 
and at two of her grandmother’s parties.
“What kind experience you got?” Daisy hoped this was pure gab. There 
FRXOGQ¶W�EH�PXFK�PRUH�WR�GDQFLQJ�DW�WKH�*DUGHQLD�WKDQ�WURWWLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�
ÀRRU�IRU�KRXUV�
“Lots,” Daisy lied. “Tea dances at the clubs, the pavilions, the Jersey shore. 
I usually look real good but I got rained on.” She sneezed into the sleeve of 
her scotch plaid jacket.
³,�FDQ�VHH�WKDW�´�+H�SXIIHG�KLV�FLJDU��³*R�KRPH��*HW�¿[HG�XS��%H�KHUH�DW�
¿YH�WKLUW\�VKDUS�WRPRUURZ�DQG�ZH¶OO�VHH�´
Daisy cast him a wan smile. “I don’t live around here, Mr. Troyano. That 
hotel a few doors down….” She blinked rapidly. “Is Mott’s Cubicle Hotel a 
nice place?” A cubicle sounded cozy.
“You ever seen a chicken wire cubicle?”
“Chicken wire? Like a birdcage?”
Rudy Troyano did not respond to the pitiful ignorance of this question. 
³7KDW��IRU�\RXU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LV�D�ÀRSKRXVH��&KLFNHQ�ZLUH�FHLOLQJV�DQG�
partitions so’s nobody climbs in on you. Your clientele in a cubicle hostelry 
is not choice.” He shoved up his eyeshade. “Mattress has one sheet, and 
you can bet it don’t get sent out to the weekly Chinee. No pillow. Plenty of 
FUDZOLQJ�QLJKWOLIH��EHGEXJV��ÀHDV��\RX�SLFN�XS�D�IRUHLJQ�GLVHDVH�ZDONLQJ�
through the door.”
'DLV\�UHIXVHG�WR�ÀLQFK��+H�PXVW�WKLQN�VKH�ZDV�JUHHQ�DV�JUDVV�
“And you’re how old? We can’t have any girl here who’ll get us in trouble 
with Juvenile
Protection.”
“Eighteen,” she said, prompt and brassy.
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Rudy sized up this information with a twist of the eyebrow. “Well, sister, 
you better stick to that story. What’s your name?”
Her name! She froze. She couldn’t make it easy for the police to track her. 
Her grandmother would sic them on her like bulldogs. She thought fast. 
Cora. Mildred. What sounded right?
“Okay, look,” said Rudy Troyano, not unkindly. “You can tell me later. The 
girls here go by professional names. To me, you look like a—” He narrowed 
KLV�¿QH��EODFN�H\HV�IULQJHG�ZLWK�ODVKHV�ORYHO\�DV�D�JLUO¶V��³/LNH�D�%ORQGLH��
Tomorrow you come for an interview and if you work here, your name is 
Blondie.”
With blank shock, Daisy took in her new funny-paper persona. Blondie 
Boopadoop.
He scrawled on a pad, tore off the sheet. “Mrs. Rumble runs a decent 
boarding house on Vroom Street. Tell her Mr. T. sent you.”
Daisy showed up the next afternoon at 5:29, a vampy jazz honey. She’d 
slept ten hours, done her hair, and pulled out a baby-blue silk pongee tea 
gown, sleek on the hipbones and plunging at the throat. Mr. Troyano raked 
her over with his bedroom eyelashes and hired her, no questions asked.
She was taken in hand by the luscious girl she’d seen on the stairs in the 
blue monkey fur. On orders from the management, she showed Daisy the 
ropes. Her artist’s name was DeLyria.
“So you’re Blondie. Perfect for you.” She looked hard at Daisy. “We ever 
met?” She looked hard at Daisy.
Terror gripped Daisy’s neck. This DeLyria could’ve been one of her 
grandmother’s weekend extras.
“No, I guess not.” DeLyria said and Daisy breathed again. “Now this here’s 
the lounge.”
They hauled a couple of folding chairs to one end of the barn-like dressing-
room by the metal lockers. The lounge smelled muskily of girls. A long 
makeup table extended in front of the mirrors. Jars, cotton balls, combs and 
hairpins, pots of brilliantine and hair curlers littered the table. A staticky 
UDGLR�MDEEHUHG��*LUOV�VZDUPHG�DW�WKH�PLUURUV��SXWWLQJ�RQ�PDNHXS��\DNNLQJ��
cussing, gossiping about the patrons, the suckers, the spenders, the mashers. 
They smoked, ate sandwiches. They sprayed on scent. They postured and 
studied their fannies in the mirror.
“Here we go,” said DeLyria. “We stick to our showgirl names on the job, so 
whatever your real name is, that’s between you and payroll. Want a smoke?” 
They lit up.
DeLyria smiled, her wet teeth carnivorously lovely. “Honey, you’re a 
looker, you’ll do real good. You’ll get the boys riled up, and if you wanted 
\RX�FRXOG������´�6KH�ÀLFNHG�'DLV\�D�TXHVWLRQLQJ�ORRN�
Daisy didn’t say anything, so DeLyria went on. “Okay, your choice. Now 
we are a select hall. Ten cents a dance, and you get half. Main thing patrons 
ZDQW�LV�D�JLUO�WR�EH�SHSS\�´�6KH�VHW�GRZQ�KHU�FLJDUHWWH�DQG�ÀXIIHG�XS�'DLV\¶V�
curls with a brush. “Cute,” she said.
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DeLyria had style. Her headache-band of scarlet and gold lamé set off her 
dark bob. Her vermilion dress cut low and short. When she smiled, which 
ZDV�DOO�WKH�WLPH��KHU�WHHWK�ÀDVKHG�KRW�VLJQDOV��6KH�JDUWHU�UROOHG�KHU�VLON�
stockings to the knee. Crossing her legs, she bared strong white thighs. And 
she had that zesty brown chocolate-drop of a beauty mark at the corner of 
her mouth.
“You’ll feel a thrill,” she said, “when you get your money. You can make 
WKLUW\�¿YH��IRUW\�GROODUV�D�ZHHN��SOXV�DQ\�WLSV�\RX�FDQ�VTXHH]H�RXW�RI�WKH�
men. You won’t get that doing piecework in a girdle factory.”
Forty dollars. It was like a rush of skunk. All the money she owned she’d 
tucked in her bandeau between her breasts and it wasn’t forty bucks.
DeLyria beamed knowingly. She took a last drag on her cigarette and 
crushed it out. “You can have romance. The fellas heap it on. I get what I 
can off the suckers who date me. Now, honey, you ready to have fun?” She 
reached for a jar of Hinds and slathered her elbows.
³<HV�´�VDLG�'DLV\��WHUUL¿HG�ZLWK�HODWLRQ�
“Okay then, there’s the sex.” DeLyria smirked. “If you want—”
In a panic, Daisy looked down to straighten her stocking seams. “What 
about knowing dance steps to teach the patrons?”
“Hogwash.” DeLyria laughed. “Only the gullibles think they’re paying for 
lessons. Academy makes it sound respectable like a school, instead of a 
pickup joint where they can paw you for a dime. You don’t need to hoof it 
like Joan Crawford. You seen any of her movies? Well, never mind, you get 
by with a foxtrot, a monkey hop. Cuddle-dancing if you want to hit up your 
¿VK�IRU�WLSV�´
Daisy swung her gaze across the room, where a girl rouged her knees and 
nipples. The starting bell rang.
“Six o’clock hustle, Blondie honey, we gotta get our sweet asses on the 
ÀRRU�´�'H/\ULD�EHDPHG�KHU�FRQWDJLRXV�VPLOH�RQ�'DLV\��³<RX¶UH�WKH�QHZ�
girl. You’ll be the sensation until the next fresh punk comes in. Then you 
JRWWD�XVH�\RXU�VH[�D�ORW�PRUH�WR�KRRN�WKH�¿VK��<RX�JRW�QLFH�KDLU��LV�WKDW�
blondined or natural?”
'DLV\�VWRRG�DW�WKH�HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�KDOI�GDUNHQHG�GDQFH�ÀRRU��7LQ\�OLJKW�
EXOEV�SXQFWXUHG�WKH�VKDGRZV��$UWL¿FLDO�JDUGHQLDV�WZLQHG�WKH�PLUURUHG�
columns and a mirrored ball turned on the ceiling, catching the lights and 
transforming the dancehall into a lovely trashy fairyland.
She halted, dazzled. DeLyria gave her a push toward the meatbox, the 
FRUQHU�ZKHUH�WKH�JLUOV�ZDLWHG�IRU�SDUWQHUV��³*R�DKHDG��%ORQGLH��'RQ¶W�
forget. Pep. Zip. It’s what counts!”
DeLyria whirled off, grabbed by one of her gruff steadies. Daisy walked to 
the corner hung with crêpe paper. Coveys of girls posed, thrusting their hips 
and legs like Hollywood beach-babes. They laughed, quacked, clamored for 
attention. Halfway to the meatbox, Daisy looked into the jack-o-lantern face 
RI�D�KXONLQJ�ER\�ZKRVH�IRUHKHDG�VSRUWHG�D�¿HOG�RI�ULSH�SLPSOHV�
“You taken?” he mumbled. When she smiled, he tore off a ticket which she 
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tucked in the top of her stocking like the other girls. She opened her arms to 
the boy who said he was Billy. His damp hand clasped hers and he crunched 
her to his groin. She waltzed round and round, like a slice of decorated cake 
RQ�WKH�UHYROYLQJ�SDVWU\�VWDQG�LQ�6HUHQD¶V�$OO�1LWH�*ULOO�
Breathless, she followed Billy’s stumbling footwork. No question of 
teaching him to dance. She fell in with his efforts until Lawrence Lamont’s 
RUFKHVWUD�SOD\HG�D�VDVV\�ÀRXULVK�DQG�VWRSSHG�WKH�PXVLF��(YHU\RQH�VFXUULHG�
WR�¿QG�DQRWKHU�SDUWQHU��%LOO\�WRUH�RII�D�WLFNHW�DQG�ERXJKW�'DLV\¶V�QH[W�GDQFH�
Plunged in her new life, Daisy swam the deeps of the dance hall. She let 
KHUVHOI�EH�VZDOORZHG�LQ�D�ÀX[�RI�ZDUP�ERGLHV��WREDFFR��VWDOH�SHUIXPH��DQG�
male need. Dancing was better than running. She took on a different man 
every ninety seconds. She could pivot, shimmy and hop as if she meant it. 
This was how a running girl stayed alive.
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Holding it Together 
Alita Pirkopf
 I.

Wire mesh netting holds the breaking mountains together,
RU�VHHPV�PHDQW�WR��1RW�RQO\�WKH�XVXDO�IUHH]LQJ��WKDZLQJ��DJH�
EXW�¿UH�DQG�ÀRRG�ORRVHQ�WKH�FUXPEO\�DQG�URFN\�PRXQWDLQV�

Boulders bounce onto the mountain highway.
5DLQ�ULVHQ�ULYHUV�ÀRRG�DODUPLQJO\��DERYH�DQG�XQGHU
WKH�URDGZD\²ZLGHQHG�VLQFH�RXU�IRUPHU�VNL�WULSV�

 II.

0DQ\�RI�XV�GHVFHQGHG�SHUPDQHQWO\�IURP�PRXQWDLQ�WHUULWRU\
WR�OLYH�RQ�WKH�ÀDW�ODQGV²WR�IDFH�RXU�WLPH��ZLWK�LWV�GLVHDVHV
and wars, below the ski slopes, alpine sanitariums.

 III.

,VRODWHG�E\�WKH�SDQGHPLF�QRZ��DQG�EHIRUH�FUXPEOLQJ�
EHLQJ�ZDVKHG��ZDIWHG��DZD\��ZH�DJDLQ�VHHN�QHZ�WHUULWRU\�
WKH�KLJK�JURXQG��,�WDNH�ERRNV�IURP�P\�VKHOYHV��GXVW�XV�R̆�

and travel mostly by mind, delving deeply into enclosed ideas,
PLQH�LQ�P\�KHDG��DQG�RWKHUV¶�LQ�ODUJH�ERXQG�YROXPHV²
WKDW�FRQWDLQ�VR�PXFK�,�PLVVHG�PLJKWLO\�WKH�¿UVW�JR�DURXQG�

7KLV�LV�P\�HVFDSH�DQG�P\�GHOLJKW��,�¿QG�P\VHOI��DQG�,�¿QG
RWKHUV²IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��RQ�WKURXJK
to the present. I see ideas helping to hold us together.

A cluster. Outside news reports actually bombard us:
Bees survived in their hives under lava outpourings.
We must try too. To stop up holes and live on honey.
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Crows 
Nicolette Reim
%ODFN�ZLQJV�ÀDSSLQJ�WKRXVDQGV 
RI�\HDUV�DJR��FRQVROLQJ��SHUKDSV� 
WKLV�ÀRFN�PLUURULQJ�WLPH��4XLUN\� 
come and go, illuminated in bright 
VNLHV��-HUN\��VWUXWWLQJ�XS�EHORZ 
WR�OHIWRYHU�RXWGRRU�UHVWDXUDQW�IULHV� 
&ODLPHUV�RI�EDWWOH�FU\�UHPDLQV� 
WKH\�SUHIHU�FUDFNHG�ZDOQXWV��PDWH 
IRU�OLIH��0HDVXUHV�RI�GDUNQHVV��JULHI� 
constant, seem immune to change, 
black birds in the sky, beneath 
we are writing the same story. 
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How Amateurs Look at Nebulae 
Glenn Entis
Amateur astronomers 
WU\�WR�GH¿QH 
ZKHUH�FORXGV�RI�KRW�YDSRU 
begin, and when and where 
they might end 
 
That is not 
how unbridled heat 
SOD\V�RXW�LQ�WKH�KHDYHQV² 
 
LW�WKUREV�DQG�LW�VKLIWV 
radiates into the void 
GH¿HV�SUHGLFWLRQ�DQG�IRUP« 
 
Oh, young amateur 
with your scopes 
and your spectrums 
SXW�DOO�WKRXJKW�RI�PHDVXUH�EHKLQG 
just bask in the glory 
RI�D�OLJKW 
VR�EHDXWLIXO�\RX�FRXOG�VWDUH 
WUDQV¿[HG 
IRU�D�OLIHWLPH 
yet so distant that you 
ZLOO�QHYHU�IHHO 
its warmth.
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Argument
Ivanov Reyez

You’re a corner and a cigarette,  
The heated mouth greeting me,  
The lilac lips wrinkled and pale.  
You’re a jukebox still with coins.  
 
In smoke and tears  
Your honey eyes mean nothing.  
The weakest kiss  
Will not incite the strongest passion,  
As you would want.  
$�WRXFK�LV�QRW�D̆HFWLRQ�� 
An icicle not winter,  
$�¿W�QRW�UHVROXWLRQ�� 
,�ZLOO�QRW�EHFRPH�WKH�ÀRRG� 
<RXU�¿QJHU�WDS�H[SHFWV�� 
 
So dying we meet,  
1RW�D�TXLYHU�OHIW�� 
%XW�ZKLOH�\RX�VHOI�GHVWUXFW²� 
Your back to me in bed,  
Your head under blankets,  
<RXU�QDLOV�ELWWHQ�WR�WKH�EORRG²� 
,�TXLHWO\�UHDG�DQG�ZDLW� 
For air, cloud, and sunshine.
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Looking for Me 
Cat Thompson Wyatt

When I refer to my father and mother, I am referring to the people 
who adopted me at birth, put a roof over my head, food on the table, 
and clothes on my back, no matter how dysfunctional our family 
was. 
I am looking at an old samsonite caramel leather suitcase. The handle is 
missing, the brown leather seams bulging, and the dark brown leather 
edged trim dangles partially unstitched, as if the memories and the 
photographs within are begging to be explored. My mother gave me this 
suitcase the day I set sail, going south to who knows where. It was as if 
VKH�ZDV�VD\LQJ�KHU�¿QDO�JRRG�E\H�WR�PH��,�GRQ¶W�HYHU�UHPHPEHU�VHHLQJ�WKH�
suitcase, it must have been well hidden, because I was a very inquisitive, 
snoopy child. If I open it, what will I be looking for? Me? Or will I be 
RSHQLQJ�3DQGRUD¶V�%R["�%XW�WKHUH�PD\�EH�D�FKDQFH�RI�¿QGLQJ�WKH�HOXVLYH�
3RW�RI�*ROG�DW�UDLQERZ¶V�HQG��LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�PH��'HFLGLQJ�WR�RSHQ�WKH�
suitcase, I hesitate for just a moment, then try to slowly open it, but the 
ODWFKHV�VSULQJ�RSHQ�VQDSSLQJ�P\�¿QJHUV��³2XFK��7KDW�6WLQJV�´�7DNLQJ�D�
GHHS�EUHDWK��KRSLQJ�,¶OO�¿QG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�RU�SKRWRV�RI�P\�ELUWK�IDPLO\�
– missing pieces of my life. I know for a fact that I was not abandoned, that 
I had been adopted at birth. I had parents.  
Tipping the suitcase, a plethora of black and white photos- some yellowing, 
some curling from age, some like they were recently taken, and even some 
approximately 100 years old spilled out. Maybe they were anxious to be 
seen or known. You can tell that these photos had been stored for many, 
many years, because they have that odd smell of dried mildew, are warped, 
different in size, shape, and color from current days. Newspaper articles 
from the 1920’s, school annuals, Big Band dance programs, a woman’s 
diary from 1922, memories, but whose memories? They certainly aren’t 
mine!  
Having no living elders to ask about the memorabilia in the suitcase, I 
continue methodically, but tentatively extend my arm, my hand trembles as 
I reach inside for a photograph that I think might be me. No, that’s not me; 
and then I pick up another photo, no that’s not me either, a little voice from 
within me says. I fear that speaking out loud, about the missing pieces in 
my past might break the long silence that seems haunting and elusive.  
My parents were always truthful, insisting I know from my earliest 
recollections that I was adopted. As a child, age three, adopted is just a 
word–and like all children of three, I was full of innocence and trust and 
the word adopted, just another word in my vocabulary.  
Closing my eyes, I again reach into the suitcase searching for a clue of my 
past. I catch a glimpse of a leather-bound journal lying beneath a plethora 



134

of photographs. Reaching down I feel a soft, yet strong, journal, chaffed 
only at the farthest edges. It seems elegant with gold cursive on the cover. 
Someone has taken great care of it. You don’t see this type of journal 
nowadays; it must be very old. Carefully opening the journal, some of the 
pages crumble on to a mound of photographs, as if incinerating evidence of 
VRPHRQH¶V�SDVW��0LQH"�,�¿QG�GDWHV��SODFHV��SKRWRV��DQG�RWKHU�PHPRUDELOLD�
EXW�,�GRQ¶W�UHFRJQL]H�DQ\�RI�LW��$QG�WKHQ��,�¿QG�D�EDE\¶V�SRUWUDLW�LQ�D�
christening gown – not me; a picture of a Celilo Indian precariously 
SHUFKHG�RQ�D�¿VK�ODGGHU�RYHU�&HOLOR�)DOOV�±�EHIRUH�WKH�IDOOV�ZHUH�GHVWUR\HG��
a photograph of six men seated at a picnic table drinking what appears to 
be beer from bottles; and several other photographs of unfamiliar faces. 
At this point, I think my mother has given me someone else’s suitcase. 
But wait a minute–who is this cute, chubby little girl with blonde ringlets 
holding a rose? “It’s me!” I exclaim, eagerly anticipating that this might be 
moving in the right direction–but it isn’t the missing pieces I’m looking for. 

Finding a picture of my Aunt Hazel–a slightly built woman with a big nose 
and an even bigger heart, brings back warm memories of special eggnog 
she made just for me. My aunt traveled to Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, 
and East Pakistan staying approximately two years. Returning home 
Aunt Hazel turned it into a wondrous and educational adventure for me. 
And here is a photo of me opening an ornately carved wooden trunk. 
Her trunks, always brimming full of rare, unique, unusual treasures. 
Pulling treasures from her trunks one at a time, she’d tell me stories of 
her adventures in exotic places. The smell of incense and spices lingered 
long after the trunk had been opened. Holding the photo, I paused waiting, 
thinking if I took a deep breath, I would smell the incense and spices or 
hear her voice telling me about her latest adventure. But there wasn’t any 
explanation, only silence.  
5HWXUQLQJ�P\�IRFXV�EDFN�WR�WKH�VXLWFDVH��,�¿QG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�PH�DW�WKH�DJH�
of nine, because the handwritten note on the back says it is me and my 
age. This is also when a couple unsettling events took place in my life. My 
aunt adopted two young girls, and my grandmother died at the dinner table 
ULJKW�QH[W�WR�PH��$QG�LW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�P\�OLIH�,�EHJDQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
what the word adoption meant. Previously, I thought adoption meant 
paying a lot of money to buy children who didn’t have parents and lived 
in orphanages. I never thought of myself being that kind of adopted. My 
parents bought me at the hospital; I wasn’t abandoned, and I wasn’t alone 
I had my grandmother. And, in my nine-year old mind I reasoned that the 
untimely death of my grandmother was the stress from my new cousins. It 
is amazing how through a child’s eyes their mind works.  
Soon after my new cousins adoption, I began to wonder about my “real” 
mother. Sometimes, I fantasized my “real” mother was a movie star, 
her career too busy to care properly for me. I was a great storyteller of 
grandiose stories. One of my assignments in seventh grade was to write 
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about my parents and then read it aloud from the front of the class. Clearing 
my throat, I read that my “real” father died on the warship USS Arizona, 
when it was bombed in Pearl Harbor. I was born in 1945 - Pearl Harbor was 
December 1941, but I truly wanted to believe the story I was had written 
and was sharing with my classmates.  
I just found a picture of my father sitting in the breakfast nook reading 
the morning newspaper before he would start calling neighbors, friends, 
or my aunts to see who he could send me off for the weekend, holiday, or 
summer vacation. Finding some other photos reminds me of my childhood, 
when I craved attention and looked for love in “all the wrong places.” 
Dysfunctional families existed but weren’t recognized, just hidden like 
“closet drunks.” 
What’s this envelope? I notice a doctor’s name and return address, 
postmarked 1945, maybe there is some relationship between the doctor and 
P\�³ELUWK�PRWKHU�́ �2SHQLQJ�WKH�HQYHORSH��SLHFHV�RI�UHFHLSWV�GULIW��ÀRDWLQJ�
on the air currents surrounding me and onto the oriental rug. I gather the 
SLHFHV��PDWFKLQJ�WKH�IUDLO�HGJHV��¿WWLQJ�WKH�FUXPEOLQJ�SLHFHV�WRJHWKHU�OLNH�D�
MLJVDZ�SX]]OH�LQ�LWV�¿QDO�DQWLFLSDWRU\�VWDJH�RI�FRPSOHWLRQ��$V�,�GR�,�UHDOL]H�
these receipts are for an unnamed patient’s care with my parent’s name as a 
reference. I never asked my parents, and my parents didn’t share.  
7KURXJK�WKH�\HDUV�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�¿QG�P\�ELUWK�SDUHQWV�KDV�EHHQ�QRQH[LVWHQW��
It is not abandonment nor is it an aloneness that sets adoptees apart from 
others. Adoptees make their lives as good or a bad as we choose but it is 
our choice.  
My grown children have questions now about their biological family’s 
medical and ancestral history of which I don’t have the answers. So, as I 
VLIW�WKURXJK�WKH�SKRWRJUDSKV��,�DP�DOVR�¿OWHULQJ�WKURXJK�PHPRULHV�RI�P\�
childhood, searching for that one special person that might look like me. I 
VHQVH�,�DP�JHWWLQJ�FORVH�WR�¿QGLQJ�WKDW�PLVVLQJ�OLQN±SHUKDSV�D�SKRWRJUDSK�
of my birth mother or birth father but something inside me stills my actions 
and I close the suitcase, putting it away for some other rainy day, maybe  
in May.
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Bam! 
Rob Cook

5D\¶V�WKH�NLQG�RI�JX\ 
you’d want to know come the apocalypse. 
6XUYLYHV�R̆�WKH�ODQG�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�,GDKR 
KXQWLQJ��¿VKLQJ��SDQQLQJ�IRU�JROG� 
Doesn’t talk much. 
1RW�UHDO�IRQG�RI�SHRSOH� 
/LYHV�RXW�RI�DQ�59 
ZLWK�5XE\�KLV�WKLUG�ZLIH� 
not on speaking terms 
with the other two 
or his children. 
 
But at the Lolo Montana round dance, 
he loves her rockabilly skirt, 
how it swirls as she twirls. 
The cuer calls a double hitch. 
7KH\¶UH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�LW 
ZKHQ�WKH�ERPE�JRHV�R̆� 
 
Ray hits the ground, 
pulls Ruby down 
to protect her. 
 
+H¶V�LQ�,UDT 
on patrol with 
KLV�EHVW�IULHQG�.\OH 
when the IED takes him. 
 
+H�RSHQV�KLV�H\HV� 
There’s music playing, 
people standing over them. 
Someone breaks the tension with a laugh. 
You OK there, buddy? Had us worried. 
That speaker pop damn near 
gave you a heart attack. 
 
Ruby takes his hand, helps him up. 
It’s OK, hon. Let’s get you home.
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For Cian Fallon, who always  
comes back. 
DS Maolalai
,�KDYHQ¶W�KHDUG�IURP�\RX 
in a while again.
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Dream 
Rick McKenzie
She heard the call 
RI�D�EORRG�UHG�ORRQ� 
and so she went out 
into the road. 
She looked up and down 
under the sky. 
She saw where the blood goes. 
7R�WKLV�GD\�VKH�IROORZV�LW�
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Throw Me A Line 
Stephen Scarano

\HVWHUGD\�WKHUH�ZDV�WKLV�EULHI�IDQWDV\�DERXW� 
IDOOLQJ�LQWR�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK� 
VRPH�DQRQ\PRXV�EXW�QHHG\�SHUVRQ��ÀRXQGHULQJ��ÀDLOLQJ�� 
IHHOV�FRPSHOOHG�WR�\HOO� 
Throw Me A Line  
DQG�VR�EHLQJ�WKH�OLIHJXDUG�L�RQFH�ZDV� 
immediately yelled back/without apologies to Robert Service  
There Are Strange Things Done In The Midnight Sun etc  
or maybe/sorry, Bob Frost  
Two Roads Diverged In A ....  
DQG�WKXV�QHDWO\�H̆HFWHG�WKH�UHVFXH�
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I Lay Here All Winter 

Iris Litt
7KH�LPDJHV�IRUVRRN�PH 
abandoned me cold. 
They don’t care 
what time it is. 
It’s 5 a.m. 
Outside the air 
is zero degrees. 
I cough, I sneeze, 
,�IUHH]H�ZLWK�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG� 
I lay here all winter 
XQGHU�P\�NLQG�TXLOW 
but no images came. 
I couldn’t write 
and I lay here all winter. 
My heartbeat is very slow. 
)LQDOO\��VORZ�QHZ�VZLQJV�RI�WKH�KHDUW� 
It beats slowly, my heart, 
like some 
jungle drums. 
Where the images go 
,�KDYH�WR�IROORZ�

Poet Iris Litt passed away this past May. She died peacefully in her sleep at 
the age of 94 and was writing up until the very end. She would be delighted 
to know that this poem was being published.
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The Light in New Mexico 

John Dorroh
 
1. 
 
You are canyon and sky, 
ERWWRPOHVV�FXSV�RI�SROHR�WHD 
I drink you with morning light 
 
IDOO�LQWR�SXUSOH�VKDGRZV� 
 
waiting 
 
IRU�WKH�URSH�WR�OLIW�XV�XS� 
0RYH�DZD\�IURP�VQDNH�VNLQV 
and cactus jelly into cold dark 
VWUHDPV��LQWR�GUDJRQÀ\�JXOOHWV� 
 
I am rock gone wild, open air 
and closed in spaces, alternating 
like electric current, like the light 
in New Mexico where sun throbs, 
SXOVDWLQJ�VXQÀRZHUV� 
 
It is what we accept, what we worship, 
what we swallow. 
 
2. 
 
The rental car breathes dry air, 
LQÀDWHG�WLUHV�VLQJLQJ�DJDLQVW�GDUN�JUD\ 
asphalt. I am canyoned here. 
WLQ\�PDQ�HVFDSLQJ�IURP�FLW\VFDSHV 
WR�SH\RWH�DQG�ULE�KDSS\�MDFN�UDEELWV� 
OL]DUGV�DQG�VFRUSLRQV�ZKR�ZDLW�IRU�PH� 
 
My room must be scoured with smudge, 
ODYHQGHU��VDJH��GHVLJQDWHG�DV�SODFH�RI�SUD\HU 
DQG�TXLHW�SHDFH�
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Navajo Collecting Trip 1978 
Katharine L. McKenna
0\�KDLU�ZKLSV�LQ�WKH�KRW�ZLQG��EORZQ�LQ�WKH�ZLGH�RSHQ�SDVVHQJHU�
VLGH�ZLQGRZ�RI�WKH�&KHY\�6XEXUEDQ��:H�DUH�UDFLQJ�D�WKXQGHUVWRUP�
across the Navajo Reservation near the Utah Strip, kicking up dust 
clouds as we jounce along the rutted road. The storm is visible, a 
PRXQWDLQ�KLJK��EODFN�NQRWWHG�FORXG�FKDVLQJ�XV��DOPRVW�RYHUWDNLQJ�
XV��,W¶V�D�EOD]LQJ�QLQHW\�¿YH�GHJUHHV�RXW�LQ�WKH�KLJK�GHVHUW�DQG�
ZH�KDYH�QR�DLU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ��,�FDQ�IHHO�WKH�EDURPHWULF�SUHVVXUH�
FKDQJLQJ�DQG�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�FDQ�KDSSHQ²D�FORXGEXUVW��D�SRXQGLQJ�
UDLQ«�,¶P�ULGLQJ�ZLWK�'DQ�&URZH��WKH�H[KLELWV�PDQDJHU�RI�WKH�
0XVHXP�RI�1RUWKHUQ�$UL]RQD��DQG�1HLO�*RRGZLQ��D�¿OP�GLUHFWRU�
DQG�SURGXFHU�ZKR�LV�DORQJ�IRU�WKH�ULGH��'DQ�LV�DERXW�WKLUW\�DQG�KDV�
D�PRS�RI�FXUO\��EORQG�KDLU��+H¶V�D�JRRG�GULYHU�DQG�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�
NQRZOHGJHDEOH��1HLO�LV�ROGHU��PD\EH�WKLUW\�HLJKW��EDOGLQJ��DQG�D�
TXLHW��WKRXJKWIXO��DQG�REVHUYDQW�JHQWOHPDQ��1HLO��D�1RYD�SURGXFHU�
IURP�%RVWRQ��LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�D�GRFXPHQWDU\�DERXW�WKH�
Navajo and has joined the trip. I am in excellent company. 
We are aiming to hit three more trading posts today to collect 
1DYDMR�DUWV�DQG�FUDIWV��³7KHVH�GLUW�URDGV�EHFRPH�D�QLJKWPDUH�
DIWHU�D�UDLQVWRUP�́ �'DQ�ZDUQV��³:H�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�ZRRO�
UXJV�WR�JHW�ZHW�́ �,�WXUQ�DURXQG�DQG�ORRN�DW�WKH�UHDU�RI�WKH�FDU��,W¶V�
packed high with Navajo rugs, baskets, jewelry, pottery, and skeins 
RI�KDQGVSXQ�ZRRO��WRWDOLQJ�D�YDOXH�RI�����������6RPH�SLHFHV�DUH�
destined to become prizewinners at the Annual Navajo Arts and 
&UDIWV�([KLELWLRQ�DW�WKH�0XVHXP�RI�1RUWKHUQ�$UL]RQD�LQ�)ODJVWD̆��,�
WXUQ�EDFN�DURXQG��JUDE�DQ�LF\�3HSVL�IURP�WKH�FRROHU��DQG�WDNH�LQ�WKH�
YLVWD��PLOHV�RI�UHG�EXWWHV�DQG�VDQGVWRQH�FOL̆V��VFUXE�YHJHWDWLRQ�DQG�
VDQG²1DYDMRODQG��6RPHWKLQJ�FDOOHG�PH�KHUH��SURSHOOHG�PH�LQWR�WKH�
West. Was I escaping or seeking? Sometimes you don’t know until 
\RX�ILQLVK�\RXU�TXHVW��:DV�,�I OHHLQJ�WKH�(DVW�DQG�OLIH�DV�,�KDG� 
NQRZQ�LW"�,�GURSSHG�RXW�RI�FROOHJH�EDFN�(DVW�DQG�XQGHUWRRN�WKLV�
MRXUQH\�RQ�LQVWLQFW��WR�VDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�SUHFLRXV�LQ�P\VHOI��:DV�P\�
instinct right?

* * *
<HVWHUGD\�ZH�SDFNHG�WKH�&KHY\�6XEXUEDQ�ZLWK�FDPS�JHDU�DQG�IRRG�
LQ�D�FRROHU�IRU�RXU�WULS�DQG�KHDGHG�RXW��1HLO�DVNV�XQXVXDO�TXHVWLRQV�
DERXW�WKH�UHVHUYDWLRQ��DQG�,�OLVWHQ�WR�'DQ¶V�DQVZHUV��1HLO¶V�IDWKHU��
Grenville Goodwin, was an anthropologist, an expert on Western 
Apache in the 1930s, and lived among them on the San Carlos 
$SDFKH�5HVHUYDWLRQ��GRFXPHQWLQJ�WKHLU�VWRULHV�DQG�ZD\�RI�OLIH��+H�
KDG�KHDUG�DERXW�D�ZLOG�UHFOXVH�EDQG�RI�$SDFKH�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�
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surrender with Geronimo, but instead they burrowed deeply into the 
6LHUUD�0DGUH�0RXQWDLQV��+H�ZHQW�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�WKLV�ZLOG�JURXS�DQG�
IRXQG�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�UHFHQW�HQFDPSPHQW�EXW�QR�$SDFKH��+H�ZURWH�
VHYHUDO�ERRNV�RQ�WKH�$SDFKH�EHIRUH�KH�GLHG�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�WKLUW\�WZR� 
Dan packs large plastic bags to wrap the wool rugs in to keep them 
GU\��)RU�¿YH�GD\V�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�FROOHFW�UXJV��EDVNHWV��ZRRO�VNHLQV��
DQG�VLOYHU�MHZHOU\�IURP�WUDGLQJ�SRVWV�XS�RQ�WKH�1DYDMR�5HVHUYDWLRQ��
FULVVFURVVLQJ�IURP�RQH�SRVW�WR�DQRWKHU��ORJJLQJ�LQ�RYHU�VL[�KXQGUHG�
PLOHV�RI�GLUW�URDG��'DQ�KDV�GRQH�WKLV�EHIRUH��NQRZV�ZKHUH�KH¶V�JRLQJ��
and is completely at home and relaxed in his driving. Since there are 
VR�IHZ�KRWHOV�WR�VSHDN�RI��ZH�FDPS�RXW�DORQJ�GLUW�WUDFNV�WKDW�YHHU�R̆�
into the piñon trees, even though camping is not really allowed 
without a permit. We do not bring any alcohol, as this is strictly 
prohibited on the reservation. Our campsite is simple: sleeping bags 
RQ�WKH�JURXQG�QH[W�WR�D�FRROHU�¿OOHG�ZLWK�IRRG�IRU�EUHDNIDVW�DQG�
VLPSOH�GLQQHUV��$IWHU�ZH�PDNH�FDPS�1HLO�JRHV�R̆�E\�KLPVHOI�WR�
UHFRUG�KLV�WKRXJKWV�IRU�WKH�GD\��'DQ�WDNHV�RXW�KLV�PDS�WR�SODQ�
tomorrow’s path, and I retreat to my writing. 
My meticulous handwritten journal lists all the trading posts we 
YLVLW��ZKR�RZQV�WKHP��DQG�ZKDW�NLQGV�RI�UXJV�RU�FUDIWV�WKH\�DUH�ZHOO�
NQRZQ�IRU��(DFK�WUDGLQJ�SRVW�WULHV�WR�SURPRWH�D�XQLTXH�WUDGHPDUN�
VW\OH��DQG�PDQ\�UXJV�DUH�QDPHG�DIWHU�WKH�WUDGLQJ�SRVWV��VXFK�DV�
*DQDGR�5HGV��&U\VWDOV��7ZR�*UH\�+LOOV��DQG�7HHF�1RV�3RV��2WKHU�
WUDGLQJ�SRVWV�DUH�VLPSO\�NQRZQ�IRU�FHUWDLQ�UXJ�GHVLJQV��VXFK�DV�
Pictorials, Storm Patterns, Yeis and Yeibichais, Two Face Twills, and 
Saddle Blankets. I glue my AAA Indian Country Map into my journal 
and track our route over the dirt roads, marking the trading posts 
with a red pen. I document the entire collecting trip with my camera. 
Everywhere we go we smell juniper wood burning, a distinct and 
SOHDVLQJ�DURPD��D�PL[WXUH�RI�SLQH�DQG�URVHPDU\��7KH�UHVHUYDWLRQ�
IHHOV�YHU\�UHPRWH��DQG�,�IHHO�OLNH�,¶P�DW�WKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��OLNH�
2XWHU�0RQJROLD��,�FDQ�VHH�IRU�PLOHV�DQG�PLOHV��,W�UHPLQGV�PH� 
RI�:\RPLQJ� 
We drive to Dinnebito and pick up several pictorials and storm 
patterns. We ask which way to Pinon Trading Post, and they tell us 
MRNLQJO\�WR�IROORZ�WKH�%LRQLF�<HLELFKDLV��HOHFWULF�SRZHU�OLQHV�WKDW�ORRN�
remarkably like Yeibichais, masked dancers who represent Navajo 
VXSHUQDWXUDO�VSLULWV���ZKLFK�ZLOO�JXLGH�XV�WR�3LQRQ��'DQ�ORRNV�WRZDUG�
the west and sees a large thunderhead building. “We gotta go now to 
beat that storm. We don’t want to get caught in it along these dirt 
URDGV��WKH\�WXUQ�WR�PXG�LQVWDQWO\�DQG�FDQ�ÀDVK�ÀRRG�́  
:H�IRUG�DFURVV�'LQQHELWR�:DVK�EHKLQG�WKH�WUDGLQJ�SRVW�DQG�WKHQ�
race the thunderstorm across the reservation under the Bionic 
<HLELFKDL�SRZHU�OLQHV��$IWHU�D�ZKLOH�ZH�VHH�D�ORQH�VLJQ�WKDW�NHHSV�XV�
on the right track. 
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:H�VHH�D�IHZ�WUDGLWLRQDO�1DYDMR�GZHOOLQJV�FDOOHG�KRJDQV�WKDW�DUH�
PDGH�RI�PXG�DQG�ZRRGHQ�SROHV��PDWHULDOV�WKDW�EOHQG�HDVLO\�LQWR�WKH�
landscape. We pass a hogan that is boarded up. “Someone must have 
GLHG�WKHUH��LW¶V�DEDQGRQHG�́ �'DQ�VD\V� 
We make it to Pinon around lunchtime, and I smell something 
XQEHOLHYDEOH²VSDUH�ULEV�RQ�D�URWLVVHULH��:H�JUDE�D�IHZ�VDOW\�RQHV�
DQG�VRPH�1DYDMR�IU\�EUHDG�DQG�HDW�XQFHUHPRQLRXVO\�RQ�WKH�EDFN�
steps. Inside the trading post I see the largest Navajo Yei rug I’ve 
HYHU�VHHQ��,W�PXVW�EH�WZHQW\�IHHW�ORQJ�DQG�¿IWHHQ�IHHW�ZLGH��$IWHU�ZH�
SLFN�XS�D�IHZ�RWKHU�UXJV�IURP�3LQRQ��ZH�GULYH�R̆�WR�YLVLW�/RZ�
Mountain and Smoke Signal, Salina Springs and Many Farms. Most 
RI�WKHVH�WUDGLQJ�SRVWV�KDYH�MHZHOU\�SDZQ�DQG�UXJ�URRPV�EDFN�EHKLQG�
WKH�PDLQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWRUH��7KH�WDJJHG�MHZHOU\�SDZQ�LWHPV�KDQJ�RQ�
KRRNV�DERYH²GR]HQV�RI�VLOYHU�DQG�WXUTXRLVH�EUDFHOHWV��ULQJV��DQG�
QHFNODFHV�ZDLWLQJ�WR�EH�UHWULHYHG��LI�HYHU��E\�WKHLU�RZQHUV��:H�KHDG�
VWUDLJKW�IRU�WKH�UXJ�URRP� 
0\�IDYRULWH�MRE�LV�WR�XQIROG�WKH�UXJV�DQG�WKURZ�WKHP�DFURVV�WKH�ÀRRU�
IRU�XV�WR�DVVHVV��1R�WZR�UXJV�DUH�WKH�VDPH��SHUKDSV�VLPLODU�LQ�VW\OH�
but individual in design. We pick only rugs that will likely win prizes 
EHFDXVH�WKLV�VKRZ�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�KLJKHVW�TXDOLW\�
FUDIWV�PDGH�RQ�WKH�1DYDMR�1DWLRQ��,�OHDUQ�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�GL̆HUHQFH�
between a good rug and a great one, a coarse weave and a smooth 
RQH��FXUOHG�HQGV�RU�ÀDW�RQHV��WKH�ZDUS�DQG�WKH�ZHIW��QDWXUDO�G\HV 
DQG�DQLOLQH�RQHV��OD]\�OLQHV�DQG�VSLULW�OLQHV��OLQHV��,�DP�WROG��WKDW�
DOORZ�WKH�VSLULW�HQHUJ\�RI�D�UXJ�WR�EH�UHOHDVHG�WR�WKH�QH[W�UXJ�\RX�
ZHDYH���,�OHDUQ�DERXW�PRUH�VW\OHV�RI�UXJV²&KLHI�%ODQNHWV��:LGH�
5XLQV��DQG�5DLVHG�2XWOLQHV��0\�KDQGV�DUH�IXOO�RI�ODQROLQ��DQG�WKH�
UXJV�VWDUW�WR�WDON�WR�PH��,�KDYH�IDOOHQ�LQ�ORYH�ZLWK�1DYDMR�UXJV� 
7KH�WUDGLQJ�SRVWV�H[XGH�DQ�ROG�PHUFDQWLOH�OLNH�IHHOLQJ²ZRRGHQ�
ÀRRUV��FRXQWHUWRSV��DQG�ROG�VKHOYLQJ�VWRFNHG�ZLWK�FDQQHG�JRRGV��
2IWHQ�EHKLQG�WKH�PDLQ�FRXQWHU�ZLOO�EH�VWDFNV�RI�VDWLQ�DQG�YHOYHW�
IDEULF�PHDQW�IRU�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�GUHVV�RI�WKH�1DYDMR��6NHLQV�RI�ZRRO�
IRU�ZHDYLQJ�DUH�IRU�VDOH�DV�ZHOO�DV�VDGGOHV�DQG�WDFN��FRZER\�ERRWV�
and hats. 
:H�SLFN�XS�D�IHZ�ZHGGLQJ�EDVNHWV�DQG�HYHQ�VRPH�1DYDMR�SRWWHU\��
DORQJ�ZLWK�VLOYHU�VTXDVK�EORVVRP�QHFNODFHV�DQG�WXUTXRLVH�EUDFHOHWV��
:H�GRQ¶W�SD\�D�FHQW²HYHU\WKLQJ�FROOHFWHG�LV�RQ�FRQVLJQPHQW��DV�LW�
KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�VLQFH�WKH�����V��,�ZULWH�XS�WKH�FRQVLJQPHQW�VOLSV�IRU�
the traders and I tag the items. By doing so I have become an expert 
KDQGOHU��YHU\�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�1DYDMR�DUWV�DQG�FUDIWV� 
:RUG�LV�RXW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�FROOHFWLQJ�IRU�WKH�PXVHXP��7KH�WUDGHU�ZRUNV�
DV�D�GHDOHU�IRU�1DYDMR�FUDIWVPHQ�ZKR�OLYH�LQ�YHU\�UHPRWH�DUHDV�RI�WKH�
reservation. Sometimes they come in by horse and wagon to sell 
WKHLU�FUDIWV�DQG�SLFN�XS�VXSSOLHV��:KLOH�ZH�DUH�WKURZLQJ�UXJV�
DURXQG��D�1DYDMR�ZRPDQ�GUHVVHG�LQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�GUHVV��SLRQHHU�VNLUW�
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DQG�YHOYHW�WRS��FRPHV�LQ�ZLWK�VRPH�PRUH�ZHDYLQJV�VKH�KDV�MXVW�
¿QLVKHG��2QH�LV�D�EHDXWLIXO�6WRUP�SDWWHUQ��³:H�VKRXOG�WDNH�WKDW�RQH�́ �
,�VXJJHVW��7KH�WUDGHU�DQG�ZHDYHU�¿[�D�SULFH�DQG�WKHQ�UHOHDVH�LW�WR�XV��
7KH�WUDGHU�DGGV�KHU�FUHGLW�WR�WKH�FUHGLW�ERDUG�PDGH�RI�PRXVHWUDSV�
nailed to a wooden board, a clever idea. The Navajo woman nods at 
XV��WKHQ�SLFNV�RXW�VRPH�ÀRXU�DQG�FR̆HH�IURP�WKH�VWRUH��:H�DUH�
SOD\LQJ�RXU�SDUW�LQ�WKH�UREXVW�HFRQRP\�RI�WKH�PXOWLPLOOLRQ�GROODU�
Native American Art market. 
Tomorrow we head up to Navajo Mountain Trading Post, where the 
Navajo Reservation straddles the Utah and Arizona borders. This is a 
UHPRWH�DUHD�ZKHUH��LQ�������D�VPDOO�EDQG�RI�1DYDMR�IRXQG�D�VDIH�
KDYHQ�IURP�WKH�86�PLOLWDU\�VFRXWLQJ�WR�URXQG�XS�DQG�LPSULVRQ�QLQH�
WKRXVDQG�1DYDMR�DQG�¿YH�KXQGUHG�$SDFKH�DW�%RVTXH�5HGRQGR�DW�
)RUW�6XPQHU��1HZ�0H[LFR��D�FUXHO�H[DPSOH�RI�HWKQLF�SHUVHFXWLRQ�LQ�
$PHULFDQ�KLVWRU\��$IWHU�¿YH�\HDUV�WKH�1DYDMR�SULVRQHUV�ZDONHG�IURP�
New Mexico back to their homeland, but not without their pride and 
UHVLOLHQFH��7RGD\�WKH�1DYDMR�1DWLRQ�RFFXSLHV�WKH�ODUJHVW�ODQG�DUHD�RI�
DQ\�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQV��ZLWK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�DERXW��������� 
Navajo Mountain 
1DYDMR�0RXQWDLQ�5RDG�WXUQV�QRUWK�IURP�$UL]RQD�5RXWH����DQG�JRHV�
IRU�IRUW\�PLOHV�XQWLO�LW�HQGV�DW�WKH�&KDSWHU�+RXVH��D�PHHWLQJ�SODFH�IRU�
ORFDO�JRYHUQDQFH��DQG�1DYDMR�0RXQWDLQ�7UDGLQJ�3RVW��:H�SDVV�D�
PRGHUQ�SHWURJO\SK�FDUYHG�LQWR�WKH�VDQGVWRQH��JLYLQJ�XV�IDLU�
warning: 
Years Ago No Good Road 
Still No Good Road 
Still, Still No Good Road 
:KDW�OLHV�EH\RQG�LV�WKH�UHPRWH�ZLOGHUQHVV�RI�/DNH�3RZHOO�DQG�WKH�
.DLSDURZLWV�3ODWHDX��7KH�URDG�LV�PDGH�RI�UHG�VDQG�DQG�EHGURFN��7KH�
VDQG�IHHOV�OLNH�VQRZ�XQGHU�RXU�WLUHV��DQG�ZH�QHHG�WR�JXQ�WKURXJK�LW�
so we don’t get bogged down, but then we need to slow down to a 
crawl when we hit uneven bedrock to avoid smashing our heads on 
WKH�FHLOLQJ�RI�WKH�FDU��,Q�WKLV�PDQQHU�ZH�VORZO\�PDNH�RXU�ZD\�WR�
Navajo Mountain. Once we get there the only way out is to come back 
WKH�ZD\�ZH�FDPH��,W�IHHOV�OLNH�,�DP�JRLQJ�EH\RQG�WKH�YHU\�HQGV�RI�WKH�
earth. 
7KH�PRXQWDLQ�LWVHOI�UHDFKHV�DQ�DOWLWXGH�RI��������IHHW��WKH�KLJKHVW�
SRLQW�RQ�WKH�1DYDMR�1DWLRQ��1DYDMR�FDOO�LW�1DDWVLV¶DDQ��(DUWK�+HDG�RU�
3ROOHQ�0RXQWDLQ���$V�ZH�JHW�FORVHU�WKH�JUHHQ�SRQGHURVD�SLQHV�DQG�
piñon trees grow more recognizable against the mountain’s distinct 
whale shape. It sits solo, surrounded by an expansive plateau. 
:H�¿QDOO\�DUULYH�DW�1DYDMR�0RXQWDLQ�7UDGLQJ�3RVW��D�VDQGVWRQH�
building with a screen door where the trader lives. Madeline 
&DPHURQ�JUHHWV�XV�ZDUPO\�DQG�VKRZV�XV�ZKDW�VKH�KDV�IRU�XV��6KH�
ZLOO�VHQG�XV�EDFN�WR�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�D�EDJ�IXOO�RI�ZRRO�VNHLQV�IRU�
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ZHDYLQJ�DQG�D�IHZ�SLHFHV�RI�VLOYHU�MHZHOU\��6KH�LV�ZHDULQJ�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQDO�1DYDMR�VNLUW�ZLWK�D�EORXVH��DQG�VKH�VSHDNV�ÀXHQW�1DYDMR��
KDYLQJ�VSHQW�KHU�HQWLUH�OLIH�RQ�WKH�UHVHUYDWLRQ��6KH�DVNV�XV�LI�ZH�
would like some iced tea, which we accept. While we are in her house 
GULQNLQJ�WKH�WHD��,�DVN�0DGHOLQH�LI�DQ\�RI�WKH�WUDGHUV�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�
each other. “Mrs. Townsend at Bidahochi is Allen Townsend’s 
PRWKHU��$OOHQ�7RZQVHQG�RZQV�,QVFULSWLRQ�+RXVH��&KLQ�6PLWK�DW�
Oljato is Yolanda Townsend’s mother. Yolanda is married to Allen 
7RZQVHQG��5D\PLH�'UROHW�LV�D�¿UVW�FRXVLQ�RI�$OOHQ�7RZQVHQG�DQG�
WKLUG�FRXVLQ�RI�<RODQGD��VR�WKH\�DUH�ERWK�UHODWHG��5D\PLH�'UROHW�
RZQV�6KRQWR�7UDGLQJ�3RVW�DORQJ�ZLWK�KLV�IDWKHU�DQG�DXQW��+LV�DXQW�
DOVR�RZQV�SDUW�RI�7ZR�*UH\�+LOOV�7UDGLQJ�3RVW�́ ��0RVW�RI�WKH�WUDGLQJ�
posts are closed now. I drove up to Navajo Mountain in 2008; the 
road is completely paved, much to my disappointment, and the 
trading post is a broken ruin, windows gone, sand piled up against 
the stone masonry inside and out, echoing the prehistoric Anasazi 
UXLQV�� 
We move on toward Oljato and Shonto and camp at a place called 
7RGHFKHQHH¶V�:DWHU��DQ�XQGHUJURXQG�VSULQJ��$IWHU�GULYLQJ�RYHU�D�
QDUURZ��VDQG\�URDG��ZH�SXOO�XS�WR�D�ÀDW�DUHD�QH[W�WR�D�PHWDO�SLSH�WKDW�
VWLFNV�VWUDLJKW�RXW�RI�WKH�VDQGVWRQH�URFN�ZDOO�ZLWK�FU\VWDO�FOHDU�ZDWHU�
UXVKLQJ�RXW�RI�LW��,�ZDVK�P\�KDLU�LQ�WKH�FRRO�ZDWHU�DQG�IHHO�UHIUHVKHG�
DIWHU�D�ORQJ��GU\��KRW�GD\�RQ�WKH�URDG��:H�¿OO�XS�RXU�ZDWHU�MXJV�ZLWK�
IUHVK��FOHDQ�ZDWHU�IURP�WKH�1DYDMR�1DWLRQ� 
$IWHU�GLQQHU�,�UROO�RXW�P\�VOHHSLQJ�EDJ��FUDZO�LQ�IRU�WKH�QLJKW��DQG�OLH�
WKHUH�WKLQNLQJ�TXLHWO\��ORRNLQJ�XS�DW�WKH�VWDUV��7KH\�DUH�VR�
P\VWHULRXV��7KHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�DQG�LQ�WKH�VLOHQFH�RI�WKH�GHVHUW��WKH\�
begin to speak. They are vast and distant, yet bright. I try to imagine 
the impact they might have had on primitive peoples. What did they 
think they were? Gods and goddesses? What are these night things? 
,�KDYH�WKLV�WKRXJKW�WKDW�,�ZRXOGQ¶W�PLQG�RQH�ELW�LI�VRPH�XQLYHUVDO�
IRUFH�VZRRSHG�GRZQ�RQ�PH�DQG�SXOOHG�PH�VWUDLJKW�RXW�RI�P\�VOHHSLQJ�
EDJ��IHHW�GDQJOLQJ��VWUDLJKW�XS�LQWR�WKH�QLJKW�VN\�WR�MRLQ�DOO�WKHVH�
VWDUV��,W¶V�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRPIRUWDEOH�WKRXJKW�IRU�PH�WR�MRLQ�WKHP��
HYHQ�LI�LW�PHDQW�,�GLVDSSHDUHG�FRPSOHWHO\�IURP�(DUWK�DQG�HYHU\RQH�,�
NQRZ�RQ�LW��,�DP�QLQHWHHQ�\HDUV�ROG�DQG�DP�¿OOHG�ZLWK�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�
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Complicated Reasons 

-H̆UH\�.LQJPDQ 
for Nancy Barrett
+HU�¿UVW�ELJ�MRE 
a soap opera. 
&ORVHXS��OLSV�TXLYHULQJ� 
 
She played anger 
played sarcasm. 
 
The bus in Manhattan 
two girls 
silver braces gleaming 
Autograph, autograph! 
She went home and sobbed 
IDPH�VKH�FRXOGQ¶W�SOD\�
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Consolation of Tides 
Jim Kraus

I hear you say, 
³WLPH�KHDOV�́  
But, no, it measures 
only extent, while 
 
PRRQ�GULYHQ�WLGHV 
RI�VX̆HULQJ�DQG�D̈LFWLRQ 
arrive and depart. 
 
Your cancered liver, 
your remorse, remains 
submerged, invisible, 
D�VHD�RI�WHDUV��RI�WURXEOHV�UHPHPEHUHG� 
 
Witness the sea turtle’s amphibian solitude 
and your own disconsolate words 
receding with the tide. 
 
Later, I hear you say, 
“At low tide, listen, 
be one with that large rock 
across the bay. 
 
Climb, then jump. 
Again and again, 
WKH�IDOOLQJ�ÀLJKW 
and the sudden calm 
RI�VXEPDULQH�VLOHQFH�́
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Not Stranger 
Robert Rothman

+H�LV�ZLWK�PH��VLWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�SDVVHQJHU 
VHDW�RI�WKH�FDU��VWDQGLQJ�QDNHG�EHVLGH 
LQ�WKH�VKRZHU��:KDW�D�ULRW��+H�VLQJV�DQG�VSRXWV 
RXW�ZDWHU�OLNH�D�ZKDOH��+LV�LPDJH�VKLPPHUV 
 
LQWR�D�QHDU�ERGLO\�IRUP��1RW�D�GRSSHOJDQJHU� 
Doesn’t resemble me: six inches shorter, Indian, 
with long brown hair, a paunch that hides an iron 
abdomen. Brown eyes that peer right into 
 
you. I can’t hide a thing. It’s my doing, 
,�NQRZ��,�DVNHG�IRU�KLP��$QG�ZKHQ�KH¶V�JRQH 
I stare at the emptiness, throw up my hands 
DQG�FDOO�KLP�EDFN��1R�UHVSRQVH�LI�P\�ZLVK�LV 
 
idle. Like a lover at an outdoor 
UHVWDXUDQW�ZKR��LI�\RXU�H\HV�ZDQGHU�WR�DQRWKHU 
table, takes your head in hands and lets you know 
\RX¶UH�IUHH�WR�OHDYH��)XOO�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�ORYH��RU 
 
QRWKLQJ��,�DP�QR�IRRO��7KHUH�LV�QR�RWKHU 
ZKR�FDQ�FRPSHWH��:KHQ�KH�ZDV�DEVHQW�IRU�WKDW�VSHOO� 
LW�ZDV�DV�LI�D�VZLWFK�ZDV�WXUQHG�R̆��7KH�ZRUOG 
GXOOHG�WR�JUD\��ODXJKWHU�EXULHG�HLJKW�IHHW 
 
under; an empty house. We are sitting now, 
next to one another, deep in the deep. I am 
EULPPLQJ�RYHU��D�IRXQWDLQ�RI�EXEEOLQJ 
VSLULW��:KR�GHVHUYHV�VXFK�VXUSULVLQJ�JLIW��+X]]DK�
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Flabbergasted 
Arnold Yasinski

She’s late and has never 
been. It will be all right but 
isn’t in the sense we mean. 
 
Being serious about studies 
wearies us, leverages anxiety. 
We look in medical books 
 
EXW�¿QG�QRWKLQJ��7KH 
doctor says she’s intact 
so she can’t be; he won’t 
 
do a test. Winter, crunching 
ZDONV�RQ�EHORZ�]HUR�VQRZ 
compound unreality. 
 
We plead and another 
doc does the test. Deeper 
LQWR�RXU�WZLOLJKW�]RQH² 
 
early dusk, contradictory 
VODQWV�RI�OLJKW��6SULQJ�EUHDN� 
home to give the news 
 
in person. Then meet up to 
plan. Live the cliché. Marry 
two weeks into spring.
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The Croatians 
Anne-Marie Delaunay-Danizio

$�WZHQW\�IRRW�WDOO�GRYHFRWH�VWRRG�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�¿HOG��,�KDG�
ZDQGHUHG�R̆�D�IHZ�PLOHV�IURP�P\�PDWHUQDO�JUDQGPRWKHU¶V�KRXVH�
ZKHUH�,�VSHQW�P\�VXPPHU�YDFDWLRQV��DZD\�IURP�3DULV�DQG�P\�KLJK�
school. She lived in a rural area, a hamlet called Farrou, near the 
WRZQ�RI�9LOOHIUDQFKH�GH�5RXHUJXH�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�)UDQFH� 
7KH�VN\�ZDV�D�SDOH�EOXH��DQG�WKH�VXQ�UHÀHFWHG�RQ�WKH�ZKLWH�VWXFFR�
ZDOOV�RI�WKH�ELUGKRXVH��3LJHRQV�ÀXWWHUHG�DURXQG��SHUFKLQJ�DQG�
SLFNLQJ�IRRG�IURP�VPDOO�DOFRYHV��,�WRRN�D�SLFWXUH�ZLWK�P\�.RGDN�
SRFNHW�FDPHUD��,�ZDV�VL[WHHQ�\HDUV�ROG��WZR�PRQWKV�VK\�RI�VHYHQWHHQ�
RQ�WKLV�GD\�LQ�ODWH�$XJXVW�������$IWHU�,�WRRN�WKH�SLFWXUH��WKH�VN\�
turned into a purplish indigo and the wind blew. The sunlight 
EURNH�WKURXJK�WKH�JUHHQ�RI�YHLQHG�WUHH�OHDYHV��&URZV�VKDGRZHG�WKH�
ELUGKRXVH�DQG�LW�IHOW�DV�LI�D�IXULRXV�EXOO�ZDV�DERXW�WR�HPHUJH�IURP�WKH�
LQVLGH�RI�WKH�HDUWK�WR�JRUH�DQG�WUDPSOH�PH� 
,�WULHG�WR�UXQ�DZD\�EXW�DOO�RI�QDWXUH�DURXQG�PH�ZDV�LQ�D�FRQYXOVLYH�
state, moaning in agony. I ran in circles I could not break touching 
WKH�VDPH�WUHH�WKUHH�WLPHV�DQG�IHHOLQJ�D 
IDVW�EHDWLQJ�SXOVH�EHQHDWK�LWV�EDUN��$ERYH�D�EURRN�DOLYH�ZLWK�IXU\�
ZDV�D�VPDOO�SDUFHO�RI�ODQG�HQFORVHG�E\�D�ZURXJKW�LURQ�IHQFH�ZLWK�D�
SODTXH�WKDW�KDG�VWUDQJH�QDPHV�IXOO�RI�<¶V��=¶V�DQG�:¶V�HQJUDYHG�LQ�JROG� 
$IWHU�,�EURNH�IUHH�IURP�WKH�QHW�RI�WHUURU�DQG�DQJXLVK��,�IRXQG�P\�ZD\�
back. 
7KH�GRRU�RI�WKH�GDUN��GDPS�DQG�PXVW\�EDVHPHQW�RI�P\�JUDQGPRWKHU¶V�
KRXVH�ZDV�ZLGH�RSHQ�DQG�LQVLGH��P\�IDWKHU�ZDV�¿[LQJ�VKHOYHV�DQG�
hammering nails. 
³$UH�\RX�PDNLQJ�D�FṘQ"´�,�DVNHG� 
+H�KDG�WXUQHG�VL[WHHQ�RQ�6HSWHPEHU�����������MXVW�EHIRUH�WKH�ZDU�
broke in Europe and joined the French Resistance under De Gaulle 
two years later. 
0\�JUDQGPRWKHU�RIWHQ�WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�&URDWLDQ�PXWLQHHUV��\RXQJ�
PHQ�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�URXQGHG�XS�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�=DJUHE�WR�EH�HQUROOHG�
E\�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�66�EUDQFK�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�DUP\��2Q�6HSWHPEHU�����
1943, they rebelled against their commanders and dismantled the 
*HUPDQ�KHDGTXDUWHUV��OLEHUDWLQJ�WKH�WRZQ�IRU�RQO\�D�IHZ�KRXUV�
EHIRUH�EHLQJ�FDSWXUHG� 
$ERXW�WZHQW\�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�SDUDGHG�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�9LOOHIUDQFKH��
EDUHIRRW��EDUH�FKHVWHG��WKHLU�KHDGV�FRYHUHG�E\�D�SRWDWR�VDFN��7KHLU�
KDQGV�WLHG�XS�EHKLQG�WKHLU�EDFNV�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�OHG�WR�D�¿HOG�ZKHUH�
WKH\�ZHUH�IXUWKHU�WRUWXUHG��IRUFHG�WR�GLJ�WKHLU�JUDYHV�DQG�H[HFXWHG��
2WKHUV�ZHUH�GHSRUWHG�RU�VKRW��$�IHZ�HVFDSHG�DQG�MRLQHG�WKH�0DTXLV� 
:KHQ�,�IXPEOHG�LQWR�WKDW�¿HOG��,�KDG�QR�LGHD�KRZ�FORVH�WR�KRPH�LW�ZDV�
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I Will Never Write About You 
Annie Wood

i will never write about you 
L�SUHIHU�SUHWW\�ZRUGV 
you say you only wish to break me 
like a horse 
i am so young  
but not so young  
that I don’t know 
that people 
should not break people 
but I can be a horse  
VWURQJ�DQG�PDJQL¿FHQW 
and you can be cruel  
YLROHQW�DQG�UDJHIXO 
and I will kick apart the corral 
and escape into the night 
DQG�\RX�ZLOO�FXUO�XS�LQVLGH�\RXU�¿VW 
and detest what you cannot capture 
DQG�,�ZLOO�NQRZ�IUHHGRP 
and you never will
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On the Altar of the Ocean 
Jill Ruscoll
� UHPQDQWV�RI�OLYHV
� OLYHG�LQ�WKH�SXVK�DQG�SXOO�RI�ZDYHV
 lay scattered in the sand

 a reminder
�RI�WKH�ULVH�DQG�IDOO�RI�GD\V
� DV�VZLIW�DV�WKH�¿GGOHU�FUDE
 sensing the approaching shadow

  there are no sad toasts to the souls
� RI�WKHVH�VXQ�ZDVKHG�UHOLFV
 they are at most
� FDVXDO�WUHDVXUHV�IRU�WKH�OLYLQJ

a vestige
RI�D�OLIH�IUHH�RI�HPSW\�ULWXDOV
� IUHH�RI�GD\V�VOLFHG�LQWR�ELWV�RI�WLPH
� IUHH�RI�IHDU�RI�ZKDW¶V�WR�FRPH

� D�OLIH�VSHQW�DW�WKH�IHHW�RI�WKHLU
PDJQL¿FHQW�PRWKHU
� ZKR�GUHVVHV�LQ�WKH�ZKLWH�ODFH�RI�WKH�VXQ
 and dances 

          to the singing wind
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Tinder Nightmare 
-H̆�9ROOPHU

Russian Warship tried to swipe right on Snake Island. It messaged:

“This is a Russian warship. I ask you to lay down your arms and 
surrender to avoid 

EORRGVKHG�DQG�XQQHFHVVDU\�GHDWKV��2WKHUZLVH��\RX�ZLOO�EH�ERPEHG�́

Snake Island considered its options. And messaged back:

³5XVVLDQ�:DUVKLS��*R�IXFN�\RXUVHOI�́
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,QWR�,Q¿QLW\ 
Naomi Bindman
Winding through the Sangre de Cristo mountains, the Santa Fe valley 
XQIXUOV�EHORZ��3DOH�JUHHQ�OLQHV�RI�GHOLFDWH�ZLOORZV�OHD¿QJ�RXW�VQDNH�
DORQJ�WKH�WZLVWLQJ�YHLQV�RI�XQGHUJURXQG�VWUHDPV��HWFKLQJ�WKH�GU\�
desert colors. 

Honey, I’m back in New Mexico—another thing I thought I 
could never do without you. But I need to bring you back. So 
many reminders and so many incredible sights. I want to 
share them with you. The way the land opens up and goes 
on forever. The way everything glows as if lit from within. 

(OOHQ�DQG�,�ÀHZ�WR�1HZ�0H[LFR�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�KHU�KLJK�VFKRRO�
JUDGXDWLRQ��2XU�FRXVLQ�7HQQH\�KDG�LQYLWHG�(OOHQ�WR�SHUIRUP�DW�DQ�
HYHQW�7HQQH\�RUJDQL]HG�HDFK�\HDU��FDOOHG�³*LUOV¶�1LJKW�2XW�´�DQ�
HYHQLQJ�RI�IRXU�WDOHQWHG�ZRPHQ�VLQJHU�VRQJZULWHUV�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKHLU�
RZQ�VRQJV��,W�ZDV�(OOHQ¶V�¿UVW�SDLG�JLJ��DQG�¿UVW�WDVWH�RI�H[SDQGLQJ�
EH\RQG�IDPLOLDU�YHQXHV��
Everything about that trip was glorious: the breathtaking landscapes, 
WKH�XQIDPLOLDU�DGREH�DUFKLWHFWXUH��WKH�ULFK�HDUWK�FRORUV�VR�GL̆HUHQW�
IURP�WKH�OXVK�JUHHQV�DQG�ÀRZLQJ�PRXQWDLQV�RI�KRPH��WKH�NLQGQHVV�RI�
strangers. From the moment we glimpsed the rock mesas spreading 
EHORZ�XV²VRIW�SDVWHO�SLQNV��RUDQJHV�DQG�UHGV��EHQHDWK�VKDUS�
PRXQWDLQ�SHDNV��SLQH�IRUHVWV�WRSSHG�ZLWK�VQRZ²ZH�ZHUH�FDSWLYDWHG��
Seeing these sights once more sends me back to that trip. I pass the 
intersection where I’d swerved to avoid an oblivious merging car. 

Mom! You MOOED! Ellen shrieks. 

,�GLG�QRW�³0RR�´�,�UHWRUW��VWUXJJOLQJ�QRW�WR�ODXJK��,�VDLG��³0DDDK�´�
That car almost hit us! 
<RX�GLG�WRR�³0RR�´�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�ZULWH�D�OLVW�RI�DOO�\RXU�³1DRPL�LVPV´²
OLNH�ZKHQ�\RX�VKXW�WKH�FDU�GRRU�LQ�\RXU�IDFH�ZKLOH�\RX�ZHUH�VWLOO�
talking to me! 
,�UROO�P\�H\HV��EXW�FDQ¶W�VXSSUHVV�D�JLJJOH��,�VD\�<HV�WR�HYHU\�UHTXHVW��D�
ZRYHQ�ZRRO�EODQNHW��D�FRORUIXO�0H[LFDQ�HPEURLGHUHG�EDJ��D�ODYHQGHU�
7�VKLUW��:H�VHOHFW�D�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�GUXP�IRU�(OOHQ¶V�EHORYHG�
WHDFKHU��0HOLVVD��(OOHQ�SRLQWV�WR�D�FDVFDGH�RI�ERRWV�LQ�D�VWRUHIURQW�
window. We detour into the little adobe building; when we come out 
VKH�LV�GHOLJKWHGO\�ZHDULQJ�D�SDLU�RI�JHQWO\�XVHG��VKLQ\�EODFN�FRZER\�
ERRWV��6KH¶V�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WXUTXRLVH�HDUULQJV��EXW�KDVQ¶W�IRXQG�WKH�
right pair yet. 
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We are both savoring this time together. Like on our road trip two 
VXPPHUV�EHIRUH��WKLV�HQFKDQWHG�ODQG�RI�EULJKW�FRORUV�DQG�VXQVKLQH�
IHHOV�OLNH�D�PDJLF�EXEEOH�DZD\�IURP�OLIH��%XW�WKLV�WLPH�ZH�DUH�RQ�WKH�
HYH�RI�VHSDUDWLRQ��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�VKH�IHHOV�WKH�VDPH�SRLJQDQF\��IRU�
me every moment is permeated with precious evanescence, prelude 
to her taking wing. 
:H�PHHW�7HQQH\�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�SHUIRUPHUV�IRU�D�UHKHDUVDO�RI�/HW�WKH�
Sun Shine In, which they’re going to sing together to close the show. 
2Q�WKH�¿UVW�FKRUXV��(OOHQ�VSRQWDQHRXVO\�EUHDNV�LQWR�KDUPRQ\��DQG�
7HQQH\�EHDPV�WKH�RWKHUV�D�KXJH��³:KDW�GLG�,�WHOO�\RX"´�VPLOH�
 At the gig the next night, the room is large and noisy. There’s a bar 
R̆�WR�RQH�VLGH��7DEOHV�DUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�VRFLDOL]LQJ��6RPH�UDLVH�
WKHLU�YRLFHV�WR�WDON�RYHU�7HQQH\¶V�RSHQLQJ�UHPDUNV��(OOHQ�LV�WKH�¿UVW�
SHUIRUPHU��,Q�KHU�QHZ�ODYHQGHU�VKLUW��EODFN�VNLUW��DQG�JOHDPLQJ�EODFN�
boots, she glows like an amethyst. While she’s getting set up, she 
catches my eye and nods toward her water bottle. I hand it to her, 
lean close, and whisper: Go shine! 
Scowling slightly at people who are still talking, Ellen begins to play. 
$�ZRPDQ�DW�D�WDEOH�QHDU�PH�WXUQV�WR�KHU�IULHQGV�DQG�DQQRXQFHV�
ORXGO\��6KH¶V�UHDO�JRRG��,�DP�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SULGH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�IRU�P\�
GDXJKWHU��RQ�WKH�WKUHVKROG�RI�SXUVXLQJ�KHU�GUHDP��6RRQ�(OOHQ�WXQHV�
RXW�WKH�GLVWUDFWLRQV�DQG�VHWWOHG�LQ��0RVW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH�OLVWHQLQJ�
QRZ��WKH�URRP�EHFRPHV�YHU\�TXLHW��
Later, when we return to our hotel room, I’m elated, she’s a bit 
GLVJUXQWOHG��,�DVVXUH�KHU�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�D�KDUG�W\SH�RI�YHQXH��EXW�VKH�
KHOG�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ��([KDXVWHG��,�ÀRS�RQ�RQH�EHG��(OOHQ�ERXQFHV�
RQWR�WKH�RWKHU�ZLWK�KHU�XVXDO�H[XEHUDQFH��$V�,�GULIW��VKH�EHJLQV�
H[SHULPHQWLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�XQIDPLOLDU�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�FKRUGV��,�UHDOL]H�
,¶P�KHDULQJ�WKH�ELUWK�RI�D�QHZ�VRQJ��
Moments later she announces: Mom, I wrote another song! Do you 
ZDQW�WR�KHDU�LW"�:H�ERWK�NQRZ�LW¶V�QRW�D�UHDO�TXHVWLRQ��,�VFRRW�XS�
DJDLQVW�WKH�SLOORZV��JLYLQJ�KHU�P\�IXOO�DWWHQWLRQ��

7RGD\��,�¿QDOO\�EUHDWKHG��
It took so long to make me see: 
I am going nowhere faster 
than I’ve ever gone anywhere before.
 
Today I saw the sun, 
but there’s only clouds and fog
so maybe I’m the only one. 
But I saw her brighter than the anger, 
LW�QHDUO\�NQRFNHG�PH�WR�WKH�ÀRRU��
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And she was golden when she spoke to me, 
she was golden when she told me to see, 
to look at all the beauty to understand 
its meaning, it’s easy, really simple 
now I know it’s called, Forgiveness. 

+HU�ZRUGV�ÀRDW�PH�EDFN�WR�WKH�ORQJ�VWHHO�EULGJH�DERYH�WKH�MDJJHG�5LR�
Grande Gorge we’d visited earlier that day, the sky uncharacteristically 
gray and rainy. The heavy clouds had suddenly parted and rays 
SRXUHG�GRZQ�DURXQG�XV��6KH�VHHPV�WR�EH�¿QGLQJ�D�SHDFH�RQ�WKLV�WULS��
,�WKLQN�WR�P\VHOI��D�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�KHU�SDLQIXO�\HDU�ORQJ�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�
her school’s administration. 

Yesterday my wrath was strong
 but holding on simply takes too long,
 I was going nowhere faster
 than I’ve ever gone anywhere before. 

Yesterday was rainy and raw 
and the people in front of me were all I saw 
so I had to start knocking on today’s door, 
DQG�SLFN�P\VHOI�R̆�RI�WKH�ÀRRU�

And as the sunlight streamed down on me 
,�ZDV�¿QDOO\�DEOH�WR�VHH��
Forgiveness is golden. It’s golden, it’s golden. 
7KH�QH[W�GD\��ZH�OHDYH�7DRV�E\�ZD\�RI�WKH�+LJK�5RDG��D�QDUURZ�ODQH�
DORQJ�WKH�ULGJH�WRZDUG�6DQWD�)H��$W�WKH�HGJH�RI�RQH�WXUQ��ZH�SXOO�RYHU�
and get out to marvel at the view stretching layer beyond layer. Ellen 
leans against me. I hug her close. 
Mom, when you die, what do you want to happen to your body? I am 
VXUSULVHG�E\�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��EXW�QRW�VXUSULVHG��'HDWK�LV�QRW�XQIDPLOLDU��
I’ve always thought I’d want my ashes in Lake George with my 
mom’s. But this would be a pretty nice place to spend eternity, I 
respond. 
6KH�QRGV�DQG�LV�TXLHW��
:H�VWRS�DJDLQ�DW�DQ�HOGHUO\�FRXSOH¶V�URDGVLGH�VWDQG��([TXLVLWH�
KDQGPDGH�WXUTXRLVH�HDUULQJV��ORQJ�WULDQJOHV�RI�GHHS�JUHHQ��VKLPPHU�
in the sunshine. The woman’s eyes crinkle in a grandmotherly smile 
DV�VKH�ZDWFKHV�(OOHQ�SRVH�LQ�WKH�PLUURU��(OOHQ�OHDQV�IRUZDUG�WR�DFFHSW�
a matching necklace the woman places over her head, then looks over 
to me, her eyebrows raised. I nod Yes. We all smile. 
6RRQ�ZH�VSRW�WKH�OLWWOH�VLJQ�IRU�1DPEH�3XHEOR��WXUQ�RQWR�D�GXVW\�
WUDFN�OLQHG�ZLWK�ZRYHQ�ZRRGHQ�FR\RWH�IHQFHV²YHUWLFDO�EDUH�EUDQFKHV�
OLNH�LQWHUODFHG�EOHDFKHG�ERQHV²WKHQ�SXOO�LQWR�D�UXWWHG�GULYHZD\�RI�D�
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VPDOO�IDUP��D�EULJKW�MHZHO�LQ�WKLV�PXWHG�ODQGVFDSH��
/DXUHQ��D�IULHQG�ZKR�PRYHG�EDFN�KHUH�D�IHZ�\HDUV�HDUOLHU��WDQ��OHDQ�
DQG�JUDFHIXO��ZLWK�VLOYHU�KDLU�DQG�GRH�OLNH�H\HV��ZHOFRPHV�XV��6KH�
EULQJV�XV�WR�D�OLWWOH�SRQG��WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKLV�HPHUDOG�RDVLV��(OOHQ�
photographs the scene that looks like a Monet painting come to 
OLIH��/DXUHQ�VQDSV�D�SKRWR�RI�(OOHQ�DQG�PH�FKHHN�WR�FKHHN��JULQQLQJ�
WRJHWKHU��(OOHQ¶V�DUP�VOXQJ�DURXQG�P\�VKRXOGHUV��$IWHU�WKH�DFFLGHQW��
Lauren sent it to me. 

Your black boots did not return when they brought your bag 
home. Your earrings, crumbled into green bits, did. 

5HWXUQLQJ�WR�1HZ�0H[LFR�QRZ�LV�D�SHUVRQDO�¿UH�ZDON�DQG�D�
surprisingly joyous rejourneying. I want to ask Ellen: Do you 
remember that rock that looks like a camel? Do you remember how 
ZH�ODXJKHG�ZKHQ�,�DWH�D�SLxRQ�QXW�ZLWKRXW�SHHOLQJ�LW�¿UVW"�,�KDG�
thought I would never be able to come here again. But like when I 
UHWXUQHG�WR�&D̆H�/HQD�WR�SOD\�(OOHQ¶V�PXVLF��,�KDYH�D�SXUSRVH��$QG�
Lauren has invited me unconditionally to her little haven. 
/DXUHQ�ZDNHV�HDUO\�WR�WHQG�KHU�SODQW�VWDUWV��ZDWHU�¿HOGV��DQG�GR�
KXQGUHGV�RI�WDVNV�LQ�DQ�XQHQGLQJ�UK\WKP�IURP�EHIRUH�GDZQ�WLOO�DIWHU�
GXVN��,�KLNH�ZLWK�(OOHQ¶V�GRJ��6FRXW��LQ�ZLQGEORZQ�¿HOGV�DQG�DORQJ�
GU\�FUHHN�ODQHV��6FRXW�FKDVHV�D�FR\RWH²,�VFUHDP�DIWHU�KHU�XQWLO�P\�
WKURDW�LV�UDZ��6KH�UHWXUQV�XQVFDWKHG��TXLWH�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�KHUVHOI��,�
VSHQG�DQ�DIWHUQRRQ�VSOLWWLQJ�ZRRG��,�KDG�IRUJRWWHQ�KRZ�JRRG�LW�IHHOV��
7KH�WKZDFN�RI�WKH�D[H�FRPLQJ�GRZQ�LQ�MXVW�WKH�ULJKW�SODFH��WKH�SLHFHV�
SRSSLQJ�DSDUW��MXPSLQJ�R̆�WKH�EORFN��WKH�VWHDG\�SDFH��WKH�IRFXV�RQ��
-XVW��7KLV��0RPHQW��5LJKW��1RZ��
/DXUHQ�WDNHV�D�UDUH�GD\�R̆�DQG�GULYHV�XV�WR�7VDQNDZL��SDUW�RI�
%DQGHOLHU�1DWLRQDO�3DUN��:H�ZDON�VLQJOH�¿OH�DORQJ�D�QDUURZ�WUDLO�
ZRUQ�LQ�VWRQH�E\�FHQWXULHV�RI�KXPDQ�IHHW��DQG�FUDZO�LQWR�VPDOO�FOL̆�
FDYHV�RI�DQFHVWUDO�3XHEORV��+LJK�DERYH�WKH�ODQGVFDSH��XQGHU�DQ�
endless azure sky, we lie on a stone ledge in the sparkling sunshine. 
$IWHU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�/DXUHQ�VKDUHV�ZKDW�VKH�KDV�EURXJKW�PH�KHUH�WR�VD\��

You and Ellen were so connected, like twins. 
6KH�FKRRVHV�KHU�ZRUGV�FDUHIXOO\��

What you’re doing with her music is really important. You have a 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�VKDUH�LW�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG²RWKHUZLVH�LW¶V�OLNH�DQRWKHU�
death. 
,¶P�JUDWHIXO�VKH�XQGHUVWDQGV�KRZ�,¶P�¿JKWLQJ�WR�NHHS�(OOHQ�IURP�
GLVDSSHDULQJ�FRPSOHWHO\��DQG�ZRQGHU�LI�VKH�LQWXLWV�P\�ORQJ�WHUP�
intention to depart this world once I have preserved Ellen’s music? 
/DXUHQ¶V�ZRUGV�VWLU�D�ÀXWWHU�RI�GLVTXLHW��OLNH�WKH�ZKLVSHU�RI�D�EUHH]H�
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UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�UXE��WKH�À\�LQ�WKH�RLQWPHQW��WKH�ÀDZ�LQ�P\�SODQ��DV�,�
VHQVH�ZLWKRXW�TXLWH�UHDOL]LQJ�\HW�WKDW�P\�WZR�JRDOV²NHHSLQJ�(OOHQ¶V�
VSLULW�DOLYH�DQG�HQGLQJ�P\�RZQ�OLIH²PD\�EH�LQ�FRQÀLFW��
7KH�GD\�FRPHV�ZKHQ�LW�LV�WLPH�WR�GR�ZKDW�,�FDPH�KHUH�IRU��6FRXW�DQG�,�
UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�OLWWOH�SRQG��6XUURXQGHG�E\�ZLOORZV�DQG�UXVKHV��D�SDLU�RI�
GXFNV�ÀRDWV�XQSHUWXUEHG��,Q�D�GDSSOHG�VSRW�QHDU�WKH�ZDWHU¶V�HGJH��,�
SOD\�(OOHQ¶V�JXLWDU��6RIWO\��,�VLQJ�KHU�VRQJ�1LJKW�/HDSLQJ��

I like to run at night 
with the wind surrounding me, 
and no one there to hold me back, 
to keep my spirit in, 
WKH�¿HOGV�ZLOO�QHYHU�VWRS�IRU�PH��
LQWR�LQ¿QLW\��WKH�GDUNQHVV�SURWHFWLQJ�PH�
I see now, it won’t hurt me. 

I’m grounded 
no matter how fast I’m going 
I can come back. 
My body can’t hold my energy 
DQG�,�VWDUW�À\LQJ��
But I am not afraid of where 
I will end up: 
my legs may take me far away, 
but my soul will come back home. 

I call it Night Leaping 
I run until the world appears as one 
runway into the sky 
the clouds stretch before my eyes
and no one can stop me tonight. 

:KHQ�,�¿QLVK��,�VHW�GRZQ�KHU�JXLWDU�FDUHIXOO\��DQG�UHDFK�IRU�WKH�
purple and gold pouch that has pilgrimaged here with us. I kneel, 
holding it to my heart. 
+RQH\��\RX�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�UHWXUQ�KHUH�LQ�OLIH��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�
why you couldn’t. 
)URP�WKH�SRXFK�,�SRXU�D�VZLUO�RI�VRIW�JUD\�SRZGHU�LQWR�WKH�VKDOORZ�
ZDWHU��6SDUNOHV�VSUHDG�RYHU�WKH�VXUIDFH��OLWWOH�KDUG�ZKLWH�ELWV�VLQN�
¿UVW��%LUGV�VLQJ��,QVHFWV�EX]]��7KH�ZLOORZ�ZHHSV��7KH�VKLPPHULQJ�
dust settles in a golden cloud. 
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The Mists of Forgotten 
Gail Nielsen

,I�WKH�WUXWK�EH�WKLV� 
be this 
downy hush 
all over us under us 
IRU�ORVW 
ZH�IRXQG�RXU�ZD\ 
LQWR�WKH�IRUJRWWHQ 
histories 
RI�HDFK�RWKHU 
 
An old book open on your desk 
LQ�WKH�ODWH�GD\�OLJKW�RI�WKH�QRUWK�ZLQGRZ 
WKURXJK�WKH�H\HV�RI�\RXWK 
I studied 
you as you took me, 
SXOOHG�PH�IURP�WKH�ZLGWK�RI�DJHV 
over the narrow threshold 
GHHSHU�LQWR�IRUJRWWHQ 
I’ve kept 
our secret 
your name 
and a thousand goodbyes to you 
I almost said 
 
We made no promises 
just a vow 
to silence 
what it was, 
it was 
and may still be ours 
until I scythe 
a path through this haze 
VRPH�PHDVXUH�RI�P\�KHDUW�ZLOO�EH 
DGULIW 
the dense mists with you 
 
Though I may never retrieve the means, 
morning can and shall warm us 
DQG�LI�WKH�FOHDU�YLHZ 
be this, 
be this day given back 
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ZLWK�JROG�WLSSHG�IHDWKHU�WRXFKHV 
P\�DUPV�IRU�\RX� 
\RXU�KRQHVW�H\HV�IRU�PH 
 
1HYHU�WR�EUHDWKH�D�ZRUG�RI�LW 
until now 
D�ZKLVSHU�OLIWV�LWVHOI 
IURP�WKH�EHG�RI�P\�WRQJXH� 
kisses me 
IURP�WKH�LQVLGH 
as it leaves 
 
7KLV�WKUHVKROG�RI�P\�PRXWK 
 
*RG�RI�DLU� 
LI�WKH�WUXWK�EH�WKLV 
DQG�LI�LW�LV�JRRG� 
grant us lucid memory 
with a telling voice 
give us each other 
and back to real time 
give us 
love in plain sight, 
EULHI�DQG�HWHUQDO 
 



162

Carried Away by Birds 
Beth Anstanding 
 
1. 
 
First you see their wings, 
KDUG�ZRUNLQJ��HDJHU² 
 
certain to brace and source 
HYHU\�VKLIW�WKURXJK�WKH�ZLQG� 
 
Look closer though, 
WR�WKH�ZKLWH�IHDWKHUV 
 
OLNH�¿QJHUV�WRXFKLQJ 
DOO�RI�WKH�SODFHV 
 
where you need to be touched. 
<HV��\RX�QHHG�WR�EH�WRXFKHG² 
 
2. 
 
For you to stay put here 
you’d have to admit 
 
\RXU�KHDUW�KDV�IHOW 
OLNH�D�FORVHG�¿VW� 
 
You’d have to say the words: 
 
My heart, 
,�FORVHG�LW�OLNH�D�¿VW² 
 
7KHQ�KRZ�ZLOO�\RX�XQIXUO 
HDFK�¿QJHU��WKH�ZD\�D�ELUG 
 
drapes her wing and lets 
WKH�IHDWKHUV�VSUHDG" 
 
+RZ�ZLOO�\RX�OHW�WKH�UDLQ 
or sun or wind recognize 
 
WKHQ�UHOHDVH�DQG�VRIWHQ 
WKH�SRLQWV�RI�\RX" 
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3. 
 
Put down the things 
DQG�\RX¶OO�¿JXUH�RXW 
 
why you were picking them up 
LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH 
 
DQG�KROGLQJ�WKHP�VR�FORVH² 
 
,I�\RX�ZDWFK�WKH�ELUGV� 
WKH\�FDUU\�VWULQJ² 
 
they carry dry grasses 
RU�WKH�FRXUVH�VWUDQGV�RI�KRUVH�WDLOV 
 
in their hooked beaks. 
You think you need a tight grip 
 
WR�JHW�IURP�KHUH 
to there. 
 
%XW�LW¶V�WKH�OLJKWHVW�WRXFK² 
 
4. 
 
:KHQ�LW¶V�TXLHW�HQRXJK 
you can hear their wings 
 
OLNH�WKH�FODSSLQJ�RI�OHDWKHU�JORYHV² 
:KHQ�LW¶V�TXLHW�HQRXJK 
 
,�IHDU�WKH\�ZLOO�FDUU\�\RX�DZD\ 
again. I’ll have to watch 
 
GR]HQV�RI�ZKLWH�ELUGV 
OLIW�\RX�LQWR�WKH�VN\� 
 
the strings in their mouths 
SXOOLQJ�\RX² 
 
I want to tell them: 
 
Carrying a broken heart 
doesn’t heal it. 
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$OO�RI�WKH�ULJKW�ZRUGV�DUH�QRWKLQJ 
more than a hush you can’t hear. 
 
5. 
 
The sand responds, 
VSUHDGLQJ�DZD\�IURP�P\�IHHW� 
 
then wrapping around them. 
 
I could move with the ground 
as it slips and leaves. 
 
I could move with the ground 
DV�LW�IDOOV�LQWR�DQG�DURXQG�PH� 
 
%XW�,�MXVW�VWDQG�WKHUH² 
which seems to be enough. 
 
There’s only so much to do. 
 
7KH�VFDUI�DQG�P\�KDLU 
whip into my mouth. 
 
I stay put. It’s enough 
to stand and watch the birds. 
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Per Se 
Kimberly Nunes

The heart is shouldering 
WRGD\²WKDW¶V�QRW�LWV�MRE��SHU�VH� 
Per se it dares to call mystery, mystery. 
 
+RZ�WR�IDWKRP�KHDUW¶V�UHDO�MRE" 
The mind says, I love you. 
The heart says, Pity, pity
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Inside the Fermata 
Kimberly Nunes
In the opera at Lincoln Center last night,
there was the usual hero,
and the expected grand pause
held
RYHU�D�QRWH²VR�RXU�KHUR

FRXOG�WKLQN��DVFHUWDLQ�WKH�PDLGHQ²
how to save her
IURP�FRQÀDJUDWLRQ�

She would have to wake up!
IURP�KHU�GLYLQH�VOHHS

DV�ÀDPHV�FUHSW
WRZDUG�KHU�IHHW�

+H�DSSHDUHG�VLQFHUH�EXW��VWLOO²
took his time to reach her,
and to sing.

The audience gaped, 3OHDVH��VKH¶V�DERXW�WR�FDWFK�¿UH�
her room is burning,
and the violins…pleading.

7KHQ�KH�IUHHG�KHU�

And today I’m pondering
WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG²

EH\RQG�WKH�UHDOP�RI�DQ�KRXU²EH\RQG�WKH�JD]H
RI�DQ\�OHDG�DFWRU��FOR\LQJ
ZLWK�GHVLUH²

there is always desire.
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How to Sustain the Rigors of Flight 
A.E. Schulz 
imagine a world without wishbones
D�SODFH�ZKHUH�D�ZLVK�FDQ�À\�RXW�SDVW�\RXU�OLSV
EXW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�9¶V�RI�JHHVH�À\LQJ��QR�FUXLVLQJ�UHG�WDLOHG�KDZNV�
no hummingbirds dipping and weaving through the garden

ELUGV�FDQQRW�À\�ZLWKRXW�KRQH\FRPEHG�DLU�¿OOHG�ERQH�
ZLWKRXW�WKDW�IXVHG�FODYLFOH�
ZLWKRXW�WKDW�IXUFXOD��WKDW�ZLVKERQH

LPDJLQH�D�ZRUOG�LQ�ZKLFK�DOO�ELUGV�DUH�HDUWKERXQG²
where all avian bones are marrow packed
DQG�XQDEOH�WR�PDQDJH�OLIWLQJ�D�ERG\�LQWR�WKH�DLU

birds would trot, skitter, waddle, even swim,
ZLWK�QR�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�DHULDO�QDYLJDWLRQ
ZRXOG�ZLQJV�EHFRPH�RQO\�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�FRXUWVKLS"

imagine no gulls in the air, pause
DQG�UHPHPEHU�D�VDOW�VRDNHG�IHDWKHU�RQ�D�EHDFK
WKH�ZLVK�\RX�PDGH�LQ�WKDW�VPDOO�¿QLWH�PRPHQW�
ZKDW�\RX�ZKLVSHUHG�WR�WKH�JUDLQV�RI�VDQG
DQG�WKH�VPDOO�WULDQJOH�RI�FORXG\�VHD�JODVV�RQ�\RXU�SDOP

UHPHPEHU�WKH�ZLVK�\RX�PDGH²WKDW�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�À\�DZD\
remember that you did

remember that survival is determined by luck, by choice,
E\�VXPPRQLQJ�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�\RXU�PDUURZ�¿OOHG�ERQHV
ZKLOH�KH�VOHSW�R̆�DQRWKHU�ELQJH��E\�LJQRULQJ
WKH�VKDUGV�RI�JODVV�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU��E\�SLOLQJ�FORWKHV�LQWR�D�VXLWFDVH�
by climbing into your truck and driving down the coast

remember that moment when you walked
WKURXJK�WKH�GRRU�RI�\RXU�PRWKHU¶V�KRXVH
her surprise that such a mild man could be so violent,
WKH�GLVEHOLHI�RI�\RXU�IDPLO\�WKDW�\RX�KDG�NHSW�WKLV�VHFUHW

UHPHPEHU�KRZ�\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�VOHHS�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU
ZKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDSSHQHG�LI�\RX�KDG�QRW�SXOOHG
WKDW�VPDOO�ZLVKERQH��VWLOO�KRW��IURP�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW
URWLVVHULH�FKLFNHQ��FOHDQHG�R̆�WKH�VKUHGV�RI�PHDW
and placed it in that box next to your bed?
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would sleep still elude you many years later?
you can imagine a world without volcanoes,
ZLWKRXW�HDUWKTXDNHV��EXW�FDQ�\RX
LPDJLQH�D�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�ELUGV�FDQQRW�À\"

it is simple, or never simple, though now you wear
a reminder, a silver wishbone on a chain around your neck

when that clerk at the supermarket,
the one who bagged the rotisserie chicken,
DVNV�LI�WKDW�LV�D�ZLVKERQH�RQ�\RXU�QHFNODFH
tell her that it is

WHOO�KHU�WKDW�ZLWKRXW�ZLVKERQHV�ELUGV�FDQ¶W�À\
tell her that your marrowed bones
KDYH�OHDUQHG�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKH�ULJRUV�RI�ÀLJKW
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Cakes, and Cupcake Wars. She would always say, “I bet I could 
GR�WKDW �́�6R��RQH�GD\�VKH�GHFLGHG�WR�JLYH�LW�D�WU\�E\�PDNLQJ�KHU�
JRGGDXJKWHU�D�0RQVWHU�+LJK�FDNH�IRU�KHU�ELUWKGD\��6KH�ZDV�SURXG�RI�
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WKLV�W\SH�RI�FDFWXV�JURZLQJ�QDWXUDOO\��LW¶V�VWLOO�EHDXWLIXO��7R�VHH�PRUH�
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ODQGVFDSH�SKRWRJUDSK\��+LV�SDVVLRQV�DUH�FUHDWLQJ�DUW��SOD\LQJ�YLGHR�
JDPHV��DQG�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IULHQGV��IDPLO\��DQG�KLV�GRJ�
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DOMINIQUE WINGERD 
'RPLQLTXH�:LQJHUG�ZULWHV�EHVW�DIWHU�VKH¶V�KDG�D�JRRG�FU\��VODWKHUV�
on some essential oils, and begins by responding to the talk within 
KHU�VSLULW��$IWHU�GLVFRYHULQJ�VRPH�KLGGHQ�JLIWV�SURPSWHG�ZLWKLQ�
KHU�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�IDPLO\��VKH�RQO\�SXUVXHG�ZULWLQJ�DIWHU�D�QHLJKERU�
poet encouraged her to keep outpouring. Uncontent to be less than 
LQÀXHQWLDO��VKH�LV�D�PRP�PHQWRU�WR�KHU�EURRG��PDUULHG�WR�D�IDLWKIXO�
KXVEDQG��WKH\�DUH�ZULWLQJ�WKHLU�¿UVW�IDPLO\�FROODERUDWLYH�QRYHO���
DQG�VKH�FRXOG�VSHQG�DOO�GD\�VLQJLQJ�ZKLOH�SUXQLQJ�IUXLW�WUHHV�RU�
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LV�KHU�IDYRULWH�WLPH�RI�GD\��1HYHU�PLVVLQJ�D�VXQVHW�LV�RQ�WKH�EXFNHW�
OLVW��*UDWHIXO�IRU�OLIH�DQG�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�ZLWQHVV�LW�EUDYHO\��KHU�¿UVW�
SXEOLVKHG�SRHP�LV�³5DLQLQJ �́

SOPHIE GOODMAN 
Sophie Goodman is a sophomore at Eastern New Mexico University. 
6KH�KDV�OLYHG�LQ�3RUWDOHV�VLQFH�������EXW�LV�RULJLQDOO\�IURP�/DV�
&UXFHV��1HZ�0H[LFR��6RSKLH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�GHFLGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�D�IHZ�
GL̆HUHQW�FDUHHU�SDWKV��$OWKRXJK�3KRWRJUDSK\�LV�QRW�RQH�RI�WKRVH��LW�LV�
D�KREE\�RI�KHUV�WKDW�VKH�ORYHV�

TENIKA HEIDELBERG 
7UDQVLWLRQLQJ�LQWR�KHU�WKLUG�VHPHVWHU�RI�WKH�(108�JUDGXDWH�
SURJUDP��7HQLND�+HLGHOEHUJ�UHPDLQV�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�*$��7KLV�LV�KHU�
third time being published within El Portal. She aspires to become 
D�SURIHVVRU�OLNH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�KDYH�KHOSHG�KHU�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��WKH�
DPD]LQJ�SURIHVVRUV�DW�(108��+HU�SRHWU\�LV�FUHDWHG�VR�WKDW�KHU�
UHDGHUV�NQRZ�WKH\�DUH�QRW�DORQH�LQ�WKH�GDUNHU�PRPHQWV�WKDW�OLIH�KDV�
WR�R̆HU��

ALLISON MILES 
Allison Miles is 19 years old. Allison is a sophomore at Eastern New 
Mexico University where she majors in Theatre and minors in Digital 
Filmmaking.

DON KUNZ 
'RQ�.XQ]�LV�85,�3URIHVVRU�(PHULWXV�RI�(QJOLVK��+LV�HVVD\V��VKRUW�
VWRULHV��DQG�SRHPV�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�RYHU����OLWHUDU\�MRXUQDOV��+H�LV�
D�PHPEHU�RI�7KH�+LJK�'HVHUW�3RHWU\�&HOO��¿YH�PHQ�LQ�%HQG��2UHJRQ�
ZKR�GRQDWH�SURFHHGV�IURP�WKHLU�UHDGLQJV�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�ERRNV�RI�
SRHWU\�WR�ORFDO�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
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SARAMANDA SWIGART 
Saramanda Swigart has a BA in postcolonial literature and an MFA 
LQ�ZULWLQJ�DQG�OLWHUDU\�WUDQVODWLRQ�IURP�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��+HU�
VKRUW�ZRUN��HVVD\V��DQG�SRHWU\�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�2[IRUG�0DJD]LQH��
Superstition Review, The Alembic, Fogged Clarity, Ghost Town, The 
6DUDQDF�5HYLHZ��DQG�(XSKRQ\��WR�QDPH�D�IHZ��6KH�KDV�EHHQ�WHDFKLQJ�
literature, creative writing, and argumentative writing and critical 
WKLQNLQJ�DW�&LW\�&ROOHJH�RI�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�VLQFH������

MARIE BACIGALUPO 
0DULH�%DFLJDOXSR�VWXGLHG�FUHDWLYH�ZULWLQJ�DW�1<8��WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�
Fiction under Gordon Lish, the New School, and the Writers Studio. 
6KH�DOVR�DWWHQGHG�VXPPHU�ZRUNVKRSV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
Iowa, Narrative Magazine, and One Story Magazine. Marie won First 
3UL]H�DPRQJ������HQWULHV�LQ�WKH�:ULWHU¶V�'LJHVW���WK�$QQXDO�6KRUW�
6KRUW�6WRU\�&RQWHVW�IRU�KHU�VWRU\��³([FDYDWLRQ�́ �,Q�DGGLWLRQ��KHU�
ZRUN�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�7KH�%URRNO\Q�5DLO��9RO����%URRNO\Q��-RXUQDO�
RI�0LFUROLWHUDWXUH��7KH�([DPLQHG�/LIH�-RXUQDO��3HUVSHFWLYH�/LWHUDU\�
Magazine, Spark: A Creative Anthology, and other publications. She 
lives in Brooklyn, New York. 

MATTHEW J. SPIRENG 
0DWWKHZ�-��6SLUHQJ¶V������6LQFODLU�3RHWU\�3UL]H�ZLQQLQJ�ERRN�*RRG�
:RUN�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������E\�(YHQLQJ�6WUHHW�3UHVV��$Q����WLPH�
3XVKFDUW�3UL]H�QRPLQHH��KH�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WZR�RWKHU�IXOO�OHQJWK�
SRHWU\�ERRNV��:KDW�)RFXV�,V�DQG�2XW�RI�%RG\��ZLQQHU�RI�WKH������
%OXHVWHP�3RHWU\�$ZDUG��DQG�¿YH�FKDSERRNV��+H�ZDV�WKH�ZLQQHU�
RI�7KH�0DF*ẊQ¶V���rd�$QQXDO�3RHW�+XQW�&RQWHVW�LQ������DQG�WKH�
2015 Common Ground Review poetry contest.

DIANE WEBSTER 
Diane Webster’s goal is to remain open to poetry ideas in everyday 
OLIH��QDWXUH�RU�DQ�RYHUKHDUG�SKUDVH�DQG�WR�ZULWH��'LDQH�HQMR\V�WKH�
FKDOOHQJH�RI�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�LPDJHV�LQWR�ZRUGV�WR�¿W�KHU�SRHPV��+HU�
work has appeared in Better Than Starbucks, North Dakota 
Quarterly, Eunoia Review, and other literary magazines.

MARTE CARLOCK 
0DUWH�&DUORFN�VSHQW�DOPRVW����\HDUV�FKDVLQJ�IDFWV�DV�D�%RVWRQ�
*OREH�VWULQJHU��QRZ�VKH�¿QGV�LW¶V�PRUH�IXQ�WR�PDNH�WKLQJV�XS��
+HU�SRHPV�DQG�VKRUW�¿FWLRQ�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�VRPH�WZR�GR]HQ�
SXEOLFDWLRQV��6KH�LV�DXWKRU�RI�D�SRHP�FROOHFWLRQ��+RZ�,W�:LOO�%H�IURP�
Now On Out. 
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TIMOTHY DODD 
7LPRWK\�'RGG�LV�IURP�0LQN�6KRDOV��:9�DQG�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�VKRUW�
VWRU\�FROOHFWLRQV�0HQ�LQ�0LGQLJKW�%ORRP��&RZER\�-DPERUHH�
3UHVV���)LVVXUHV�DQG�2WKHU�6WRULHV��%RWWRP�'RJ�3UHVV���DQG�0RUWDOLW\�
%LUGV��6RXWKHUQPRVW�%RRNV��ZLWK�6WHYH�/DPEHUW���DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
SRHWU\�FROOHFWLRQ�0RGHUQ�$QFLHQW��7KH�+LJK�:LQGRZ�3UHVV���0RUH�
DERXW�WKH�DXWKRU�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�WLPRWK\EGRGG�ZRUGSUHVV�FRP�

RON TORRENCE 
5RQ�7RUUHQFH�SXEOLVKHG�KLV�¿UVW�VKRUW�VWRU\�DW����DQG�KLV�¿UVW�
SRHP�DW�����(YHQ�VR�KLV�¿FWLRQ��QRQ�¿FWLRQ�DQG�SRHWU\�DUH�ZLGHO\�
published. the prophet bird, a poetry collection, was published in 
������DQG�-XOLD¶V�:DU��D�FKDSERRN�RI�IRXU�LQWHUUHODWHG�VWRULHV��KDV�
just been published.

RICK WIRICK 
Richard Wirick�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�IRXU�ERRNV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�WUDQVODWHG�
LQWR�PRUH�WKDQ�WHQ�ODQJXDJHV��2QH�+XQGUHG�6LEHULDQ�3RVWFDUGV�
��������VKRUW�PHPRLU�¿FWLRQ�SLHFHV��ZDV�D�/RQGRQ�7LPHV�QRWDEOH�
%RRN�IRU������DQG�QRPLQDWHG�IRU�D�3(1�%LQJKDP�$ZDUG�IRU�EHVW�
¿UVW�ZRUN�E\�DQ�$PHULFDQ�ZULWHU��,W�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�VWRU\�
FROOHFWLRQ���.LFNLQJ�,Q���������7KH�QRYHO�7KH�'HYLO¶V�:DWHU��ZDV�
published in 2014, and a new novel, Sudden Mountain: Chapters 
)URP�7KH�*KRVW�<HDU��LV�IRUWKFRPLQJ�LQ�������DV�ZHOO�DV�D�WKLUG�VWRU\�
FROOHFWLRQ��+LV�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�HVVD\V��+DW�RI�&DQGOHV��FDPH�RXW�LQ�������
+H�ZULWHV�IRU�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�SHULRGLFDOV�LQ�WKH�8�6���8�.���DQG�LV�D�
VHQLRU�YRWLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�%RRN�&ULWLFV�&LUFOH��2ULJLQDOO\�
IURP�WKH�0LGZHVW��KH�SUDFWLFHV�ODZ�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��ZKHUH�KH�OLYHV�
ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\�

CHRISTIAN WARD 
&KULVWLDQ�:DUG�LV�D�8.�EDVHG�ZULWHU�ZKR�KDV�UHFHQWO\�DSSHDUHG�
in Open Minds Quarterly, Double Speak, Obsessed with 
3LSHZRUN��3ULPHYDO�0RQVWHU��&ODGH�6RQJ��8SSDJXV�DQG�%OXH+RXVH�
-RXUQDO�

THOMAS ELSON 
Thomas Elson’s stories appear in numerous venues, including 
(OOLSVLV��&LUTXH��%HWWHU�7KDQ�6WDUEXFNV��%XOO��&DELQHW�RI�+HHG��
Flash Frontier, El Portal, Ginosko, Short Édition, North Dakota 
4XDUWHUO\��-RXUQDO�RI�([SUHVVLYH�:ULWLQJ��'HDG�0XOH�6FKRRO��6HONLH��
1HZ�8OVWHU��/DPSHWHU��DQG�$GHODLGH��+H�GLYLGHV�KLV�WLPH�EHWZHHQ�
1RUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DQG�:HVWHUQ�.DQVDV�
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PHILIP KUAN 
3KLOLS�.XDQ�LV�DQ�DVSLULQJ�&DOLIRUQLDQ�ZULWHU�ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�
EHIXGGOLQJ�UHDGHUV��6RPH�RI�KLV�IDYRULWH�DXWKRUV�LQFOXGH�&KDUOHV�
'LFNHQV��7RONLHQ��DQG�)UDQ]�.DIND��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��+H�KDV�EHHQ�
SXEOLVKHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�VKRUW�VWRU\�PDJD]LQHV��DQG�LV�DOZD\V�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
FRQVWUXFWLYH�IHHGEDFN�DW�http://philkuan.wordpress.com/

CATHERINE PARILLA 
New to prose, Catherine’s short stories have appeared in Paperplates, 
6DFUDPHQWR�5HYLHZ��$YDORQ�/LWHUDU\�-RXUQDO��DQG�LQ�WKH�H�MRXUQDO��
&RXUWVKLS�RI�WKH�:LQGV��LV�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�KHU�VHFRQG�QRYHO�7KH�
&KULVWPDV�'ULYH�E\��&DWKHULQH¶V�SRHPV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�
VWLOOV�DQG�VKDGRZV�RI�PHPRU\�DQG�HYHU\GD\�OLIH��7KH\�KDYH�EHHQ�
published in: Alembic, Compass Rose, Crack the Spine, Diverse 
Voices Quarterly, descant, Eclipse, Eureka Literary Magazine, Green 
+LOOV�/LWHUDU\�/DQWHUQ��*UL̇Q��/LFNLQJ�5LYHU�5HYLHZ��3DLQWHG�%ULGH�
Quarterly, Pisgah Review, POEM, and Wisconsin Review. She taught 
academic writing at New York University and Montclair University, 
and Poetry and Creative Writing at Fairleigh Dickinson University 
ZKHUH�VKH�ZDV�D�VHQLRU�OHFWXUHU�IRU�WHQ�\HDUV��&DWKHULQH¶V�3K�'��LV�
LQ�FRPSDUDWLYH�OLWHUDWXUH�IURP�1<8�ZLWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�OLWHUDU\�WKHRU\��
7KH�7KHRU\�IRU�5HDGLQJ�'UDPDWLF�7H[WV�LV�WKH�WLWOH�RI�KHU�SXEOLVKHG�
dissertation.

SUZANNE O’CONNELL 
6X]DQQH�2¶&RQQHOO¶V�UHFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHG�ZRUN�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�
%UXVK¿UH��'HOPDUYD�5HYLHZ��*RRG�:RUNV�5HYLHZ��1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�
5HYLHZ��3DWHUVRQ�/LWHUDU\�5HYLHZ��3LQH�+LOOV�5HYLHZ��3RHW�/RUH��
9LVLWDQW�/LW��:UDWK�%HDULQJ�7UHH��DQG�RWKHUV��+HU�WZR�SRHWU\�
collections, A Prayer For Torn Stockings and What Luck, were 
published by Garden Oak Press.

ALISON HICKS 
$OLVRQ�+LFNV�ZDV�DZDUGHG�WKH������%LUG\�3UL]H�IURP�0HDGRZODUN�
3UHVV�IRU�.QRZLQJ�,V�D�%UDQFKLQJ�7UDLO��3UHYLRXV�FROOHFWLRQV�DUH�<RX�
:KR�7RRN�WKH�%RDW�2XW�DQG�.LVV��D�FKDSERRN�)DOOLQJ�'UHDPV��DQG�D�
QRYHOOD�/RYH��$�6WRU\�RI�,PDJHV��+HU�ZRUN�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�(FOLSVH��
*DUJR\OH��3HUPDIURVW��DQG�3RHW�/RUH��6KH�ZDV�QDPHG�D�¿QDOLVW�IRU�
WKH������%HXOODK�5RVH�SUL]H�IURP�6PDUWLVK�3DFH��DQG�QRPLQDWHG�IRU�
D�3XVKFDUW�3UL]H�E\�*UHHQ�+LOOV�/LWHUDU\�/DQWHUQ��6KH�LV�IRXQGHU�RI�
*UHDWHU�3KLODGHOSKLD�:RUGVKRS�6WXGLR��ZKLFK�R̆HUV�FRPPXQLW\�
based writing workshops.
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SAM AMBLER 
Mr. Ambler’s writing has been published in Apricity Magazine, 
&KULVWRSKHU�6WUHHW��&LW\�/LJKWV�5HYLHZ�1XPEHU����(XSKRQ\�-RXUQDO��
(YHQLQJ�6WUHHW�5HYLHZ��*OLQW�/LWHUDU\�-RXUQDO��+HDGZD\�4XDUWHUO\��
+HDUWK�	�&ṘQ��7KH�-DPHV�:KLWH�5HYLHZ��1L[HV�0DWH�5HYLHZ��
The Phoenix, Plainsongs Poetry Magazine, Red Wheelbarrow, 
DQG�9LVLWDQW��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��0RVW�UHFHQWO\��KH�ZDV�IHDWXUHG�LQ�WKH�
DQWKRORJ\�92,&(6�2)�7+(�*5,(9,1*�+($57��+H�KDV�D�%$�LQ�
(QJOLVK��VSHFLDOL]LQJ�LQ�FUHDWLYH�ZULWLQJ�RI�SRHWU\��IURP�6WDQIRUG�
University. 

ROB ARMSTRONG 
5RE�$UPVWURQJ�PLQHV�FRPHG\�IURP�KLV�RZQ�OLIH�DV�D�VWD\�DW�
KRPH�GDG��$IWHU�JUDGXDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�:KDUWRQ�6FKRRO�RI�%XVLQHVV��
KH�ZRUNHG�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�¿QDQFH�EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�DQ�³HDUO\�
UHWLUHPHQW´�WR�ORRN�DIWHU�KLV�WZR�GDXJKWHUV��+LV�¿UVW�ERRN��'DGG\�
�����$�&RPHG\�RI�(UURUV��SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������*HDU�3UHVV���ZRQ�WKH�
�����,QGHSHQGHQW�$XWKRU�1HWZRUN�$ZDUG�IRU�%HVW�&RPHG\�6DWLUH�
1RYHO��$UPVWURQJ�OLYHV�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�WKH�*UHDWHU�
Philadelphia area.

KELLY TALBOT 
.HOO\�7DOERW�KDV�HGLWHG�ERRNV�DQG�RWKHU�FRQWHQW�IRU����\HDUV�IRU�
:LOH\��0DFPLOODQ��2[IRUG��3HDUVRQ�(GXFDWLRQ��DQG�RWKHU�SXEOLVKHUV��
+LV�ZULWLQJ�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�GR]HQV�RI�PDJD]LQHV�DQG�DQWKRORJLHV��
+H�LV�EDVHG�LQ�,QGLDQDSROLV��,QGLDQD��EXW�KH�VSHQGV�DV�PXFK�WLPH�DV�
possible in Timisoara, Romania.

RICK KUENNING 
5LFN�.XHQQLQJ�WUDQVODWHV�OLIHORQJ�ZULWLQJ�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�
LQWR�SRHPV�LQIRUPHG�E\�D�TXLFN�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�VHQVLELOLW\��+LV�ZRUN�
draws on a long career in international relations and national policy, 
and on his keen interest in art, culture, religious studies, and nature. 
In his poems, cultural and political insights are leavened with 
ZKLPVLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQ�DQG�O\ULFDO�PHGLWDWLRQV��+H�LV�DZHG�E\�QDWXUH��
DQJHUHG�E\�LQMXVWLFH��DQG�PRYHG�E\�WKH�VWRULHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKRVH�YRLFHV�
DUH�QRW�KHDUG��$IWHU�GHFDGHV�OLYLQJ��WHDFKLQJ�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�RYHUVHDV��
5LFN�.XHQQLQJ�OLYHV�LQ�WKH�$SSDODFKLDQ�PRXQWDLQV�QHDU�$VKHYLOOH��
NC. 
%6�860$��0$��(QJOLVK��'XNH��$%'��(QJOLVK��8��RI�0'��7HDFKLQJ��
undergraduate English and Philosophy at USMA and USNA.
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MARY ANN DIMAND 
Mary Ann lives in Colorado where she is turning a small horse 
SURSHUW\�LQWR�D�PLQL�IDUP��6KH¶V�SUHWW\�KDSS\�WR�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�WKH�
UHVLGHQW�FUHDWXUHV��HYHQ�VTXLUUHOV��%XW�WKRXJK�VKH�DGPLUHV�WKH�
WHQDFLW\�RI�ELQGZHHG�LW�NLQG�RI�PDNHV�KHU�FUD]\�

JAMES DEMARSE 
-DPHV�'H0DUVH�KDV�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�(YHQLQJ�6WUHHW�
5HYLHZ��7KH�3HQPHQ�5HYLHZ��DQG�9DOSDUDLVR�)LFWLRQ�5HYLHZ��+H�KDV�
written a novel, To Cross a Raging River, a novella called, Rescue 
WKLV�&DW��DQG�KDV�MXVW�FRPSOHWHG�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�VKRUW�VWRULHV��$V�
D�SOD\ZULJKW��KH�KDV�KDG�$FWRUV¶�(TXLW\�$VVRFLDWLRQ�VKRZFDVH�
SURGXFWLRQV�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�RI�WZR�IXOO�OHQJWK�SOD\V��.QRFN�¶(P�'HDG�DW�
the Image Theater and Breaking Through the Clutter at the 42nd 
6WUHHW�:RUNVKRS��ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�DUWLVWLF�GLUHFWRU�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��+H�
KDV�DOVR�KDG�QXPHURXV�SURGXFWLRQV�DQG�UHDGLQJV�RI�RWKHU�IXOO�OHQJWK�
DQG�RQH�DFW�SOD\V��+LV�SOD\�([LVWLQJ�3ULYLOHJH�ZDV�FKRVHQ�IRU�WKH�
(OLD�.D]DQ�)LOP�)HVWLYDO�DW�WKH�$FWRUV�6WXGLR�DQG�JLYHQ�D�VORW�DW�WKH�
Berkshire Playwrights Lab.

LYNN GLICKLICH COHEN 
Lynn Glicklich Cohen lives, writes, cooks, listens to podcasts, 
VZLPV��DQG�ZDONV�KHU�GRJ�LQ�0LOZDXNHH��:,��+HU�SRHWU\�DQG�RWKHU�
writing has been published in Trampoline, Front Range Review, 
6DLQW�.DWKHULQH¶V�5HYLHZ��2EHURQ��3HUHJULQH��(YHQLQJ�6WUHHW�
5HYLHZ��DQG�7KH�/RV�$QJHOHV�7LPHV�0DJD]LQH��+HU�QRYHO��³$�7HUULEOH�
&DVH�RI�%HDXW\�́ �ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�7UHEOH�3UHVV�

DAVID REUTER 
David Reuter has been published in The Cape Rock, Existere 
-RXUQDO��1HRORJLVP�3RHWU\�-RXUQDO��3HQQV\OYDQLD�/LWHUDU\�-RXUQDO��
3HUFHSWLRQV�0DJD]LQH��6DQGSLSHU��6DQVNULW�/LWHUDU\�$UWV�0DJD]LQH��
Visitant, and Vox Poetica. David attended William Paterson 
8QLYHUVLW\¶V�:ULWHU¶V�&RQIHUHQFH�LQ������DQG�5XWJHUV�:ULWHUV¶�
&RQIHUHQFHV�LQ������������DQG������

DAVID SUMMERFIELD 
'DYLG�6XPPHU¿HOG�LV�D�JUDGXDWH�RI�'DYLG�1��0\HUV�8QLYHUVLW\��
Cleveland, Ohio, with an A.S. in Business Administration where 
KH�ZDV�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�SXEOLFDWLRQ��³0LOOHQQLXP�́ �+H�LV�DOVR�
D�JUDGXDWH�RI�)URVWEXUJ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��0DU\ODQG��IURP�ZKLFK�KH�
KROGV�D�%�6��GHJUHH�LQ�%XVLQHVV�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��+H�LV�D�PLOLWDU\�
veteran with service in the US Marine Corp and US Army where he 
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�,UDT�ZDU��+H�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�RXWGRRU�FROXPQLVW�IRU�WKH�
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1HZV�7ULEXQH��.H\VHU��:9�DQG�DV�D�&HUWL¿HG�:HVW�9LUJLQLD�0DVWHU�
1DWXUDOLVW�FR�HGLWRU�RI�³)ULHQGV�RI�WKH����WK�́ �WKH�ṘFLDO�SXEOLFDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�:LOGOLIH�5HIXJH�ORFDWHG�LQ�&DQDDQ�9DOOH\��:9�

KIM VENKATARAMAN 
.LP�JUHZ�XS�LQ�0DLQH�ZKHUH�VKH�QRZ�VSHQGV�WKH�VXPPHU��+HU�VKRUW�
VWRULHV�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�SXEOLFDWLRQV��³5HFODLPLQJ´�LV�SDUW�RI�
D�ERRN�LQ�SURJUHVV�PDGH�XS�RI�OLQNHG�VKRUW�VWRULHV�VHW�RQ�D�¿FWLRQDO�
island in Maine.

CELIA MEADE 
Celia Meade is an MFA writing student at Sarah Lawrence College 
LQ�1HZ�<RUN��VWXG\LQJ�XQGHU�0DULH�+RZH��'HQQLV�1XUNVH�DQG�-R�
$QQ�%HDUG��6KH�ZRQ�VHFRQG�SODFH�LQ�WKH�5DYHQ�3RHWU\�FRQWHVW�IRU�KHU�
FKDSERRN�³7KH�2QHV�<RX�/RYH �́�6KH�KROGV�DQ�0)$�LQ�SDLQWLQJ��KDV�
shown internationally and lives in Salt Spring Island, Canada and 
1HZ�<RUN��+HU�ZULWLQJ�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�/DNH�(̆HFW��/XQDULV��7KH�
/RXLVYLOOH�5HYLHZ��DQG�GR]HQV�RI�RWKHU�PDJD]LQHV�

KEN MEISEL 
.HQ�0HLVHO�LV�D�SRHW�DQG�SV\FKRWKHUDSLVW�IURP�WKH�'HWURLW�DUHD��
+H�LV�D������.UHVJH�$UWV�/LWHUDU\�)HOORZ��3XVKFDUW�3UL]H�QRPLQHH��
ZLQQHU�RI�WKH�/LDNRXUD�3UL]H�DQG�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�HLJKW�SRHWU\�
collections. Recent collections include: Our Common Souls: New 
	�6HOHFWHG�3RHPV�RI�'HWURLW��%OXH�+RUVH�3UHVV��������0RUWDO�
/XOODELHV��)XWXUH&\FOH�3UHVV���������7KH�'UXQNHQ�6ZHHWKHDUW�DW�0\�
'RRU��)XWXUH&\FOH�3UHVV���������+H�KDV�ZRUN�LQ�5DWWOH��&UDE�&UHHN�
Review, Concho River Review, San Pedro River Review, and The 
0F*ẊQ��+LV�QHZ�ERRN��6WXGLHV�,QVLGH�WKH�&RQVHQW�RI�D�'LVWDQFH��
ZLOO�EH�SXEOLVKHG�E\�.HOVD\�3UHVV�LQ�-DQXDU\������

KATHLEEN GLASSBURN 
.DWKOHHQ�*ODVVEXUQ�OLYHV�DQG�ZULWHV�LQ�(GPRQGV��:$��6KH�LV�WKH�
KDSS\�RZQHU�RI�IRXU�GRJV��WZR�FDWV��DQG�D�KRUVH��.DWKOHHQ�KDV�DQ�
0)$�IURP�$QWLRFK�8QLYHUVLW\��/RV�$QJHOHV�DQG�KDV�KDG�PDQ\�VKRUW�
stories published in literary journals. She has a novel, Making 
It Work, and a short story collection, Where Do Stories Come 
)URP"�6KH�LV�DOVR�PDQDJLQJ�HGLWRU�RI�7KH�:ULWHU¶V�:RUNVKRS�
Review, www.thewritersworkshopreview.net�)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
please see her website: www.kathleenglassburn.com

MICHAEL SHEN 
0LFKHDO�6KHQ�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�&KLQD��EXW�KDV�OLYHG�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�IRU�
RYHU����\HDUV��$IWHU�ZRUN�DV�D�SV\FKRORJLVW��FDUSHQWHU��DQG��IRU�
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over 30 years, a civil rights lawyer, he retired several years ago. 
+H�EHJDQ�ZULWLQJ�SRHWU\���\HDUV�DJR��+LV�SRHPV�DSSHDU�LQ�$QDFXD�
/LWHUDU\�$UWV�-RXUQDO��3RHWV�&KRLFH��(XSKRQ\�-RXUQDO��9DOLDQW�
6FULEHV��+RWSRHW��,QF���DQG�7KH�&ORVHG�(\H�2SHQ�

WILL WALKER 
Will Walker received his bachelor’s degree in English history and 
OLWHUDWXUH�IURP�+DUYDUG�&ROOHJH��+H�KDV�DWWHQGHG�QXPHURXV�ZULWLQJ�
ZRUNVKRSV�ZLWK�0DULH�+RZH��7KHD�6XOOLYDQ��*DLO�0D]XU��5REHUW�
3LQVN\��$ODQ�6KDSLUR��DQG�0DUN�'RW\��+H�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�
+DLJKW�$VKEXU\�/LWHUDU\�-RXUQDO�

CYNDY MUSCATEL 
&\QG\�0XVFDWHO�KDV�ZULWWHQ�IRU�VHYHUDO�SXEOLFDWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�7KH�
Seattle Times and The Desert Sun. She currently writes a column 
IRU�6752//�/DNH�6KHUZRRG��+HU�¿FWLRQ��QRQ�¿FWLRQ��DQG�SRHWU\�
KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�PDQ\�MRXUQDOV�LQFOXGLQJ�7KH�0DF*ẊQ��
0DLQ�6WUHHW�5DJ��1RUWK�$WODQWLF�5HYLHZ��DQG�4XHUFXV�5HYLHZ��+HU�
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�SXEOLVKHG�VKRUW�VWRULHV�³5DGLR�'D\V´�LV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�
$PD]RQ��6KH�LV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�PHPRLU�RI�KHU�WLPH�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�
LQQHU�FLW\�RI�6HDWWOH�GXULQJ�WKH�6L[WLHV��DQG�WHDFKLQJ�PHPRLU�ZULWLQJ�
LQ�.RQD��+DZDLL��

BRAY MCDONALD 
Bray McDonald is a poet and Environmental Educator. Mr. 
McDonald has been published in numerous journals in the U. S. 
DQG�(XURSH�LQFOXGLQJ�%OXH�&ROODU�5HYLHZ��&DOLIRUQLD�4XDUWHUO\��
7KH�&DSH�5RFN��'DVK��,����5HYLHZ��5RFNKXUVW�5HYLHZ��7KLUG�
Wednesday, Chiron Review, Adelaide Literary Magazine, Nod 
�&DQ����DQG�%HWZHHQ�7KHVH�6KRUHV�$QWKRORJ\��*ROG�'XVW�LQ�WKH�8.�
DQG�7KH�7UDQVQDWLRQDO��*HU����+H�DOVR�KDV�SRHWU\�IRUWKFRPLQJ�LQ�
Evening Street Review, Plainsongs, Cholla Needles and New Reader 
Magazine.

FRANK JAMISON 
Frank Jamison’s work has appeared in numerous literary journals, 
LQFOXGLQJ�$QWKRORJ\�RI�$SSDODFKLDQ�:ULWHUV��$UNDQD��$YDORQ�
/LWHUDU\�5HYLHZ��%LJ�0XGG\��'$6+�/LWHUDU\�-RXUQDO��*OLQW�/LWHUDU\�
-RXUQDO��+LV�ERRN�RI�SRHPV��0DUJLQDO�1RWHV��ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������
DQG�KLV�ERRN�RI�SRHPV��6RQJV�RI�8QVXQJ�3HRSOH��ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������

MARCELLE THIÉBAUX 
0DUFHOOH�7KLpEDX[�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�VWRULHV�LQ�7KH�0DF*ẊQ��
decomP, Delmarva Review, Dogzplot, Avalon, Visitant, Grand 
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&HQWUDO�1RLU��&UHDP�&LW\�5HYLHZ��+RPH�3ODQHW�1HZV��/LWHUDO�
Latté, Penmen Review, Starward Tales, Ignatian, Forge, Louisiana 
/LWHUDWXUH��0RXQW�+RSH�0DJD]LQH��DQG�HOVHZKHUH��+HU�ERRNV�RQ�
PHGLHYDO�WKHPHV�LQFOXGH�7KH�6WDJ�RI�/RYH��7KH�&KDVH�LQ�0HGLHYDO�
/LWHUDWXUH��7KH�:ULWLQJV�RI�0HGLHYDO�:RPHQ�DQG�8QUXO\�3ULQFHVV��
D�QRYHO�RI���th�FHQWXU\�+XQJDU\��)RU�KHU�¿FWLRQ��VKH�UHFHLYHG�D�3HQ�	�
Brush Club Award and a Writer’s Digest Writing Competition Award. 
6KH�KDV�EHHQ�QRPLQDWHG�IRU�D�3XVKFDUW�3UL]H�

ALITA PIRKOPF 
$OLWD¶V�IDPLO\�PRYHG�WR�6DOW�/DNH�&LW\�ZKHUH�VKH�DWWHQGHG�WKLUG�
JUDGH��DQG�WKHQ�WR�6HDWWOH��ZKHUH�VKH�DWWHQGHG�VFKRRO�IURP�IRXUWK�
JUDGH�WKURXJK�KLJK�VFKRRO��+HU�IDWKHU�ZDV�R̆HUHG�D�MRE�RSSRUWXQLW\�
in New York at the same time that she was about to move east to 
DWWHQG�0LGGOHEXU\�&ROOHJH�LQ�9HUPRQW��7KH�IDPLO\�PRYHG�HDVW��
<HDUV�DIWHU�JUDGXDWLQJ�IURP�0LGGOHEXU\��ZLWK�D�GHJUHH�LQ�VRFLRORJ\��
Alita moved to Colorado. She earned a master’s degree in English 
/LWHUDWXUH�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�'HQYHU�DQG�EHFDPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
interested in women’s writing, women’s voices. Alita sought her 
own voice. She enrolled in a poetry seminar taught by the poet Bin 
5DPNH��3RHWU\�FRQWLQXHV�DV�D�ORQJ�WHUP�IRFXV�DQG�REVHVVLRQ�

NICOLETTE REIM 
Nicolette Reim is a poet, visual artist and translator who has been 
SXEOLVKHG�LQ�%UXVK¿UH��0DXGOLQ�+RXVH��0RMDYH�5LYHU�5HYLHZ��
Pittsburgh Poetry Review, Poetic Sun, The Rail, Glint Literary 
-RXUQDO��9RLFHV�GH�OD�/XQD��DQG�RWKHU�SXEOLFDWLRQV��6KH�VWXGLHG�DUW�DW�
7KH�1HZ�<RUN�6WXGLR�6FKRRO�DQG�FUHDWHV�DEVWUDFWLRQV�IURP�ZULWLQJ�
DQG�WRSRJUDSK\��6KH�KROGV�D�0DVWHU�'HJUHH�LQ�/LIH�6FLHQFH�IURP�
&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�D�0DVWHU�'HJUHH�RI�)LQH�$UWV�LQ�3RHWU\�
ZLWK�D�&RQFHQWUDWLRQ�LQ�7UDQVODWLRQ�IURP�'UHZ�8QLYHUVLW\��6KH�LV�D�
PHPEHU�RI�1RKR0���*DOOHU\�LQ�1<&�

GLENN ENTIS 
*OHQQ�(QWLV�OLYHV�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&DOLIRUQLD�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH��+H�
writes poetry about almost everything except his long career in 
computer animation and videogames.

IVANOV REYEZ 
,YDQRY�5H\H]�ZDV�DQ�(QJOLVK�SURIHVVRU�DW�2GHVVD�&ROOHJH��+LV�SRHWU\�
LV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�7KH�&DIH�5HYLHZ��(FOLSVH��3LQ\RQ��7KH�%OXH�0RXQWDLQ�
Review, The Mochila Review, Chili Verde Review, BorderSenses, New 
Texas 2012, Sierra Nevada Review, Cooweescoowee, Paris Lit Up, 
DQG�RWKHU�MRXUQDOV��+H�ZRQ�WKH�ULYHU6HGJH�3RHWU\�3UL]H�������+H�
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LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�3RHPV��1RW�3RHWU\��)LQLVKLQJ�/LQH�3UHVV���������
+LV�VKRUW�¿FWLRQ�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�6HSKDUGLF�$PHULFDQ�9RLFHV��7ZR�
+XQGUHG�<HDUV�RI�D�/LWHUDU\�/HJDF\����th Parallel Magazine, The 
Mayo Review, Texas Short Stories, Terra Incognita, and elsewhere. 
+H�KDV�UHFHLYHG�D�3XVKFDUW�3UL]H�QRPLQDWLRQ�LQ�¿FWLRQ�

CAT THOMPSON WYATT 
,QWXLWLYH��FRORUIXO��SUROL¿F�VWRU\WHOOHU�DQG�DQ�HFFHQWULF�IUHH�VSLULW��
&D\�:\DWW�KDV�GUDZQ�IURP�H[SHULHQFHV�SODFLQJ�KHU�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�
place, right time and wrong place at the wrong time. Mother, 
JUDQGPRWKHU��IULHQG��KHU�VWRULHV�VKRZ�³VOLFH�RI�OLIH´�DGYHQWXUHV�ZLWK�
D�VO\�VHQVH�RI�KXPRU��6KH�KDV�QHYHU�WXUQHG�GRZQ�D�QHZ�DGYHQWXUH�
including sailing, racing, living on sailboats on the Columbia River, 
San Francisco Bay, Mexico and Florida Cays. Published in several 
periodicals including Dunes Review, Penmen Review, MARY, 
Evening Street Review and Good Works Review. Cat has studied 
XQGHU�-XOLH�&DQWUHOO�DQG�6WRU\�6XPPLW��3DQ�+RXVWRQ��5LFKDUG�
Bausch, Steve Almond, Luis Alberto Urrea at renown Tomales 
%D\�DQG�&KDXWDXTXD�:ULWHUV�:RUNVKRSV��6KH�KDV�DOVR�DWWHQGHG�
0DVWHU�FODVVHV�DQG�ZRUNVKRSV�DW�.DXDL�:ULWHUV��6KH¶V�ZRUNHG�
ZLWK�QRQSUR¿WV��WKH�$PHULFDQ�5HG�&URVV��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�DV�
D�WUDXPD�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�VSHFLDOLVW�ZLWK�VNL�SDWUROV��SROLFH�DQG�¿UH�
bureaus. Living in Anchorage, Alaska, with her husband and adopted 
cats – she can still see the water.

ROB COOK 
5RE�&RRN�ZDV�D�IRXQGLQJ�HPSOR\HH�RI�3L[DU�DQG�UHFLSLHQW�RI�
WKH�¿UVW�2VFDU�JLYHQ�IRU�VRIWZDUH��$�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�UXUDO�HDVW�
7HQQHVVHH�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�D�SHULRG�RI�SK\VLFDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO�
wandering that eventually landed him in San Francisco. Along 
WKH�ZD\��KH�VWXGLHG�SK\VLFV��SOD\HG�SLDQR��FOLPEHG�URFNV��DQG�ÀHZ�
SODQHV��+LV�SRHPV�DSSHDU�LQ�&LGHU�+RXVH�3UHVV��6WHDP�7LFNHW��
:KLVWOLQJ�6KDGH��DQG�RWKHUV��VHH�robcookpoetry.com���+H�OLNHV�OLYLQJ�
DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�DUW��VFLHQFH��LQQHU�H[SORUDWLRQ��DQG�ZRUOGO\�
SUDFWLFDOLW\��VSULQNOHG�OLEHUDOO\�ZLWK�DGYHQWXUH�DQG�IXQ�

DS MAOLALAI 
'6�0DRODODL�KDV�UHFHLYHG�HOHYHQ�QRPLQDWLRQV�IRU�%HVW�RI�WKH�1HW�DQG�
VHYHQ�IRU�WKH�3XVKFDUW�3UL]H��+LV�SRHWU\�KDV�EHHQ�UHOHDVHG�LQ�WKUHH�
FROOHFWLRQV��³/RYH�LV�%UHDNLQJ�3ODWHV�LQ�WKH�*DUGHQ´��(QFLUFOH�3UHVV��
�������³6DG�+DYRF�$PRQJ�WKH�%LUGV´��7XUDV�3UHVV��������DQG�³1REOH�
5RW´��7XUDV�3UHVV�������
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RICK MCKENZIE 
5LFN�0F.HQ]LH�WDXJKW�SUH�VFKRRO�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��WKHQ�ZRUNHG�DV�
D�SDUN�UDQJHU��+LV�ZRUN�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�7KH�<DOH�5HYLHZ��0DQWLV��
7KH�5RXQG��7DONLQJ�5LYHU��DQG�RWKHU�OLWHUDU\�PDJD]LQHV��+LV�IDWKHU�
was also a poet. Rick and Suzanne love dancing, singing, and being 
outdoors.

STEPHEN SCARANO 
Steve Scarano greatly enjoyed his youth and teen years at the now 
GHIXQFW�:DONHU�$LU�)RUFH�%DVH�LQ�5RVZHOO��$������JUDGXDWH�RI�
(108��KLV�3RUWDOHV�OLIH�LQFOXGHG�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�(O�3RUWDO�FRPPLWWHH�
DQG�WDNLQJ�VHYHUDO�FRXUVHV�ZLWK�'RFWRU�-DFN�:LOOLDPVRQ��$IWHU�
VHUYLFH�DV�D�0DULQH�&RUSV�DUWLOOHU\�ṘFHU��6WHYH�UHWLUHG�DV�D�SROLFH�
&DSWDLQ�ZLWK�D�WKUHH�GHFDGH�FDUHHU�LQ�D�VRXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DJHQF\��
This year was his 14th�VHDVRQ�DV�D�7UDLO�$QJHO�RQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�&UHVW�
7UDLO��FDOO�KLP�³+DPEXUJHU�+HOSHU´��DQG�DV�D�YROXQWHHU�'XVW�'HYLO�DW�
D�ODUJH�UHJLRQDO�SDUN�LQ�6DQ�'LHJR�&RXQW\��+H�UHDOO\�ZDV�D�OLIHJXDUG�

IRIS LITT 
,ULV�/LWW�WRRN�D�EUHDN�IURP�ZULWLQJ�DIWHU�VWDUWLQJ�KHU�FDUHHU��EXW�DW�
WKH�DJH�RI�����UHWXUQHG�WR�DXWKRUVKLS��,ULV�ZDV�DQ�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�
writer. She has had stories, poems, and articles published in the 
6DWXUGD\�(YHQLQJ�3RVW��7UDYHOHUV¶�7DOHV��&RQIURQWDWLRQ��7KH�:LGRZ¶V�
+DQGERRN��7KH�/RQGRQ�0DJD]LQH��7KH�1HZ�5HQQDLVVDQFH��(DUWK¶V�
Daughters, and Rambunctious Review, as well as many others. El 
3RUWDO�LV�SOHDVHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�SXEOLVK�PRUH�RI�KHU�ZRUN�

JOHN DORROH 
-RKQ�'RUURK�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�ZRUGV�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�VRPH�PDJLF�
potion, that words engage themselves with the soul and never die. 
+H�DSSUHFLDWHV�WKH�ZRUN�WKDW�ZHQW�LQWR�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�SRHP�WKDW�
KH�UHDGV�LQ�MRXUQDOV�E\�HYHU\�DXWKRU��+H�WKDQNV�WKHP��7KUHH�RI�
KLV�SRHPV�KDYH�EHHQ�QRPLQDWHG�IRU�%HVW�RI�WKH�1HW��2WKHUV�KDYH�
DSSHDUHG�LQ�RYHU�����¿QH�MRXUQDOV�VXFK�DV�)HUDO��5LYHU�+HURQ��
3LQ\RQ��%XUQLQJZRUG��7KH�2UFKDUGV�3RHWU\�-RXUQDO��	�1RUWK�
'DNRWD�4XDUWHUO\��+H�KDG�WZR�FKDSERRNV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������

KATHARINE L. MCKENNA 
Katharine L. McKenna holds a BA in American Studies and a minor 
LQ�$QWKURSRORJ\�IURP�:HVOH\DQ�8QLYHUVLW\��+HU�ERRN�+RSLV��7HZDV��
and the American Road, edited by Willard Walker, was published 
WKURXJK�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ�0H[LFR�3UHVV���������+HU�ZRUN�KDV�
EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�RU�LV�IRUWKFRPLQJ�LQ�&REDOW�:HHNO\�
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JEFFREY KINGMAN 
-H̆UH\�.LQJPDQ¶V�SRHWU\�FROOHFWLRQ��%(<21'�7+$7�+,//�,�
*$7+(5��ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�)LQLVKLQJ�/LQH�3UHVV�LQ�-XQH�������
+LV�FKDSERRN��21�$�52$'��ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�'HFHPEHU�RI�������
+H�LV�WKH�ZLQQHU�RI�WKH������(\HODQGV�%RRN�$ZDUG��*UHHFH��IRU�DQ�
XQSXEOLVKHG�SRHWU\�ERRN��D�¿QDOLVW�LQ�WKH������+LOODU\�*UDYHQG\N�
3UL]H�ERRN�FRPSHWLWLRQ��DQG�D�¿QDOLVW�LQ�WKH������3ULPH�1XPEHU�
0DJD]LQH�$ZDUG�IRU�3RHWU\��+H�KDV�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�3$1.��
&ODFNDPDV��9LVLWDQW��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV��-H̆�KDV�D�0DVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�
0XVLF�&RPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�KDV�SOD\HG�GUXPV�LQ�URFN�EDQGV�PRVW�RI� 
KLV�OLIH�

JIM KRAUS 
-LP�.UDXV�OLYHV�LQ�+RQROXOX��+LV�SRHWU\�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�+DZDL¶L�
5HYLHZ��.LQDODPWHQ�*L�3DVL¿NX�$QWKRORJ\��*XDP���3RHWU\�
+DZDL¶L��%DPERR�5LGJH��.HQWXFN\�3RHWU\�5HYLHZ��9LUJLQLD�4XDUWHUO\�
Review, San Marcos Review, Cape Rock Poetry Review, Neologism, 
9RLFHV�GH�OD�/XQD��$QRWKHU�9RLFH�DQG�HOVHZKHUH��+H�HDUQHG�D�3K'�LQ�
$PHULFDQ�6WXGLHV�ZLWK�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SRHWU\�IURP�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�+DZDLƓL�0ŅQRD��&XUUHQWO\��KH�LV�3URIHVVRU�RI�
English at Chaminade University, where he teaches creative writing, 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�VXUI�VWXGLHV��+H�DOVR�HGLWV�&KDPLQDGH�
/LWHUDU\�5HYLHZ��+H�HQMR\V�VZLPPLQJ��VXU¿QJ��YLVLWLQJ�DUW�JDOOHULHV�
and museums, and reading contemporary poetry.

ROBERT ROTHMAN 
5REHUW�5RWKPDQ�OLYHV�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD��QHDU�H[WHQVLYH�
WUDLOV�DQG�RSHQ�VSDFH��ZLWK�WKH�3DFL¿F�2FHDQ�RYHU�WKH�KLOO��+LV�
ZRUN�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�$WODQWD�5HYLHZ��0HULGLDQ�$QWKRORJ\�RI�
Contemporary Poetry, Tampa Review, Willow Review, and over 
QLQHW\�¿YH�RWKHU�OLWHUDU\�MRXUQDOV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��(QJODQG��
&DQDGD�,UHODQG��:DOHV�DQG�$XVWUDOLD��3OHDVH�VHH�KLV�ZHEVLWH��www.
robertrothmanpoet.com��IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KLP�DQG�KLV�
work.

ARNOLD YASINSKI 
Arnie Yasinski is a retired college administrator, born American but 
QRZ�OLYLQJ�LQ�,UHODQG�ZLWK�KLV�,ULVK�ZLIH��$�IDWKHU�DQG�JUDQGIDWKHU��
KH�ZURWH�KLV�¿UVW�SRHP�DW�¿IW\��+H�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�SRHPV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�
RI�MRXUQDOV��3URSRVLWLRQ��KLV�¿UVW�FROOHFWLRQ��ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������
+LV�VHFRQG�FROOHFWLRQ��*RG�/LYHV�LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�*RHV�E\�&KULVWLH��
appeared in 2021.
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ANNE-MARIE DANIZIO 
$QQH�0DULH�'HODXQD\�Danizio�LV�D�)UHQFK�ERUQ�YLVXDO�DUWLVW�DQG�
ZULWHU�OLYLQJ�LQ�:DOWKDP��0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ZLWK�WKHLU�ORQJ�WHUP�
SDUWQHU�DQG�WZR�\RXQJ�DGXOW�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�WKUHH�
master’s degrees, in art history, museum studies, and painting, 
they have exhibited their artworks throughout New England, and 
recently received a 2022 Emerging artist award at the Cambridge 
Art Association 2022 Emerging Artists Exhibit, juried by Theo 
Coulombe. Their writing has been published in Atherton Review, 
Rue Scribe, Ignatian Literary Review and Alabama Literary Review. 

ANNIE WOOD 
$QQLH�:RRG�LV�DQ�,VUDHOL�$PHULFDQ�+ROO\ZRRG�QDWLYH��VHOI�
SURFODLPHG�FUHDWLYH�FRPSXOVLYH�ZKR�LV�HDVLO\�LQVSLUHG��+HU�
SHUVRQDO�HVVD\V��SRHWU\�DQG�VKRUW�¿FWLRQ�KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�
7KH�+ẊQJWRQ�3RVW��7LQ\�%XGGKD�DQG�3�6��,�/RYH�<RX��$QQLH�KDV�
three novels out now: Dandy Day, A Quantum Love Adventure, 
DQG�KHU�¿UVW�<$�QRYHO��-XVW�D�*LUO�LQ�WKH�:KLUO��6SHDNLQJ�9ROXPHV�
3UHVV���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ZULWLQJ��:RRG�LV�DOVR�D�79�)LOP�DFWRU�DQG�DQ�
Internationally exhibited visual artist. anniewood.com

JILL RUSCOLL 
2YHU�WKH�SDVW�IRXU�\HDUV��-LOO�5XVFROO�KDV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�
PXOWLSOH�ZULWLQJ�FODVVHV�ZLWK�1DQF\�0F0LOODQ�DQG�ZLWK�SRHW�+ROO\�
:UHQ�6SDXOGLQJ��,Q�KHU�ZRUN�OLIH��VKH�LV�D�FUHDWLYH�GLUHFWRU�LQ�WKH�
KHDOWKFDUH�¿HOG��2Q�KHU�GD\V�R̆��-LOO�HQMR\V�KLNLQJ��ELNLQJ��FOLPELQJ��
DQG�EHLQJ�RXWVLGH�ZKLOH�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV��+HU�
work appears in the 2022 Connecticut Bards Poetry Review and is 
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